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INTRODUCTION. 



The work now offered to the favourable reception of 
the pubUc, being from the pen of the late Dr. Hamil- 
ton, of Aberdeen, and evidently composed with an 
eye to publication, stands in no need of a prefatory 
recommendation. A life extended beyond the ordi- 
nary limits, and passed chiefly in public and important 
situations^ and in the course of which he published 
various valuable works, has made Dr. Hamilton well 
known to the greater number of those who are likely 
to take an interest in this volume. But as it is pro- 
bable that no more of his writings will be submitted 
to the public, a short notice or memoir of the Author 
may not prove unacceptable to the community at 
large, and will be particulariy gratifying to his friends 
and acquaintance. 

Dr. Hamilton's grandfather was Dr. William 
Hamilton, well known as Professor of Divinity in the 
University of Edinburgh, and afterwards Principal of 
that seminary. He was a cadet of the family of 
Preston. His father was Gavin Hamilton, an emi- 
nent publisher and bookseller in Edmburgh, who 
was distinguished for his loyalty during the Rebellion 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 

of 1745. Mr. Hamilton married Helen, daughter of 
James Balfour, Esq., of Pilrig; and Dr. Robert 
Hamilton, the subject of this memoir, was the eighth 
child of that marriage, and was bom on the 11th day 
of June, 1743. 

In infancy Dr. Hamilton was of a delicate consti- 
tution, which improved as he advanced in years ; and, 
with the exception of lumbago, to which he was much 
subjected in the latter part of life, and which occa- 
sioned his stooping very much, he scarcely had a 
serious ailment during his long life, till within three 
weeks of his death, which was occasioned by a total 
loss of appetite, and consequent decay of bodily 
strength. 

He was an excellent scholar in every department 
of literature to which he applied, and his strong de- 
sire to acquire knowledge made him a favourite with 
all his teachers, and more, especially with the cele- 
brated Matthew Stewart, professor of mathematics in 
the Univerrity of Edinburgh, who was indignant 
when informed that his favourite pupil was intended 
for business. 

Mr. Hamilton was always partial to a literary life ; 
but, yielding to circumstances, he was induced to 
spend some time in the banking-office of Messrs. 
William Hogg and Son, in order to fit him for pro- 
secuting that line, or for becoming a general 
merchant. 

Soon after this, his father gave up business as a 
publisher, and retired to a paper-mill which he pos- 
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INTRODUCTION. vii 

sessed in a beautifully romantic situation near Edin^ 
burgh. 

About this time^ the subject of this memc^ formed 
several of his most lasting friendships, particularly 
with Dr. Charters^ Dr. Wodrow, Robert Scott Mon- 
crieff, Esq., &c. About this time also, he and some 
other literary young men formed themselves into a 
debating society, which existed for a season or two, 
mid which led to the foundation of the present Spe- 
culative Society of Edinburgh. 

It may not be uninteresting to notice, that he 
became personally acquainted with Lord Kaimes in 
rather a singular manner, but highly creditable to 
both. He wrote an anonymous criticism^ in one of 
the magazines of the day, on one of the works of that 
celebrated author. This criticism attracted Lord 
Eaimes's attention so much^ that he inserted a notice 
in the same periodical, requesting that if the author 
of the criticism in question was already known to him, 
he might have the pleasure of knowing him better ; 
and, if he was a stranger, begging that he might 
have the honour of becoming acquainted with him. 
It was with much difficulty that Dr. Hamilton was 
persuaded to reveal himself to Lord Kaimes; and 
when he did so, his Lordship could scarcely bdieve 
that, in this young man, he saw before him his able 
critic. But so much was he pleased with the con- 
versation of his new acquaintance, that he gave him 
a general invitation to his house as often as suited his 
convenience. Availing himiSelf of this invitation, it 

b2 



Digitized by 



Google 



▼iii INTRODUCTION. 

proved the means of introducing Dr. Hamilton to 
many of the first literary characters of the time. 

In 1766, the mathematical chair in Marischal 
College having become vacant by the death of Mr. 
Stewart, the earnest solicitation of Dr. Hamilton's 
friends prevailed with him, although reluctantly^ 
being then only twenty-three years of age, to offer 
himself as a candidate for the office. He was un- 
successful (Dr. Trail being appointed) ; but the im- 
pression of Dr. Hamilton's talents and acquirements, 
which his appearance upon this occasion made upon 
the minds of the judges, was very strong, as several 
letters which are now before the writer of this memoir 
plainly show. One of these, from a most respectable 
professor in King^s College, one of the examinators, 
addressed to Dr. John Gregory, of Edinburgh, it is 
hoped, may not prove unacceptable to the reader. 

' Dear Doctor, 

* Mr. Hamilton called upon me yesterday, but, 

* having missed him, a due regard to that young 

* man's merit obliges me to put you to the expense 

* of a postage, that I may have an early opportunity 

* of signifying my sentiments of the good appearance 
' he made at the trial. In every exercise that was 
^ given the candidates, Mr. Hamilton discovered a 

* remarkable genius for mathematics, and a justness 

* of apprehension and perspicuity that is rarely to be 
■'' met with. He is an excellent demonstrator; always 

' planned out his demonstration with judgment, and 
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INTRODUCTION. ix 

* apprized his audience where the stress lay^ so that 

* he brought it to a conclusion in the most perspicuous 
' manner, and in such a way that no person of com- 
' mon understanding could miss it. All the exami- 
^ nators were highly satisfied with the candour of bis 

* written perfcnrmances, on which he never attempted 

* to dirow duatp or conceal wha*e he was at a loss; 
^ and even upon those occasions^ from the ingenious 
' attempts be made to get himself disengaged, the 
'judges formed the most favourable opinion of his 

* ability. Mr. Trail was preferred to him ; but 
' justice requires that I should acquaint you, that he 

* trode very closely at Mr. Trail's heels. I look 
' upon it as a very agreeable circumstance of the trial^ 

* that I had thereby an opportunity of knowing a 

* young gentleman of so much real merit, and every 
^ way so agreeable. If any more formal testimony 
^ can be of any service to Mr. Hamilton, I know that 

* the least hint will procure it from all the examinators. 

* I am, with great truth, yours, 

(Signed) * Thomas Gordon.' 

After this competition Dr. Hamilton became a 
partner in the paper-mill, and, his father having died 
the following year, the whole charge of the business 
devolved upon him. The concern being burdened 
with the shares of all the rest of the family, and the 
drudgery of it being foreign to his inclinations, and 
breaking in upon his literary habits and pursuits, he 
gave it up, having appointed a manager to take 
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X INTRODUCTION. 

^hat'ge of it, and in 1760 obtahved the rectorship of 
the ACAdemy at Perth. 

In 1 771 he married Miss Anne Mitchell^ of Ladath, 
but had the nilsfortune to lose her in 1778. She kft 
him three daughters^ Anne^ Helen^ and Marimi, all 
living at the date of this tnemdr. The eldest, to 
whotn her father bequeathed his hottse in the country, 
is Uttnwirried ; the second is widow of Andrew Thom- 
son, Esq,, of Bawdhoty, in the county of Kincardine ,' 
and the youngest is married to the Reverend Robart 
Swan) of Abercfombie, in Fife. 

In 1779 Dr. Hamilton was pre^ent^d to the natural 
phiiosophy dwdr in Marischal College, which is in the 
gift of the crown, and in the autumn of that y«ar 
removed with his family to Aberdeen. For one 
session Dr. Hamilton taught the class to which he 
had been presented ; but Dr. Copland having removed 
from the chair of this class to the mathematical chair, 
and neither finding themselves so much at home in 
the situations in which they Were now severally placed, 
they arranged an exchange before the commencement 
of another session, and from that time forward Dr. 
Hamilton taught the mathematical class. It was not, 
however, till 1^17, that he became, by presentattom^ 
professor <rf mathematics. 

In 1782 Dr. Hamilton ento'ed again into the 
married state, having espoused Jane, daughter of 
James Mxyrison, Esq., of Elsick. 

In 1814 Dr. Hamilton, finding the duty oi teach- 
ing his three mathematical classes too laborious, en- 
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INTRODUCTION. xi 

gaged an assisUnt, with the permission of the Senatus 
Acodemictts, to which his age, and his long and faith- 
All services, well entitled him. This assistant was 
Mr. John Cndckshank, who for numy years in- 
structed the two youngest dasses, whilst the Doctor 
continued to teach the higher branches of Ae science 
himself; fOid so entire satisfactioD did Mr. Cruick- 
Aanlc give both to Dr. Hamjkon and to the other 
members of the college, that, on thejr joint appli- 
cation, the town council appointed him a3 assistant 
Mad successor to Dr* Hamilton^ at the same time that 
-the Doctor himsdf obtained a presentation to the 
mathematical chair. 

In February, ]6S5# his aecioDd wife, by whom he 
had no ftmily, died, leaving him again a widower. 
From this period, he parsed muc^ of bis time at his 
cottage in the country, where hts vaJtuable life was 
terminated in the bosom ct his fiunilyi op the 14th day 
of July, 1809, in the eighty nseventb year of bis age. 

Having thus l»i^y detailed the leading events <^ 
Dr. HamiltXNi^s life, before attempting an oudine of 
his character, it will be prefer to notice his publica- 
tions. 

in 17T7 the first edition of his ^ Merdiandise ' 
appeared, whilst he was superintending the academy 
at Ferth, and it has gone through severdL editions. 

In 1190 he printed, £or the use of his class, a set 
of Mathematicai Tables. 

In 1796 he published his * Arithmetic,"' which has 
been o&en reprinted. 
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In 1800 he published, for the use of bis students^ 
* Heads of a Course of Lectures on Mathematics.' 
All his publications of a strictly professional character, 
being the result of a thorough acquaintance with his 
subject, and distinguished by luminous perspicuity, 
have been highly valued, and will ever retain a re- 
spectable place among works of that nature. 

He published in 1790, without, however, affixing 
his name tq it, ' An Essay on Peace and War.' In 
this short treatise, by exhibiting, in a clear point <^ 
view, the slender grounds upon which bloody and 
expensive wars are often undertaken, and the inade- 
quacy of national advantages to compensate the loss 
of men and money incurred by the retention of foreign 
acquisitions, he ably combated that unbounded spirit 
of retaliation and conquest in which high-minded 
nations are too ready to indulge. 

In 1813 the first edition of his work on the 
' National Debt and Sinking Fund' was given to the 
public, and it has passed through three editions. 
This work has raised his name higher in the scale of 
political authors than any of his other publications, 
and must, indeed, render it immortal. It exhibited the 
fallacy of the arguments by which finanders had been 
blinded, and by means of which, for a considerable 
period, the nation had been kept in the dark ; and it 
opened their eyes to the simple truth, that debts can 
only be liquidated by a surplus of income over ex- 
penditure. 

Whilst noticing his printed works, we must not 
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omit to mention a valuable' small pamphlet on ' Pau- 
pmsm/ called forth by the state of the poor in 
Aberdeen, and an inquiry into the most eligible means 
of relieving their wants, without having recourse 
to pocnr's rates, to which last he was, on strong 
grounds, always hostile. In this pamphlet, he treats, 
with that pers^cuity for which all his wridngs are 
remarkable, of the various claims of indigent persons 
on the charity of the public, and to what extent 
those claims deserve attention. The doctrine of this 
pamphlet is of general applicaticm^ and ought to be 
widely diffused. 

It may be noticed here, that Dr. Ibnikon, although 
he did not send many of his works to the press, wrote 
at great length on various subjects connected with his 
favourite study of political economy. This appears 
from several essays found among his papers, viz., — 
* On the American War' — * On Grovemment,* — * On 
the CcNU-bounty,' and others ; and it is to be regretted 
that none of them are so far finished as to admit of 
being laid before the public. 

From what has been said above, it will be readily 
anticipated that Dr. Hamilton's correspondence must 
have been extensive. Many eminent mathematicians 
received their education at Marischal College, who 
in aflter life acknowledged thdr obligations to Dr. 
Hamilton, in a manner highly gratifying to him, and 
his professional publications attracted the attention <^ 
many, both at home and abroad : this led to an ex- 
tensive epistolary correspondence, which was greatly 
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augmented by die force of reasoning displayed in his 
poMeal essays. On the subject of these last, he ex* 
changed many letters with Lord Lauderdale, Mr* 
Grenfell^ and other members of the British parlia-* 
ment; and had also communications with Mons. J. 
Baptiste Say, and Baron Fahrenb^g, of Carlsruhe, 
which last requested permission to truidate his work 
on the < Finances' into German, with a view to its 
publication in his native city. 

Dr. Hamilton, in the midst of all his more roo- 
mlentouB dirties and avocations, with which be never 
allowed any other pursuit to interfere, devoted no 
inconsiderable portion of his time to the management 
dT the college funds and bursaries, and still more dis- 
interestedly to every subject connected with the good 
and prosperity of the town in whidi he resided. 
The demands upon him in the latter <^ these depart- 
ments were numerous, owing to the confidence of those 
in office in fais talents, and accuracy in business ; and 
his o[xnion was uniforndy listened to with deference 
and respect. 

In 1807, in compliance with the deed of settlement 
of the late John Burnett, of Dens, an advertisement 
appeared in tiie newspapers, intimating that that gen- 
tleman had bequeathed a sum, not less than 800i., 
to be piud iar the best, and 4O01. for the second best 
tneatise on the fc^owing theme: namely, < Tlie 
> evidence that there is a Being all-powerful, wise, 
^ and good, by whom everything exists ; and this, in 
^ the first pkce, from conskkrations independent of 
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< written revelation ; and^ in the second plaoe» from 

* the rev^ation of the Lord Jesus ; and to poiiit out 

* the fttferenoes most necessary for, and niosi us^ul 

* to, mankind/ 

By the deed of settleitoent, also, the miniaters of the 
established church of Aberdeen, the principals and 
professors of King's and Marischid Colleges of Aber- 
deen, and the trustees of the testator, were appointed 
to meet and make choice of three judges, to decade 
upon the comparative merit of such treatises as should 
be laid before them* This meeting took place in 
1814, when the three judges elected w€re Dn Gerard, 
professor of divinity in £ing's CoUege, Mr. Oeoi^ 
Olennie, professor of moral philosophy in Marischal 
College, and the subject of this memoir. They ac» 
cepted the office ; and the number of treatises given 
in amounting to no fewer than fifty, the judges found 
that ^e task which they had undertaken proved 
extremely laborious, and the anxiety of Dr. Hamilton 
to ascertain witJi the strictest in^rtiality the respec- 
tive merit of the writers was very great, as a[^)ears 
from the copious notes found among his papers, taken 
by him during the perusal of the treattses^ which aa- 
-sis^d, not a little^ in^naUing the judges to come to 
an unanimous decision. 

As an elder of the church, he oonsidered himself 
peculiarly called upon to ^ve his attention to the 
management cS the poor's funds, and the best means 
of rendering tliem effideot. In this capacity, too, he 
was frequently comvnissicuied by his coUc^ to repre- 
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sent that body in the Greneral Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland, and took a deep interest in their proceed* 
ings; and when he offered his sentiments on any 
subject of debate, which, from his innate modesty, 
was but seldom, he was listened to with profound 
attention. 

No one understood better, and few indeed so well, 
all the details connected with the Church's Widows' 
Fund, or was more truly solicitous for its improvement 
and success. 

A firm believer in divine revelation, Dr. Hamilt(»i 
early became a member of the Auxiliary to the British 
and Foreign Bible Society formed at Aberdeen, and 
deeply deplored the intemperate manner in which the 
broachers of the apocryphal controversy carried it on, 
and the schism which it gave rise to. 

He was shocked with cruelty, when exercised even 
upon the meanest of the inferior animals ; and of 
slavery, and its dreadful consequences, both as they 
respect the bocUes and the souls of mankind, he had a 
great abhorrence. Under the influence of this feel- 
ing, he was an original member of the Antislavery 
Society of Aberdeen, and was unanimously called to 
the chair as their president — a situation which he held 
till his death. 

The above notices of Dr. Hamilton will serve in 
no inconsiderable degree to develop his character. 
Among his papers we find regulations for his future 
conduct in life, written when he was only twenty-two 
years of age, at which time he had the prospect of 
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entering into budness. They are extremely interest* 
ing, and embrace resoIutioDS in respect to almost every 
situation in which he possibly might be placed in the 
course of Providence. They breathe throughout a 
most Christian and philanthropic spirit, and prescribe 
the most uncompromising rectitude of conduct, and 
the most open-handed charity ; and although many of 
the supposed contingencies were never realized, on a 
review of his Hfe we evidently perceive that he never 
lost sight of them. 

Dr. Hamilton's talents were of the highest order, 
and sedulously improved ; and it was a merciful dis- 
pensation for himself, as well as for the community of 
which he was so valuable a member, that his faculties 
were unimpaired to the close of life. Three weeks 
before his death, he attended a meeting of the Senatus 
of Marischal College, met on business connected with 
the royal visitation, and delighted his colleagues with 
the distinctness of his perceptions, and the importance 
of his remarks. And even many days after this, when 
his strength had greatly sunk under the pressure of 
disease, he was frequently employed in revising and 
correcting the work to which this memoir is prefixed. 

Dr. Hamilton was naturally unobtrusive and re- 
tiring, and by strangers was considered as an absent 
man, Addison says, ^ I distinguish a man who is 
^ absent because he thinks of something else, from a 
* man who is absent because he thinks of nothing.** 
In the latter sense, Dr. Hamilton was never absent ; 
in the former, he might sometimes be said to be so. 
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when what was passing before him was unimportant } 
when otherwise, he was so merely in appesrancey from 
b^g silent, and withholding his opinion, which had 
he given would have been highly gratifying. This 
has not seldom been matter of regret to the writer of 
this memoir, who frequently had the happiness to 
enjoy his society. 

Dr. Hamilton's favourite recreations were the culti- 
vation of flowers, of which he was particulariy fond, 
and making excursions with a few friends, most com- 
monly to such parts of the island as he had not before 
visited ; but it is remarkable that, in the year 1820, 
when in his seventy-eighth year, he joined a family 
party in a tour on the Continent. On such occasions he 
possessed the happy talent of shaking his mind loose 
from professional and other cares, and entering, with 
all his heart, into the pursuits of his party ; exploring 
every object worthy of notice, and putting down his 
observati(»i8 in a regularly-kept diary. 

Dr. Hamilton's piety was rational, f^vent, and un- 
ostentatious ; in his charities, which were as extensive 
as his circumstances permitted, he was solicitous that 
< his left hand should not know what his right hand 
did;' and his attention to his religious duties was 
unif(n*m and unceasing. His affection for his family 
and relatives was of the warmest kind, and his 
friendships were steady and sincere. His talents, his 
virtues, and his devotedness to the duties of the re- 
spectable situation which he held in the University, 
as well as to the ]H*omotion of the best interests of the 
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community at large, will be i-espectfiiUy remembered 
by all who knew him even by character ; and that 
these impressions may be handed down to posterity, 
it is highly creditable to the present generation, that 
they have opened a subscription for a monument to 
his memory, to which many respectable persons in 
both kingdoms have put their names. 
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THE 



PROGRESS OF SOCIETY. 



GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

THE earth and its produce^ and the animals 
with which it is stocked, are the sources from 
which man derives every article that contributes 
to his maintenance or enjoyment. 

These conmiodities, bestowed on man by the 
gijft of nature, require, in general, to be modified 
by human art, before they be fit to answer the 
purposes to which they are subservient. 

The effect of labour in preparing commodities 
for use is augmented by acquired skill, by 
division, by the use of tools, by the aid of the 
strength of animals, and of other powers, natural 
or artificial. 

The division of labour is limited by the extent 
of the market, and, in a state uncoimected with 

B 
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3 GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

others by commerce, will be regulated by the 
extent of territory and population. 

A considerable share of the conamodities pre- 
pared by art and labour is not consumed im- 
mediately, but reserved for future use, or applied 
as the means of farther production. This con- 
stitutes wealth, or capital. 

The wealth of a country depends on the fer- 
tility of the soil, the industry and skill of the 
inhabitants, and the accumulated capital trans- 
mitted to them by their predecessors. 

The use of wealth is to furnish the means 
pf enjoyment to mankind. The measure of 
enjoyment which it affords depends upon its dis- 
tribution, as well as its absolute amount. An 
equal distribution of wealth is neither practicable 
nor desirable : but great inequality and accumu- 
lation of great fortunes is detrimental to general 
happiness. 

Wealth is formed and increased by industry. 
It is diminished by any operative engine of de- 
struction. Of these war is the most general and 
the most effective. 

In war a large proportion of the inhabitants 
is withdrawn from the labours of useful industry, 
and ei^gaged in military service, or preparing the 
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apparatus requisite thereto. Another portion, 
in the country where the war is waged, is "pre- 
vented from following their usual occupations. 

The object of war is destruction. The fields 
are ravaged ; cities demolished ; villages burnt ; 
noble works of art, whose construction was the 
labour of years, destroyed in an hour. It is the 
severest scourge to which humanity is subject, 
and tends most powerfully to impair wealth and 
enjoyment. 

The acquisition of wealth which a victorious 
nation obtains from the plunder of the van- 
quished, seldom repays the expense of the war. 
The increased activity and prosperity of some 
particular classes in time of war is a delusive 
mark of general prosperity. 

A nation of considerable extent may acquire, 
by industry and skill, a large share of wealth, 
without the aid of foreign commerce. 

Commerce has been coiisidered as a means 
by which one nation is enriched at the expense 
of another. Industrious, skilful, and enterpris- 
ing nations have been supposed to gain from the 
indolent, the ignorant, and the timid. Were this 
a just view of the effects of commerce, it would 

not afford much ground of eulogium in its favour. 

B 2 
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4 GBNSRAL PRINCIPLES. 

It wiAjid not pnmu^ the general welfare of tiie 
human race : Init the view is altogether erroittKat& 

No commerce can be considerably beneficial to 
one nation, nor permanent, imless it be also bene- 
ficial to those nations with which it is carried on. 

The advantages of c<Hnmeroe are to bring to- 
gether tiie products of different climates into the 
same country, and thereby increase the means 
of human enjoyment. 

It enlarges the effects of the division of labour 
by presenting a more extensive market 

It diffuses tiirough the commercial world, on 
moderate terms, those i^^tides in tiie fabricaticm 
of which diffarent nations have acquired si^rior 
skSi and dexterity. 

By promoting an intercourse between nations 
of different manners, and in different states of 
civilization, it tends to the enlargement of know^ 
ledge, and the imprpvement of the intellectual 
and active powers of man. 

In cranmerce a nation receives what it wants 
in exchange for what it has to i^re. Export 
and import are reciprocal. The payment of a 
balance inmoney is a t^nporary measure, not 
much used, and of no advantage to the nation 
which receives it. The value in exchange of 
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exports and imports is ultimstdy equal ; Imt tht 
lalue in use of imports should be greater, other«>^ 
wise c€»miieree is not b^ieficial. 

Commerce, in ofder to yieM these advanti^s 
in ti^ higl^st degitee, isdiouM he subject to no 
resteietioiis ; neither i^iould it, exeept in special 
and rare cases, be promoted by artificial en* 
comsgeBtettts* 

Notwidistuiding tfais> when a restrictive sys* 
t^oi^htti be^i long estaUished and become incor- 
porated wk2i the coiustitution of the soeietjr, it 
cannot be suddenly rdiinquished without occa* 
sicming much distress to numerous classy of 
the cmmmmity, and even impairing for a time 
its general prosperity ; and as human haj^iness 
is the object of wealth, an alteration of system, 
though ultimately beneficial, should be had re- 
oouffse to:isMiioudy and gradually. 

A coantay of any considerable extent i^ould 
be diiefly supplied with food from the produce 
of its own soiL So long as there is a su£&cient 
mlpply of food in Ihei existing state of agricul- 
tmre, or in: that which may be speedily obtained, 
there is no reason to desire a rei^iction in the 
xraraber of inhabitants. If there be not some-t 
tiling fauky in the general system, they will find 
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employment, and obtain a share of the comforts 
of life. 

Where there is not a sufficiency of food in 
the existing state of agricidture, or where em- 
ployment cannot be found for the laborious in 
the existing state of society, emigration should 
be encouraged. 

Emigration is a powerful means of conferring 
the Uessings of civilized society on coimtries at 
{Hresent barbarous and comparatively desert. 

There are at present on the earth extensive 
territories, of considerable, fertility, uninhabited 
or thinly peopled, for the reception of emigrants ; 
and this is likely to be the case for many sue* 
ceeding ages. 

Where a portion of the inhabitants have ^ni- 
gr9,ted and established themselves in a distant 
land, a commercial intercourse between these 
settlers and the parent state may be established 
to their mutual advantage, and no other con- 
nexion is desirable. The attempt to draw a 
revenue from colonists in aid of that of the 
parent state has never succeeded ; and the im- 
position of commercial restrictions depresses the 
progress ^nd prosperity of the new states, and 
renders their commerce with the parent state 
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less ext^istye. This is fully evinced by the 
increase of the commerce of Britain with the 
United States of America since their emancipa- 
tion, though few had the penetration to foresee 
this jN^yious to that erent. 
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CHAPTER I. 

OP HUMAN WELFARE. 

The amelioration of the condition of mankind, 
and the increase of human happiness, ought to 
be the leading objects of every political insti- 
tution, and the aim of every individual, according 
to the measure of his power, in the situation he 
occupies. 

The science of political economy has only been 
lately cultivated, at least upon enlarged prin- 
ciples« One of the ablest writers on this subject 
published his valuable work about half a century 
ago. Since that time able treatises have been 
produced in almost every country of Europe, in 
which the doctrines of Dr. Adam Smith have 
been elucidated, enlarged, and sometimes reH^ 
gued. 

The chief point to which these writers have 
directed their attention is the increase of wealth, 
though they have not entirely overlooked other 
objects that contribute to human welfare. They 
seem sometimes to lose sight of what renders 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF HUMAN WBLPARB. 9 

weahh valuable. As the miser labours to accu- 
mulate money which he has not the heart to 
spends so ike political economist inquires into 
the means of increasing general wealth without 
paying sufficient regard to its only real use, the 
increase of general happiness "*"• The statesman 
too often considers the public wealth not as a 
means of increasing the happiness of the people, 
but as a fund from which he may draw addi- 
tional taxes to be employed in pursuing his 
objects of ambition and aggrandizement. 

Few will deliberately maintain that the acqui- 
sition of wealth, individual or national, is the 
principal ingredient in hmnan happiness. The 
rational moralist and the pious Christian will 
agree diat the enjoyments which wealth affords 
are generally overrated, and the true welfare of 
man consists not in the extent of his possessions, 
or the gratifications they afford, but in the per- 
fection of his moral and intdlectual nature, and 
tiie improvement and employment of his active 
powers. 

At the same time the stoical doctrine which 
ascribes no value whatever to external enjoy- 

* To this censure some writers are more liable than others, 
but none whom we have seen are entirdy free from it. 
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10 OF HUMAN WELFARE. 

ments is inconsistent with the present state of 
htunanity. The bountiful productions of nature 
are intended as a source of enjoyment, which the 
active powers we are endued with enable us to- 
diversify and enlarge, while the exertions made 
fcM'ilieir attainment tend to improve these powers. 
The abundance of articles subservient to the 
comfort or convenience of life, providing they 
be not misapplied to intemperance, afford no 
inconsiderable addition to human happiness. 

The objects which promote human welfare^ 
arranged according to their relative value, may 
stand nearly in the following order. 

The first place is due to the improvement of 
our moral nature. We are not at present to 
enter into an inquiry concerning the foundation 
of virtue, or a detail of its several branches. It 
has been variously defined by different sects of 
philosophers, who, notwithstanding some differ* 
ences and some errors, agree on the whole in 
regard to it. Its apprehension is so congenial to 
the human mind that it is seldom much mis* 
taken. It is best delineated in thc»se writings 
which Christians consider as inspired, as well as 
enforced in them by the most powerful sanctions. 
So pre-eminent is its value in the estimate of 
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human wd&re^ thirf; no other ofe^t ooght to be 
lm>iight mto competition with it; and if any 
fitate of society appear clearly more favouraUe 
for promoting moral virtue than another, that 
state is entitled to a decided preference. 

The improvaiaent of our intellectual, inven- 
tive, and active powers may be ranked in the 
8ec<md place. 

Thirdly, whatever contributes to the health 
and vigour of our bodies, and the due exertion 
of their various powers and operations. 

Fourthly, the abundant possession and proper 
distribution of those articles, provided- by nature 
and improved by art, which supply us with 
food, clothing, and habitation, or contribute in 
any way to the comfort and enjoyment of tife. 

Fifthly, the cultivation of the polite arts, and 
consequent improvement of these arts ; viz. — 
painting, sculptairCi architecture, music, poetry, 
eloquence, and the various branches of polite 
literature. 

Sixthly, such an extent of population as is 
consist^it with the comfortable subsistence of 
the inhabitants. It is desirable to procure the 
greatest practicable share of happiness to the 
greatest number of intelligent and sentient beings. 
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12 OP HUMAN WELFARE. 

Along with all these it is necessary to nntiti* 
tain such political establishments and public £a«e 
as may secure personal safety, and tibe pnyte^mi 
of liberty imd ]»*operty, against f<M"dgB eMBOMi 
or doniestic violators of the public peace. 

Inquiries of tiie kind now su^ested are •ofide* 
times regarded as visionary and treated widi 
ridicide. They are considered as &e effisriom 
of an enthusiastic imaginati<m, and altogeAer in- 
applicable to ilie stale in wfaic^ mankiiid 0v«r 
have been> and ever will be placed. Itcaaaot be 
denied tiiat s<»ne men, actuated by tiie putest 
benevolent motives, but not under the r^ulatkm 
of a sound judgment, have advanced extravagMrt 
doctrines, and proposed impracticable schemes. 
These, however, have done little harm, unless 
so far as they gave room for cavilling, to those 
who are disposed to sneer at every attempt for 
ameliorating the condition of mankind. It is 
evident that the state of society has undergone, 
and is still undergoing alterations ; that it has 
sometimes improved, scmietimes degenerated; 
and there seems no good reason to doubt that 
it is susceptible of higher improvement than it 
has hit^rto attained. TYie belief of Ibe per- 
fectibility of human nature, and the attainment 
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oia gMmk 9tge, in whkh vice and misery have 
no {dace, will only be entertained by an entliu- 
siast : but an inquiry into the means of improv- 
ing onr nature and enlarging our happiness is 
consistent with sober reason, and is the most im- 
portant subject, merely human, that can engage 
the mind of man. No moral writer was ever 
censured for laying down as perfect a system of 
duty as he coidd, although it was not e3q>ected 
that this would be practised, even by the best, 
to its fuU extent 
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CHAPTER II. 

SKETCH OF THE PROGRESS OF SOCIETY. 

In speculations relating to the progress of so- 
ciety, the occupations of hunting, of pasturage, 
and agriculture, are generally considered as the 
principal stages by which man advanced, from 
the state of rudeness ascribed to him in his ori- 
ginal condition, to the high degree of civilization 
which he afterwards attained, and now in many 
countries possesses. The comparative merit 
and happiness of these states have been dis- 
cussed, and there have not been wanting inge- 
nious men* to embrace the cause of savage 
nature, and maintain its superior excellence, 
with all the powers of eloquence. These opi- 
nions, however, have never made any progress ; 
and it may be doubted whether they ever ob- 
tained a firm hold on the minds of those who 
advanced them. Even on the supposition that 
the doctrine were not altogether unfounded in 
reason, it is too repugnant to the sentiments 

* Rousseau, &c. 
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which men imbibe in an advanced state of so- 
ciety, to be embraced in earnest. It may float 
lightly on the imagination of a few, but it will 
not alter their character, or influence their con- 
duct 

Speculations on this subject are necessarily 
involved in much obscurity. In the earlier 
stages, direct evidence is necessarily wanting. 
Until a very considerable progress has been 
made in art, men are imable to record any me- 
morials which might transmit information to 
posterity. When an intercourse is formed be- 
tween a civilized nation and a rude tribe, by 
means of colonization or otherwise, their asso- 
ciation not only much accelerates the improve- 
ment of the latter, but may induce a change in 
their condition, by fewer intermediate steps, 
and in different order, from what would have 
taken plac^ if they had been left to the unas- 
sisted expansion of their ovni powers. Ingeni- 
ous men who have speculated upon this subject, 
have been generally addicted to hypothesis, and 
fond of raising an amusing theory on a slight 
foundation. Besides, we are ignorant of the 
original state of human nature. We see man in 
very different conditions, from the utmost degree 
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16 SKETCH OP THE PROGRESS OF SOCIBTV. 

of ignorance ai^ rudeness, to a high degree of 
advancement in knowledge and refin^nent. Yet 
we may be wrong in pronouncing the first to 
have been his original state, or in consida'ing the 
several intermediate stages as necessary steps 
for conducting him to that degree of civilization 
which he has now in many countries attained; 
Revelation does not favour tiiis opinicm ; history 
does not prove it ; the fables of the poets are im- 
worthy of credit ; and the reasonings which have 
been adduced in support of it are extremely 
conjectural. 

The progress of society is, however, an un- 
doubted fact; and its chief steps may be rea- 
sonably presumed to have taken place with con^ 
siderable uniformity^ and furnish matter for 
rational inquiry. Investigations of Ihis kind 
should not be considered as merely tending to 
gratify curiosity and afford scope for ingenious 
conjecture. If we can conduct them aright, they 
will unfold principles of the highest importance 
to mankind in every condition, and furnish rules 
by which we may judge of the wisdom or folly 
of the systems and measures adopted in that 
state of society under which we live. 

We must not attempt to trace this subject to 
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its source. As the origin of the human race 
eludes entirely the researches of our natural 
faculties, we must begin our speculations con- 
cerning man by viewing him as placed in some 
certain conditi<m; ^and, however low this may 
be supposed, we shall be wrong unless we assign 
him powers and attainments superior to, and 
essentially distinct from, those of the inferior 
animals. The faculty of speech wilh which he 
is endued in the rudest state gives him a decided 
and inestimable superiority. 

We find, in the present state of mankind, 
examples of tribes or nations in a great variety 
of situations ; and history presents us with still 
greater variety. 

The supply of food is the first demand of 
nature, and will therefore call forth the first 
exerti<ms of human power, and may for a time, 
in a great measure, engross them. In this early 
stage of society, an important distinction in the 
conditions of man will arise from the climate 
under which he lives. His energies, his em- 
ployment, and manner of living will be regu- 
lated in conformity thereto. It will have much 
influence in forming his character, not only in 
that early stage, but at every subsequent period. 
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A warm climitt^ sometime $L0qrds a iSuiS^ieat 
iguiiiiLtity of food with little or no lftt)our. The 
l^wd tre^, the cpcoa tree, au<i some pthera, yield 
a supply of w4¥>le^oitte and p^JaMble fopd* f^ost 
^t ev^ry s^^op. The iijj^^hitejato of siuch a 
climate derive their nourishment chiefly fircHU 
vegetables, and proqure it easily. As, they are 
not urged to severe exertipmsi, nor exposed to 
frequent dangers, their el^uracter inclines to jjot 
dolence and gentleness, and the nature of the 
climate is favourable tp these dispositi<H¥i« A 
considerable number can procure subsistence in 
a territory of moderate extent They are 
therefore likely to increase rapidly, so long as 
they find a sufficient supply of food, and to 
acquire a relish for social intercourse, and be 
stimulated by those desires which spring up in 
the bosom of society. 

As a cold climate without culture aflfords litUe 
food for man, his chief dependence is upon the 
animals he can catch by hunting. This emj^oy*? 
ment requires severe exertion, frequently ex-^ 
poses him to hazard, and after all his success is 
precarious. He therefore becomes accustou^ 
to brave danger, to undergo hardships, and .endure 
hunger. His dispositions are harsh and unso- 
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ciaL A large extent of country is necessary for 
hfo range, and therefore a country of hunters is 
tiiinly inhabited. 

The superiority of man's understanding, in 
contriving means for accomplkdmig his ends, is 
conspicuously displayed in the inyention of tods 
for the various purposes to which his exertions 
are directed. As none of Ihe inferior animals 
appear capable of thiis expedient, and as it is 
practised in some d^ree 1^ the rudest of man- 
kind, it has been considered by some as the dis- 
tingnii^mig characteristic of the human species, 
and man has been quaintly defined a tml^malcmg 
ammal. Wi^ut some kind of tool the hunter 
cckM hardly procure food. Although he acipiires 
by habit a degree of gnviftness, rarely attained by 
those who are more advanced in civHizatikm, he 
eaimot equal &at of many oS the animals ; and 
tl» few which he naight sometimes catch by 
surprise would affwd too precarious a supply. 
To aid his natural defects, the use of the dart 
is universfd, and that of the bow very common. 
In the nianagement oi these the savage acquires a 
dexterity which men bred in different habits can 
seldom equal. 

The materials which a savage is possessed of 

C2 
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for constructing his tools are scanty. He points 
his arrows with sharp bones and flints. His axe 
is formed of the same materials. With this 
axe he cuts thfe bough of a tree, and shapes it 
into various instruments. He uses a tough 
aninaal fibre as a string to his bow. Yet, in the 
construction of tiiese weapons, he displays a de- 
^ee of ingenuity which, under the same disad- 
vantages, we should find it difficult to equaL 

In countries bordering on the sea, and on the 
banks of rivers, men have gei^rally obtained a 
part of their subsistence 1^ the occupation of 
fishing. The apparatus requisite for this pur^ 
pose is more complex than that used in the em- 
ployment of hunting. It cannot be carried on 
to advantage without boats or canoes. These 
are formed, sometimes by excavating a tree, 
sometimes by constructing a wooden frame and 
covering it with skins. Tliese boats £u*e managed 
at firs^ by oars or paddles, and in the course of 
time sails are employed. By these means men 
were emboldened to venture on the watery ele- 
ment, and the first rudiments were laid of an 
art, which has since attained an immense magni- 
tude, and produced most important effects on the 
condition of mankind. 
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Even In the earlieilt periods of society and in 
the most unfavourable climates, the whole of a 
man's time is not required for procuring food, 
and some parts of it are employ^ in suj^ying 
his other wants, of which clothing and habitation 
are the principaL These wants are not equally 
urgent in ev^ climate, and travellers mention 
some savi^ tribes that go entirely ni^ed : yet, 
with few exertions, a considerable part of 
human labour and ingenuity has been employed 
in supfdying these articles. 

In warm climates, the materials for clothing 
as well as food are chiefly obtained fr<Hn the 
vegetable kingdom. Leaves of trees sewed to- 
gether formed the first garments, and afterwards 
bark prepared witii more (H- less art The labours 
of <he lo<Hn were not introduced till a later period. 
In a country of hunters, the hides and furs of 
animals killed for food afford a sufficient stock of 
materials for clothing. 

The habitations of mankind also vary with the 
climate. In cold climates defence against the 
storms <tf winter is the most important object ; 
and, for attaining this, cavities are sometimes diig 
in the earth, especially in the sides of moun- 



Digitized by 



Google 



33 SHEtCH OP THE PROGRESS Of SOCIfiTY. 

tains *• In warm climates shelter from the heat of 
the sun and from the rains that prevail at certain 
seasons is chiefly regarded. The woods supply the 
materials. A sufficient number of stakes are driven 
into the ground, and the interstices wattled with 
branches and covered with leaves. The roofs 
are formed in a similar manner. In some places 
the huts are constructed of turf or clay. The 
manufacture of bricks from clay mixed with 
straw, and dried in the sun, or by fire, was an 
early invention. 

Fuel may hcM the next place among the ne- 
cessaries of life. In cold climates mankind can 
hardly subsist without it; and even in warm 
climates the practice of preparing victuals by fire 
is so general, that it cannot easily be dispensed 
with. In every country, exc^ the coldest, 
which are hardly inhabitaUe, there is, previous 
to the introduction of agricultore, a sufficient 
quantity of wood for fuel as well as for other 
purposes, at hand, and nothing is wanted but the 
labour of cutting and breaking it. The working 

* Our nayigat(»rs in the most iohoflpttable regions have lateljr 
discovered that even ice and snow are used as materials for 
habitation daring winter. 
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of <$0sd^iiie8 bdbilgs ia a l^tet period Df soeiety^ 
aft^ Wckkl had beornne scarcig id cmsM^ueiice 6f 
the extensioii of ftgtieultui^. 

AndU^r mxJ^e^ of f^xettiotk MUi» froth the ne- 
ceesity of defence Itgaimt fet-cMstoud atihudB, and 
agahlst hostile tribes of tnen. The arts and 
means of defence are ^imils^ to thole employed 
by the hunter in procuring food, but more cir- 
cumspection is required, and the united efforts 
(^ntmibers is necessary* 

If the desire of mankind had been limited to 
a supply of food and necessary clottiing, habi- 
tation, and fuel, his progress in art would have 
been tery limited, and the expansion of bis Acui- 
ties much circumscribed* But a desire for con-^ 
yenience and a taste for ornament is congenial 
to his nature, and manifesto itself, at a yery early 
state of society, in the decoraticms, howeyer 
rude, of the dress and uteni^s of the sayage. 
This improves, as society advances, into el^ance, 
and afterwards degenerates into the caprices of 
fashion and fantastical refinement. 

These secondary desires have been unproperly 
called artificial. Under different modifications 
they are universal, and they have a considerable 
mffuence in drawing forth the inventive and 
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active powers of man. Their energy, however, 
depends much upon education and external cir- 
cumstances. It is cherished by plenty, and re- 
pressed by hardship. Hence the exertions of 
mankind in a cold climate are chiefly urged by 
necessity. In a warm climate they are drawn 
forth by the influence of new desires, which 
expand according to the measure of the comfort 
and security they enjoy. 

Although the objects which gratify these 
desires are valued on their own account, the 
pursuit of them is much invigorated by variety 
and emulation; by a desire of shining in the 
eyes of others, and of excelling others. A gen- 
tkman would be little interested in the elegance 
of his house and equipage, a lady would pay 
little attention to her dress and ornaments, were 
these never to be admired by others, or compared 
with those of their neighbours. 

Emulation, in its various forms, is one of the 
most powerful principles of human nature. Its 
earliest direction is to a display of superior 
bodily strength, or a superiority in those exer- 
cises and exertions which have room to operate 
in a savage state. When art and elegance are 
cultivated, it is directed to a display of superior 
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art and elegance. When distinction of property 
takes place, it is directed to a display of superior 
riches. This direction, tlie most reprehensible 
of any, in a degenerate state, almost engrosses 
every other. The superiority of one man above 
another is estimated by the extent of his posses- 
sions, and a dis{day of splendour is set forth, not 
on its own account, but as a proof of the wealth 
of the possessor. 

In the earlier stages of society there is littld 
distinction of rank or fortame. These are intro- 
duced with the increase of wealth and the pro- 
gress of art, and, increasing as these advance^ 
attain a ^eat magnitude, though consideraUy 
diversified in their attendii^ circumstances. In 
some states a considerable share of the comforts 
of life is within the reach of all ranks ; in others 
the labouring classes are restricted to mere neces^ 
saries, and in too many they are held in slavery. 
In some states there is a progressive gradaticm 
from the lowest to the highest rank, and every 
man has a hope of risii^ by exertion above his 
original station. In others there are only two 
classes, the noble and the vulgar, and tiieir 
separation is marked by barriers almost insur- 
mountable. 
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CHAPl'ER III. 

OP WEALTH AND INDUSTRY. 

Altoouoh tke fios^Midn (^ weeltli is not th^ 
most important article in the estimate of haman 
happiness, it holds a pritioipal place in the i^pe- 
eulations of t&# political eccmomist, not only ai^ 
being the chief object to which the exertions of 
mankind, individnally or collectively, are gene-* 
rally dire6ted, but as being, in a ccmsiderable 
degree, the instrument by which the different 
s^tes of society operate on the hrnnan mind, and 
prodtice effects, good Or bad, cfn the condition of 
mankiiid. 

Wealth has been defined a6 consisting in the 
abundant po6sessimi of those corporeal articles 
which are necessary, useful, or agreeaUe to man- 
kind. This definition^ if not ^together free 
from objection, is sufficiently accurate for eVery 
useful purpose- 

Tke materials of all We possess are supplied 
by nature : but the quantity of many of them is 
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gi^ttly increased by faunmn industry^ and ^ 
rude materials which nature furnishes are thereby 
prepared and adapted to the various purposes 
which contribute to the support or acconunoda^ 
tion of human life. 

The amount of our weidth, therefore, depends 
on the fertility of the country we inhabit, and the 
quantity and ddUul direction of the labour 0at^ 
ployed in cultivating the earth, and working up 
its produce for the sup^y <^ our wants, and the 
gfat^b^ation of our luxuries. 

Industry lays the foundation of wealth. The 
dii^Kisition to indus^ is very different in dif« 
ferent communities, and also in different mem* 
bers of the same conmiunity. Simte ascribe 
this to natural, and some to moral causes, fmd 
both may have their efficacy. A climate mode* 
rately cold, which braces, but does not chill the 
human constitulJOn, which does not afford abun- 
dMtce of spontaneous fruit, but yields a liberal 
return to the labours of the husbandman, is na* 
tunJly favourable to industry. A system of 
polity which s^ows every man to fbUow the em- 
ployment most suitable to his genius and inclina* 
tion, and in the place in which he can cairy it on 
to most advantage, and secures him the safe 
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possession and free disposied of what he acquires^ 
promotes it by its moral tendency. 

At the same time, so remarkaUe a diversity is 
observed in the disposition of different nations 
towards industry, that some have been led to 
believe there was an inherent difference in the 
races of men, as there are in the breeds of ani- 
mals ; and ascribe the superiority which some 
possess to a native energy granted to certain 
tribes, but denied to others. 

However this may be, the industry of man in 
his actual state can only be drawn into exertion 
by the motives which influence human nature* 
Although it be true that a life of industry is 
happier than a life of idleness, it is no less true 
<hat some motive of hope or fear, some good to 
be enjoyed, or some evil to be avoided, is neces- 
sary to call forth his activity. 

The West Indian slave is compelled to labour 
by the lash of the overseer. The European 
labourer may be forced by the dread of starving, 
or he may be swayed by the more cheering 
motives of procuring for himself and family a 
competent share of the enjoyments of life. 

Although these incitements to industry may 
in some degree be blended, it is of importance 
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to determine which ought to predominate ; whe- 
ther the exertions of the kbourer should be 
diiefly forced by necessity, or induced by the 
hopes of ameliorating his situation. 

These systems will not entirely coalesce. If 
compulsion be resorted to for obtaining labour, 
the utmost exertions of the labourer will be 
required to afford him subsistence, and there is 
little more he can expect If comfort and a 
share of affluence be the reward of much indus- 
try, a moderate share of industry will be suffi- 
cient for procuring necessarks, and sometimes 
no more may be exerted. 

Arguments said to be founded on experience 
are adduced in favour of the harsher system. It 
is alleged that in time of plenty less labour is 
performed; that a man who can earn subsis- 
tence by working three days in a week will not 
easily be induced to continue at work for six 
days ; and that an increase of wages, from what- 
ever cause, leads to intemperance. 

If we extend our views to the improvement 
of human nature and <he promotion of general 
happiness, there cannot be room for hesitation. 
A systan which condemns the most numerous 
and useful part of mankind to earn a scanty 
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flubsistence by hard labotir, without hope of im* 
proTing their circumstances, or cheering the 
intenrals of labour by a share of the comforts 
which nature and industry afford; a system 
which considers that portion of our fellow crea- 
tures as mere machines, to be emplojred in 
gratifying the luxury, or soothing the caprice of 
their superiors, for whose service they were 
farmed ; a system which tends to stifle every 
generous sentiment, and call forth the malig- 
nant passions of envy and hatred, or reduce the 
mind of the labomer to Ihe lowest degree of 
abasement, — such a system cannot be reprobated 
in terms of too great severity. 

It may be thought this pietore is overcharged. 
Perhaps it is so : but the bad effects of the sys- 
tan are only limited by tibe impracticability of 
carrjring^it fully into ejseeution; Its tendency is 
to produce the evils ahovementioned, and it only 
&lls short of doing so because it cannot bo en*- 
forced completely. 

If we confine our attention to the quantity of 
wcxk perfbrmefitas the only valuable object^ even 
in.thatlknited point of vi^w, there are sufficient 
reasons fer preferring the more gfifoearous system. 
Hofe is a nmra enliaremng and active princif^e 
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than fear. If a man's pro^MScts be ecmfined 
to procuring nec^saries from day to day by 
hard labour^ his qoriljs are depressed, and hk 
exertiana enfeebled. Hopt, iadeed, is so nar 
tund to tiie human mind, that it can hardly 
be eradicated by any treatment, however severe: 
but so £Nr as the coercive system is established, 
hope is damped, with all the energy that springs 
from it Let industry be rewarded by c(»npe- 
tency, and we need not fear but industry will in 
general prevail. 

The man who can procure necessaries by part 
of the labour which he is capable of performing, 
will seldom stop at that point, but will ^i^avour 
by further exertions to obtain a share of such 
things a3 contribute to his present gratification, 
or to lay up^a store for future exigencies : yet 
labour, when carried too far, eitJier in severity 
or duration, is impressive to human nature, and 
ev^ man wffl irtop at a certain point This 
will be diffN-ent in different men, not only frmn 
the inequality of their bodily strength, but Ae 
difference of their spirit, activity, and habits, and 
the force of tiieir acquired desires ; but all wiH 
stop at a lower point than if they were labouring 
to keep tiiems€flves from starving. It does not, 
however, follow that a smaller quantity of wwk 
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will be done under cheering views, tium when 
the labourer is forced to exert his strength to 
the utmost. Such compulsion may produce a 
greater temporary eflfect; but it exhausts the 
powers both of body and mind, and brings on im- 
becility and premature decay* 
' A man is induced to continue at labour by the 
prospect of obtaining a reward for it ; he is in- 
clined to discontinue it by fatigue. The stronger 
motive will prevail. Whatever adds to the force 
of the former, or weakens that of the latter, will 
increase the quantity and produce of labour. 

The strength of the motives to labour depends 
upon the quantity of desirable articles which 
that labour can procure, and the relish which 
the man has for the enjoyments they afford. 
He will exert, if he can thereby procure a certain 
measure of wealth. If the acquisition within 
his reach be lower, he may give way to indo- 
lence. Every improvement in art and skill which 
renders labour more productive, adds to the 
quantity of labour performed by oflFering a higher 
reward for it. It is, therefore, an erroneous 
system to tax the luxuries of the poor, and lessen 
their enjoyments, with the design of forcing their 
industry. For necessaries a poor man will exert 
himself to the utmost, but in regard to luxuries 
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he will balance the fatigue of obtaining them 
against the gratification Aey afford. It is absurd 
to suppose he will work more for the sake of 
obtaining a smaller than a greater share of enjoy- 
ment. Things, not in themselves necessary, 
become so in a great measure from habit ; and 
when the habit is acquired, a man will exert 
himself much rather than forego his wonted 
gratification. Tobacco is at first a nauseous 
drug ; but those who ai^e accustomed to use it 
cannot easily dispense with it, and will work 
hard rather than go without their tobacco. 

The industry of the labourer is best drawn 
forth by cherishing those desires which it will 
require all his exertions to gratify : and this 
does not require any delicate management. 
They spring up naturally, if obstructions be not 
thrown in the way. The savage Indian has no 
relish for the enjoyments of civilized life : but a 
taste for these enjoyments begins at an early 
period of society, and increases at every step of 
its progress. To be well fed and comfortably 
clothed and lodged ; to have a sufficient supply 
of fuel in a cold climate ; to be able to engage 
in the connections of a family at that age when 
the propensities of nature are strongest; tQ 
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maintain and edueate one's children in a decent 
manner ; to lay up some provision as a resource 
for sickness or old age ; tliese are desires suffi* 
eiei^tly powerful and universal to excite induetry, 
and sulficiently diversified to give it ample 
scope. 
Industry is prom<^;ed by the following mtim^ 
By directing education and euiy hahiti^ in ^ 
f manner that tends to increase bodily stfeng^^ 
and reconcile the mind to application and persch 
verance ; 
. By placing within the reach of the )ahoKUieff 

^ a competent share of those enjoyments which 

are suitable to his station ; 
^ By affording him, at all times, an oppwtuni^rjr 

^ of exerting his industry to advantage ; 

By seciuring him. the free possession and en- 
^ ^ joyment of what his industry has gained ; 

By offering, not only a share of the enjoyments 
^ of life, but respectability and an advancement io 
the scale of society, as a reward for successful 
industry. 

The case of an isolated individual has seldom^ 
if ever, existed. Such a being, if placed in a 
favourable climate, and possessed of a few tools, 
might not only contmue to live, but might pror 
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ctare fiome sm»ll share of llie comiwis of life. 
This is well illustrated in the exceUent fictitious 
history iji B4>bi»soii Crusoe, which is said to be 
jfounded oa the jreal fact of one AlexaiMler Sel- 
kirk liaving 1>eeu left several years in a desert 
idand. Mai^ind, in erery condition which falls 
und» our vfew at present, or of which we have 
any authaiiic records^ have been associated in 
tribes more or less numerous, and have possessed 
some weapons and other bnidements. Their 
imion in society has given rise to various expe^ 
dknts whieh increase the efficacy of labour in the 
production of eammodities^ and it is instructive 
to trace these, as &r as we are aUe, from their 
rudiments, and mark flietr progress*. 

By tiie mere co-operation of a number ci mm 
many tiungs are done which exceed the power 
of Bn individual. . Heavy bodies are removed 
from places where, they are cumbersome,^ or 
brought to places where they are useful ; works 
eS magnitude are ccmstructed. A single man 
couM not build a modem hoisse of the better 
kind, though be were bred to the en^loyment 
and siq)fdied w^h the usual tods^ lie could 
Tkci make or navigate a ship, iK^r dig and labour 
a mine. 

D2 
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Among the means which have contributed, 
successively or collaterally, to the increase of 
wealth, some of the more remarkable are, divi- 
sion of labour and exchange of conunodities ; 
application of the strength of animals and other 
natural powers; use of metals; machinery of 
every kind ; appropriation of land ; use of money ; 
lending on interest ; paper credit ; foreign com- 
merce; colonization, and foreign settlements. 
Some of these are coeval with society, and find 
place in the smallest and simplest communities* 
Others cannot be introduced till large states 
be formed, and mankind have made considerable 
progress in arts and civilization. 

Division of labour is justly reckoned among 
the most efficacious means of rendering it more 
productive, and has been much attended to by 
writers on political economy. It commences in 
B very early state of society. Gain, we are told, 
?was a tiller of the ground; but Abel kept a 
flock of sheep ; and Tubal Cain was an artificer 
in brass and iron. Its scope is much enlarged 
by the progress of art. A man constantly 
engaged in any ordinary mechanical profession 
performs more and better work than another 
who applies to a variety of employments by 
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turns; and in the nicer works of art, the man 
who gives all his time and attention to a single 
manual operation acquires a high degree of de- 
spatch and dexterity. The advantage gained 
by the division of labour in the pin manufactory 
is estimated to increase its efficacy at least some 
hundred times, and instances might be adduced 
in which its effect is still more considerate^ 
This principle, however, is not equally applicable 
to every kind of labour, and some of the cases in 
which it is carried farthest are comparatively 
trivial. In the labours of agriculture, the most 
important of any, its application is considerably 
limited. 

Exchange ja£ commodities, either by barter or 
sale, and division of labour, accompany each 
other. Without exchange of commodities there 
could be no division of labour ; and there would 
be little ropni for the former, unless different 
commodities were placed in different hands by 
means of the laiter. Without recurring, as some 
have done, to a natural instinct inclining men to 
traffic, the utility of the practice is sufficient to 
account for its early and universal adoption. 
When traffic is carried on by the exchange of 
commodities, without the intervention of any 
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medium or a reference to any, it is called barter; 
and as this is the simplest, it was the earliest 
kind. It still takes place in the transactions of 
civilized nations witii those in a state of com* 
parative rudeness, as well as in the latter among 
themselves. The European barters his wares 
with the Indian of North America for a certain 
nmnber of furs ; and our navigators trafficked 
with the inhabitants of the South Sea islands by 
purchasing their hogs in return for iron, fea* 
thers, and toys. So imiversal is the practice, 
that savage tribes produce their conunodities on 
the arrival of strangers, and carry on a traffic 
by signs, when neither of them understand a 
word of the language of the other. 

It is not by his personal labour alone that 
man supplies his wants. He causes the stronger 
and more tractable animals to labour for him. 
He causes the elements of water, wind, and 
steam, to labom* for him. 

The operations of agricidture were at first 
performed by manual labour. Shovels only were 
used in those parts of America where agricidture 
was practised, when that country was discovered. 
But the training of cattle, and application of their 
strength to plowing, carriages, and other pur- 
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pe«es, was introduced at an early period. Oxen 
were used for diese piurposes in Egypt in the 
time of the patriarchs, and in Arabia in the time 
of Job. The horse, the most useful animal, 
seems not to have been had recourse to so soon. 
The as8« the camel, the r^in-<leer, and some other 
animals, are employed in climates to which their 
nature is adapted. 

The first natural el^nent that man made sub- 
servient to liis purposes was fire. Universal as 
this now is, and necessary as we deem it, there 
is sufEk^ient evidence that scmie tribes, in their 
earliest state, were entirely ignorant of it ; and 
in some which have lately been discovered it 
was equally wanting. Besides its use in che- 
rishing the human constitution in cold climates^ 
and in the preparation of food, many of the most 
important arts ahnost entirely depend on it. 
The smdting, refining, and working of metaUi, 
glass-making, brick-making, pottery, sugar- 
baking, brewing, and many others, fall under 
this description. 

The application of water to work for man was 
not a very early invention. Corn-mills were 
wrought by manual labour, and afterwards 
driven by cattle, before water was applied to that 
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purpose. This invention seems to have been 
made in Asia about the time of Mithridates, or 
earlier. Water^niUs were known in Rome in 
the time of Augustus, but were not then common; 
They had become so in the reign of Justinian, 
as appears from his Gxie ; and the knowled^ of 
them was soon extended to all the nations of 
Eurc^. The earliest application of water-mills 
was for grinding corn, and it is still the most 
important. But they are now also employed for 
sawing timber, hammering metals, i^d many 
other purposes. Water-wheels are commonly 
driven by the impulse of falling water ; but they 
are also constructed on flowing rivers, or placed 
on the sea-beach so as to be driven by tl^ flowing 
and ebbing of the tide. Modem improvements 
in hydraulics have led to other ways of employ- 
ing the power of water in places where water* 
wheels coidd not be used with advantage. 

Wind, a more unmanageable element, has also 
been employed to work for man. The invention 
of wind-mills is later than that of water-^mills, 
and its origin is not well known; but they seem 
likewise to have been an eastern invention, and 
to have been brought into use in Europe about 
the time of the Crusades. These mills are chiefly 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP WBALTH AMD INDUSTRY. 41 

used in countries, sueh as the Netherlands, whera 
a sufficiency of runnmg water for driving waters 
mills cannot be procured, and have been brought 
there to the greatest perfection. 

The very important use of the power of wind 
in navigation will fall under our consideration in 
another place. 

The power of water can only be procured in 
certain places ; that of vrind is only supplied by 
nature at certain times. Another power, that of 
steam, has been had recourse to, which is neither 
limited in regard to place nor time, but may be 
applied wherever fuel can be provided, and is 
completely under management. The applicaticm 
of this power is a recent invention. It is less ob- 
vious than the other natural powers, and requires 
a more intricate apparatus : Init now threatens to 
supplant them all. It has hardly been in use 
a century ; and for a considerable part of that 
time was implied to no other purpose but that of 
raising water from mines. Of late years the 
md^hinery requisite for its operations has been 
much improved by Mr. Watt and others ; and 
engines have been constmcted on every scale, 
from a fraction of a horse-power to those of 
above an hundred, and applied for almost every 
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Idbd of Work» In thia aarlier ea^mes the t>r€»- 
«ure of th6 atmosphere was properly tbe actiisg 
power, steam being only used for producing a 
vacuum; but in.llie pl'esent <Hies the elasticity 
of the steam ako acts as a power. The imme- 
diate effect of this poteer is to produce a vibrar 
tory motion; but mechanical means hare been 
found of deriving from it a rotatory motion, 
nearly as uniform as that product by a water- 
wheel. 

One of the latest and most useful applications 
i>f steam is that of giving motion to shipping. 
This was first done in America, about twenty 
years ago, and is now in cc»nmon use in Britain 
•€tnd oilier countries. It is particularly suited to 
passage vessels, whose arrival at their place of 
destinatic^^ when impelled by this power, may 
in general be itccurately depended on. By this 
mea^ the navigation of the river Mississippi, 
which was formerly very difficult, is so much 
facilitated as to promise to open the means of 
imj^ovement to an immense tract of country, 
hitherto almost included from commimication 
with civiliaed nations* 

We may also notice another artificial power — 
that of gunpowder, which is used in some me*- 
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chanical opetations. The principal one is Ae 
splitting <^ hard rocks, which can scarcely he 
effected by any other power whatever. 

The use of metals is so in^rtant, that the 
progress of a nation in wealth and ccunfort 
depends considerably on the measure in which 
it possesses diem. Some nations are entirdy 
destitute of them, and their rank in the scale of 
society is of consequence very low. The sabr 
stances from which metals, eq>ecially the more 
useful ones, are obtained, are generally so hidden 
in the earth, and bear so little resemblance to 
the metal in its perfect and useful state, and 
require such intricate operations to be brought 
to that state, that it is difficidt to account fw 
their discovery by means merely human« The 
most useful metals were, however, known to the 
nations of the ancient world at an earlier period 
than autiientic history reaches to. Gtold and 
silver seem to have been first known, as might 
be expected, from their being frequency found 
in their metallic state. They are, however, too 
soft, and are obtained in too small quantities, to 
be useful for general purjkNses* Cc^per was 
next in order. Iron, the .most useful o£ any. 
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being more recondite, was a later discovery. 
The operations of smelting the ores, and foi^ng 
the metals, if inventions merely hmnan, are sur- 
prising efforts of human ingenuity. No less so 
is the art of multiplying, in some measure, the 
number of metals by mixture; Ihus forming 
alloys, more useful for many purposes than the 
simple metals of which they are composed. 
Among these, brass, a composition of copper and 
zinc, and bronise, a composition of copper and 
tin, deserve particular notice. Tlie art of . con- 
verting iron from the untractable state in which 
it comes from the forge, to a malleable substance 
fit for ordinary purposes, or into a harder sub- 
stance, steel, for weapons and tools, is no less 
remarkable. At the discovery of America, the 
more advanced nations were possessed of gold, 
silver, and copper ; but not of iron, tin, or lead. 
The ruder tribes had no metals whatever. 

Akin to the discovery of the metals, is that 
of glass-making;, so useful for fumishing the 
more convenient method of introducing light 
into our houses, and for many other purposes. 
This art is later, but is of great antiquity, though 
it has heea mudi imjHroved in modem times. 
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The art ^f pottery, aLso very anci^it, affiMfds 
many articles which contribute to the accommo- 
dation of mankind, 

Man esLU do litde by his labour without the 
aid of tocds. We find no tribe entirely unpro-^ 
yided.wilii diem; but their number has been 
much enlarged, and their structure improved,, 
by the progress of art. In agriculture, tte 
shovel and the. rake have been succeeded by the 
plough and the harrow ; and the first rude and 
simple forms of these instruments have been, 
succeeded by others more commodious. The. 
scythe, the sowing and drilling machines, the 
fiumers, have been inlxoduced in their proper 
jj^aces; and the very recent invention of ibe 
thrashing-mill has nearly superseded the hard 
manual labour by which that operation was for^ 
merly perfcmned. 

The use of tools in mechanic arts is still more 
extensive. In timber-work, the axe, the adze, 
the plane, the saw, and the tuming-l^the, en- 
able the artificer to diape his material into 
innumeraUe forms with facility. The last^ 
named instrument has been much diversified, 
and apjdied to die speedy and accurate exe- 
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eution of many of the most ciirk>us works of 

In the department of clothing, the use of the 
distaff and simple loom, by which the first webs 
w^re formed, was a considerable advance above 
the condition wherein skins and leaves were the 
only materials used for that purpose. The spin*- 
nii^-wheel followed — ^the lotan was improved. 
Yet, from these, as they were constructed some 
centuries ago, to the machinery of Arkwright, 
and the complex loom^ which fabricate damask 
and imitate tapeslry, how vast is the distance ! 

The department of hardware pa'esents us with 
examples of ingenuity no less remarkable* By 
the complicated machinery in the workshops of 
Birmingham and Sheffield, an immense variety 
af articles, ornomeiital or useful, are formed 
with ease, despatch, and accuracy. We have 
tods to make todts, m several successive grada- 
tions. 

ThiMigh we can only mention a few instances, 
we csmnot forbear taking notice of that very 
viduable instrument, the prfntmg*>press, by which 
writing is indefinitely multiplied, «ai wha1>- 
ever is valuable in seienee or literatare com- 
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monicated to the public and transmitted to 
posterity. The general circulation of news- 
papers in the present time, however improperly 
they are sometimes conducted, has a powerful 
effect in the dissemination of knowledge among 
every rank of men. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF REWARDS FOR INVENTIONS. 

As the produce of labour depends so much on 
the direction it receives from human ingenuity, 
whatever contributes to excite or enlarge the 
inventive powers of man, is valuable from the 
increase thereby aflforded to the materials for 
human enjoyment, as well as for the more im- 
portant purpose of advancing the powers of the 
human mind to a higher degree of improvement. 

Some rare instances of superior inventive 
talents have occurred in nations still in a rude 
and ignorant state. But in general these talents 
expand, and become eminently usefid, in a more 
advanced period of society. Nature has endued 
a sujBBicient number of mankind with such a 
share of genius, as, with moderate culture, or 
at least if not depressed, will exhibit itself in 
useful discoveries, and will sometimes break 
forth in spite of much discouragement. 

Errors in polity may check the natural deve- 
lopment of genius and retard the consequents 
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improvement of art If a lai^e portion of the 
commnnity be held in actual slavery, or reduced 
by oppression to a state not much better than 
slavery; if a nian be obliged to follow the 
occupation ' of his forefathers ; if aristocratical 
maxims raise an insurmountable barrier be- 
tween different ranks, and deny any counte- 
nance to genius struggling to emerge ; if the 
useful arts be held in contempt; if Hie pre- 
vailing sentiments favour an attachment to an- 
cient practices, and dislike to innovation ; under 
such discouragements genius languishes, and 
the progress of art is slow. 

It is the duty of Government to counteract 
these errors. It has little power to call forth 
gen^i^s by direct institutions, yet what littlie can 
be done with a view to this ought not to be 
ne^ected. 

An adequate reward for useful discoveries 
is a debt due by the public. This reward 
either arises from public esteem, or is of a 
pecuniary nature. 

It is a common observation that men given 
to scheme, although great benefactors to the 
public, often injure their own fortunes. The 
observation is just,' and the fact much to be - 
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pegrettwi. One useful discovery may fuUy repay 
the debt which every man owes to the wealth 
of the community: btit among ten schemes 
nine are generally unsuccessful. The expense 
of the ujosuccass^ experiments falls on the pro- 
•jectorv and there is a risk of his being a loser 
-even by those which succeed. Before he brings 
his discovery to perfection . he bestows much 
time, and makes many trials^ and afker it is 
knowu axid ^adopted by the public, it affords him 
little &rther emolument. > 

There are three ways' by which a useful 
discovery may afford an advaiitage to its author*; 
, — ^by his keeping it a secret; i)y obtaining an 
exclusive patent for exercising it; or by his 
receiving a direct pecuniary reward from the 
public. ' 

The method of concealment is not applicable 
to every' kind of discovery; an operation in 
chemistry may, be kept secret; but improve- 
ments in {^iculture and mechanics, if practised, 
must be known. Even when concealment ip 
practicable, there is alwayis a risk of discovery, 
and then there is an end of the inventor'« reh 
ward, at a period i entirely undetermined, «oonef' 
or later, as chance riiayorde^r it. But the ftixir 
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cqml objection to this mode of rewwxi is drawn 
from the injury the public sustains. The in- 
ventor is deterred by the fear of discovery from 
exercising his art so extensively as the public 
service may require. He may be inclined to 
confine it to a narrow scale^ such as he can 
mansLge personally, or with few assistunts, and 
tiwre is a risk of the invention being lost to the 
public at his death. 

The second method of rewarding discoveriep; 
is by granting a patent for a monc^ly. K this 
be limited to a moderate duration, it does not 
deserve the censure sometimes bestowed on it. 
During the- currency of the patent, the public are 
gain^s to a certain extent, for it is the interest 
of tibie patentee to bring the subject of his inven- 
tion to market on moderate terms; and, when 
Ihe pat^it expires^ the public have the full 
benefit. It is, perhaps, the most unexceptionable 
mode of rewarding useful discoveries: as the 
article for which the pM^ent is granted must find 
its own way to public use, the reward can only 
attach to articles by which the public is benefited, 
or supposes itself to be so, and the extent of the 
reward will generally be in proportion to the 
value of the invention. 

£ 2 
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Patents may sometimes be granted for trifling 
articles which are introduced by fashion into 
general use^ and become highly lucrative to the 
patentee. When this happens, an individual 
gains without deserving it ; but the public can 
hardly be deemed to sustain an injury. The 
gain of the patentee is a tax on the capice of 
those who use.the article. A patent for a paltry 
improvement on shoe-buckles is said to have 
made the fortune of the prq)rietor.' 

The restrictions under which patents are 
granted by the laws of Britain, seem to remove 
every objection to which this mode of reward is 
liable. The duration is limited to the term, of 
fourteen years, the applicant is obliged to give a 
full specification of his invention, and the patent 
is set aside if the specification be imperfidct, or 
if it appear that his claim to the discovery is not 
well founded. 

In a few instances a patent of longer duration 
has been granted by Act of Parliament This 
is exceptionable in regard to precedent and 
•departure from general principle. It would be 
better, if in any case, from peculiar circun^ 
stances, a patent for the usual term be insufficient, 
to aid it by a pecimiary reward. 
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To this head we may refer the right which 
authors have to the exclusive publicatiou of their ' 
works. This is now extended for a l<mger term, 
and in all cases subsists during the life of the 
autiior. 

The third method is that of a direct pecuniary 
reward granted by the public. This method is 
exceptionable from the risk of partiality in be-^ 
stowing it. Sometimes through error, sometimes 
through favour, rewards may be given for pre- 
tended discoveries, or such as are of small value. 
At other times they may be refused, or sparingly 
bestowed, and the inventors may be driven to 
the expedient of tx)ncealment. It is hardly pos* 
sible, even witii the best information and utmost 
impartiality, to apporti<m the reward so well to 
the. utility of the inventiim as patents do. There 
are cases, however, where thia method should be 
had: recourse to: when a valuable discovery is 
of such a nature that it is hardly possible to pre- 
vent it from being generally practised. A new 
plough may be the subject of a patent; but a 
new method of ploughing must be rewarded by 
a premium, or not at all. The discovery of a me- 
tiiod for recovering decayed trees was a proper 
subject for a premium, being effected by a com-^ 
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position which, when known, every gardener 
could mske and nse. Rewards are proper when, 
from the nature of the invention, patents are not 
applicable, or where there is a strong call to 
communicate the fiill benefit of it at once to the 
public The rewards c^ered for discovering the 
longitude at sea are proper. The physician who 
introduced the practice of vaccination, received 
most deservedly, a liberal reward from the 
public 

Societies have been established for promoting 
agriculture and useful arts, by bestowing pre- 
miums on useful discoveries, or on the best 
articles of produce or manufacture exhibited, or 
on the performance of ordinary operations in the 
best manner. These societies^ well conducted, 
as they generally are, may do considerable good: 
for the small rewards they bestow are accom- 
panied with a higher honorary gratification, and 
it is hardly possible they can do any harm«. 
Suppose premiums granted for introducing modes 
of agriculture into a district of the country, which 
ore practised in other districts with advantage 
These may be unsuitable to the climate, and may 
not succeed. But if among many trials a few 
be successful, the public is amply recompensed 
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for the expense of them idL The farmer is re- 
strained &om experiment by local prejudices, as 
well as by the real risk of failure^ and stands in 
need of the encouragement of « premiuni.. It is 
in some measure owing to this^ that the valuable 
improvements of raising sown grass, and other 
grew crops, have been inti^oduced into some 
parts of the ccmntry, and plantations, especially 
of the hardy larix, cover many of our hills that 
were accounted unsusceptible of improvement. 

But prenuUms should never be e;?Ltended be- 
yond the term requisite for the introduction of 
a practice into a place wher^ it was unknown 
before. A farmer may be prevented from sowing 
turnips by ignorance or timidity, tiU he see his 
neighbour do it with succeiss. But the p-actice^ 
if proper, when once introduced, will make 
rapid progress. To continue premiums for rais-, 
ingany article .on an ext^jsive scale, and during 
a long course o£ years, is not only a useless but 
a perhidous expenditure of public money. It 
is forcing a species of culture Which does not 
suit .the climate. The large sums bestowed in 
Scotland for many years, in premiums for pro- 
moting the culture of flax, seem liable to this 
censure. 
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Societies fonned for the promotion of sci- 
ence, conducted upon principles entirely hono- 
rary, are entitled to the highest respect, and 
seem exempted from any risk of misapplication* 
Eminent genius may not require their fostering 
care, and if a few be engaged by tibeir means 
in pursuits for which nature did not intend 
them, the public hardly feels the loss ; yet ex- 
perience concurs with reason in evincing the 
advantages which result from the association of 
ingenious men in their philosophical researches. 

Useful as the art of printing is, there are 
many nice points in the application of art to its 
various purposes which are better taught by 
exhibition, accompanied by oral direction. Hence 
the utility of public lectures where the applica- 
tion of science to practical purposes is illus- 
trated by experiment. These lectures may aim 
at the development of the abstruser parts of 
science, or they may be of a more superficial 
nature, and both are useful to different classes 
of hearers, and deserving of encouragement. 

Tiie efficacy of labour is carried to the utmost 
extent by the vast stock of practical knowledge 
accumulated in a succession of ages. Art .and 
skill are progressive, but their progress, in differ^ 
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ent ages and naticms, is very unequal. In China 
some of the more useful arts were known at an 
earlier period than in Europe, but they have 
never attained the same perfection. The human 
mind exerts an ^lergy at certain periods which 
political institutions cannot do much to forward, 
nor can its causes be Mly investigated by hiunan 
sagacity. 

But there is little risk, as society is now 
constituted, of losing what is cmcC; attained. By 
means of the press and of oral instruction every 
discovery, whether the result of investigation, or 
the eflfect of accident, soon becomes generally 
known, and is introduced into general practice. 
Every improvement in agriculture, in metallurgy, 
and the otiier practical branches of chemistry, 
in mechanics, enlarges permanently the power of 
man over the material world. 

The ccMiquest of the civilized world by bar- 
barous nations is the only event that could cause 
the loss of what has been acquired. Something 
of this kind took place when the Roman empire 
was subverted, and when the polished nations of 
Asia were overrun by hordes of Tartars. Mo- 
dem Europe is little exposed to a similar hazard. 
TTiere does not now exist an extent of territory 
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in a Ibapbarous state sufficient to furnish numbers 
for the conquest of what is cirilized> and the 
more general diffusion of knowledge among the 
ihodernis would even secure the permanency of 
any after-conquest. The entire extermination 
of the former inhabitants is impracticable, and 
the conquerors would acquire the arts and adopt 
the manners of the survivors. This has hap- 
pened several times m China, which has been 
i^bdued by Tartars, without losing the civiliza- 
tion it had attained. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OP CAPITAL. 

To obtain distinct views of the pn^^ess of 
wealth it may be proper to inquire, first, into that 
measure of it which a community of a less or 
gireater extent may acquire by the resources of 
its own industry and skill, wh^ti unconnected 
wiHi the rest of the world, or surrounded with 
a wall o( brass, as Bishop Berkeley supposes; 
and afterwards into the effects ]HXKluced by a 
commercial intercourse with other countries. 

In a former chapter we have taken a cursory 
view of the means of acquiring wealth* The 
fruits of human industry are seldom entirely con- 
sumed by that generation which produces them. 
A part remains for the benefit of succeeding ge- 
nerations. Even in the rudest state, 4he hut 
which a man has built, d,nd the simple tools he 
has madC) are usefid to his children and succes- 
sors ; and, for the most part, every generation 
transmits a lai^er share of wealth to its pos- 
terity than it received from its imcestors. The 
wealth thus accumula^d is called Capital. 
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The stock of practical knowledge above men- 
tioned is an inheritance of great value; but 
seems rather to be a means of increasing the 
power of acquiring wealth, than to constitute any 
part of it. A more tangible inheritance is handed 
down in every age to posterity. 

Improvements in agriculture constitute a valu- 
aWe part of this wealth. The e«urth, even in 
the more favourable climates, requires to be 
cultivated in order to yield any considerate 
quantity of food. The effect of tiie labour be- 
stowed on it does not always terminate . with 
the succeeding crop, but often renders the soil 
more productive for a long time after. The 
operations of ploij^hing and manuring, indeed, 
only' answer a temporary purpose ; but those of 
clearing, draining, levelling, and inclosing, are 
beneficial for ages. Some of these improvements 
can hardly be lost by neglect, and all of them 
can be preserved by a much less portion pf labour 
than was requisite at first for their execution. 

A person advanced in life is struck with 
pleasing astonishment when he observes the 
impovements that have taken jdace during his 
own time ; barren heaths converted into fertile, 
fields, rich pastures, or smiling gardens ; wretched 
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modes of husbandry giving way to a spirited and 
far more productive system; tlie cattle more 
vigorous ; the peasants exhibiting higher indica- 
tions of plenty and conrfort. If he could ccwn- 
pare the present state of the country with that 
which it presented some centuries ago, the con- 
trast would be still more remarkable. 

To this head we may refer the stock of use- 
ful plants which are cultivated in then* present 
state of perfection. Some of these, as wheat, 
are so much ameliorated by culture, that we are 
hardly able now to trace their native climate. 
Others, as potatoes, have been introduced more 
lately, and therefore their history is better 
known, but they form an accession no less valu- 
able to the produce of the soil. To this head 
also belongs the stock of domestic animals, 
which, through the gift of nature, have been 
multiplied iand improved by human care, and 
i>y the attention given to the choice of breeds. 

Sottie countries are covered with wood by the 
luxuriant hand of nature, and must be cleared to 
render them healthy and jfit for cultivation. 
Oliiers do not contain, at least in modern times, 
a sufficiency of wood for shelter and other pm> 
poses ; and industry is requisite for supplying 
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the deficiency* The labour exerted, whedier m 
jdanting or clearing, so far as it renders the 
couatry inore fertile or more commodious, is 
alike beneficial, and is the means of transmitting 
a better inheritance to posterity. 

The working of a mine, in some sense, ex- 
hausts the stores of the eartL Yet as thes^ 
hidden stores only become useful by discovery, 
whether accidental, or the result of laborious 
search, the stock of general wealth is augmented 
by known mines ; and the operations necessary 
for setting, a mine agoing constitute part of its 
value. 

Highways, bridges, and navigable canals, by 
facilitating conveyance, promote all kinds of 
improvement, and add much to the value of a 
country. 

The other parts of accumulated wealth con- 
sist chiefly of the foUoWipg articles : — 

The great variety of tools used in manufac- 
ture, engines and mills of every kind, with their 
appendages, wheel-carriages, furnaces, appa- 
jratus for experimental philosophy. 

All buildings, whether appropriated ^m^ places 
of manufacture, for private dwelling, or for pub- 
lic purposes ; churches, halls, colleges, schods^ 
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theatres, hospitals^ granaries^ warehouses, pri- 
sons. 

The quantity of corn, and other provisions, 
laid up in store. 

The whole stock of articles intended for fu- 
ture ccmsumption, whether con^pletely prepared 
for use, or requiriijg further manufacture ; wool, 
flax, cotton, silk, leather^ metals, and other ma- 
terials, and all the commodities into which they 
are formed* 

TTie shipping belonging to the country, arti- 
ficial harbours, and improvements of natural 
ones ; light-houses ; boats, and implements for 
fishing. 

Nor must we omit those articles which, 
though not, strictly speaking, convertible to use, 
become objects of desire by gratifying taste or 
caprice. Under this head we may comprehend 
pictures, statues, and other works of elegant art 
Musical instruments, libraries, and books, wher- 
ever kept, claim a very respectable place in our 
lists. The lowest should be assigned to those 
which only contribute to ostentation, or are 
sought after for their rarity; diamonds and 
other precious stones, and uncommon produc- 
tions of nature or art. 
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What place shall we assign to the precious 
metals, to which alone the multitude consider 
the character of wealth as belonging? These 
metals are applicable to some purposes in life, 
and in this view they have a value, though not 
a very high one. In point of real utility, silver 
is much inferior to iron, and gold still more so. 
But the precious metals derive their chief value 
from their universal use as a medium of com- 
merce, and representative of every kind of 
wealth. When applied to this use they become 
MONEY, the nature and advantages of which 
require a particular discussion. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OP MONEY. 

We have already mentioned barter, or the 
exchange of one commodity for another, as the 
simplest and earliest mode of traffic. It la- 
bours, however, under great inconveniences. A. 
has a commodity to spare, and B. wants it. A. 
stands in need of a diflferent commodity, with 
which B. cannot supply him, though he is'^pos- 
sessed of others for which A. has no occasion. 
A. is possessed of a perishable commodity, and 
as he has no immediate wants to supply, he is 
desirous of parting with it, provided he can 
thereby acquire a power of receiving afterwards 
what his future occasions may require. B. 
wants something to afford him present subsist- 
ence, or enable him to carry on his labour till 
the article he proposes to give in return be fit 
for use. In these cases commercial intercourse 
cannot be carried on by barter alone. Confi- 
dence and credit may in part supply the defect : 

but this will be done more effectually and uni- 

F 
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versally by means of some standard article which 
is considered as an equivalent for every kind 
of commodity. Whoever possesses a sufficient 
quantity of that standard may obtain any thing 
which his wants require, and the country af- 
fords, in return: and therefore every man is 
willing to accept of that standard, in exchange 
for what he has to spare. The standard upon 
which the public has fixed this value, and which 
i» actually applied to these purposes, is called 
Money. 

The essential requisites of the materials for. 
money are rarity, durability, and susceptibility 
of minute and accurate division. If their exter- 
nal properties be splendid, and if they be previ- 
ously used for purposes of ornament and magnifi- 
cence, they will more readily acquire that popular 
value which is necessary to give them circula- 
tion. All these qualities are united in gold and 
silver, which, therefore, with few exceptions, 
have been employed as money in civilized 
nations in every age. Copper or brass was 
used in Rome in the earlier ages, for want of 
gold and silver, and is still in general use for 
articles of small value. Iron was had recourse 
to in Sparta, with the design of baBishing 
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luxury. In son^ parts of Africa and lodk^ 
certain spe^iee of shells are employed as moneys 

The use of money commenced at so early a 
period^ that we are not to expect^ nor do we 
meet with^ a distinct history of its introduction. 
It appears to have been known in the age of the 
patriarchs^ and probably, like other institutions 
of powerful efficacy on the state of society, it 
was not a contrivance of speculative wisdom, 
but derived its origin and reception from occa- 
sknal circumstances. An estimation qf the 
precious m^ials for other purposes preceded 
their use as moi^y. Abraham sent jewels of 
gold and silver by his servants who went for 
Rebecca. The affixing a stamp on money, or 
forming it into pieces of a certain weight, were 
improvements of a later period. Money was 
weighed, not numbered, in the earlier transac- 
tions. 

Money may be considered as an engine or 
tool by which commerce is facilitated, and a 
very powerful one. It contributes, perhaps, 
m(M*e than highways and canals, to an easy 
exchange of commodities. Gold and silver, 
tiierefore, being the materials of money, consti- 
tute, as such, a part of the puWic wealth. We 

F2 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 OP MONEY. 

are at present inquiring into the wealth cf a 
country considered as detached from the rest of 
the world, and in that view we apprehend the 
quantity of money is of no consequence what- 
ever. The money value of conunodities de- 
pends upon the proportion between the quantity 
of money in circulation and the quantity of com- 
modities brought into the market. Although 
money be a tool, it differs in this from every 
other tool, that the effect is produced alike by a 
greater or a lesser quantity. If the quantity of 
money in an isolated country were doubled, 
other circumstances remaining the same, the 
only effect would be to double the nominal price 
of labour, of com, and of every other conuno- 
dity. If the quantity of money be diminished, 
prices would fall in the same proportion. The 
effect of circulating paper, used as a substitute 
for money, is in this respect the same. 

Commercial transactions may be carried on 
without money or other circulating medium, but 
not with the same facility, and therefore, pro- 
bably, not to the same extent. As commerce is 
a principal source of wealth, any incumbrance 
upon commerce tends to lessen the general 
wealth; and want of money, or an effective 
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IBubstitute, is of that nature. But the degree in 
.which money facilitates commerce is the mea- 
sure df its value as a constituent part of wealthy 
.and this bears a certain proportion to the mass 
of commodities brought to market, though it is 
not easy to assign what that proportion is» A 
small quantity of money, when prices are set- 
tled, is sufficient to answer the purpose, and the 
greatest quantity can do no more. 

The value of the precious metals arises, as 
we have observed, partly from their utility or 
estimati(Hi as commodities, and partly from their 
universal reception as a circulating medium of 
conmierce. The latter part is by far the more 
important. If their use for that purpose were 
discontinued, their value would greatly fall. 
We may conceive the existence of an article 
possessing the properties of rarity, divisibility, 
and durability, but applicable to no useful pur- 
pose, and entirely unfit for ornament or magnifir 
cence. Such an article might be adopted as 
money. Though the supposition be imaginary, 
it may assist us in distinguishing the value 
which the precious metals derive from being 
used as money, from that which arises from 
their application to other purposes. 
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The exchange of commodities cannot easily 
be effected without referring their yalue to 
some common standard, though nothing of lliis 
kind be received or delivered in the transaction. 
This standard may be a certain quantity of gold 
or silver, reckoned by weight or tale, a busliel 
of corn, a yard of cloth, a bar of iron, a pound 
of tobacco, or a mere denomination. Makuies * 
are said, by Montesquieu, and some other writers, 
(perhaps erroneously) to be of this kind. The 
inhabitants of the coast of Angola, according to 
their account, settle the relative value of the ar^ 
tides which they exchange by affixing to each 
that of a certain number of makutes, altiiough 
there be no such material artide as a makute in 
existence. However the fact may be, the sup- 
position implies no absurdity. It may be 
doubted, however, whether the assumption ctf 
such a standard be not too refined an expedient 
to have occurred to men in that simple state of 
society which preceded the use of gold and silver. 

An imaginary standard might facilitate bar- 

* A Makute is now understood to be the name of a kind of 
net-work used by the Africans for clothing. Mr. Park men- 
tions a bar of iron, as used in other parts of Africa for a ge- 
neral standard. Neither of these are usually received or deli- 
vered in their transactions. 
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ter^ but tould not serve the purpose of money. 
AperBoa who <felivered goods to another with- 
out receiving goods in return, would only have 
the credit of the buyer to trust to for being 
recompensed at a future time. A payment in 
numey gives him an immediate and certain 
equivalent *. 

A prejudice in regard to money as constitute 

• We have ventttred, on this subject, to dififer from the doctrine 
kid down in the Edinburgh Review, in their strictures on an 
Essay on t)ie Theory ofMoney and Exchange, by Thomas Smith, 
October, 1808. The able writer of that article, after pointing 
out the impracticability of finding an actual standard of inva- 
riable value, and ridiculinig the recourse to an ideal one, puts the 
question, " When you go to market with a guinea, does it not 
purdiase in proportion to the value of the metal contdned ill 
the guinea ? ** And observes, that " sdling a sheep^for a piece 
of gold, or a piece of silver of a certain weight, is visibly the 
tame species of transaction as selling it for a certain weight of 
salt, or of com. The gold is the commodity purchased witfi 
the sheep, in the one case ; the salt or com is the commodity 
purchased with it in the other. It is the barter of two commo- 
dities, the value of which are equal. The one party has bought 
a sheep, the other party has bought a quantity of gold. Money 
is nothing but a commodity bought or sold for its value, like 
other commodities! ; ** and a good deal more to the same pur- 
pose. We apprehend that an important distinction is over- 
looked in tWs view of the subject. The sheep, the salt, the 
com, and other commodities which might have been mentioned, 
have an intrinsic value, as being required for the sustenance or 
comfort of human Hfe. The value of the gold is arbitrary, 
arising chiefly froni its use as a medium of comiperce. Dis- 
continue its application to that purpose, and its value will shrink 
into very little. 
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ing wealth is so general, that some further illus- 
tration of our views on the subject may not be 
improper. On this occasion, some tautology 
may be more excusable than too much brevity. 
The stock of wealth belonging to a commu- 
nity is the aggregate of whatever affords sub- 
sistence or enjoyment, or furnishes the means 
of procuring or increasing them ; land, with all 
its improvements, highways, com in store, 
mines, materials for manufacture, manufactured 
goods, tools, buildings, shipping, and the like. 
All these contribute, directly or indirectly, to 
supply our wants or gratify our desires, natural 
or acquired. The more of these a country pos- 
sesses, it is the richer, and, so far as external 
things contribute to happiness, the peojde are 
the happier. But money, as such,Mioes not con- 
tribute to the stock of enjoyment, and ought not 
to be accounted wealth; and if the inconsiderable 
use of gold and silver for plate and like purposes 
be set aside, it is a matter of indifference whether 
the quantity of these metals be great or small, 
or whether they be wanting altogether, provided 
commerce could be carried on as well without 
them. Land and goods of every kind are 
wealth to their respective proprietors ; and the 
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Aggregate of their sereral pc^ions constitutes 
the mass of general wealth. A. has com, B. has 
cattle^ C. has wine, D. has manufactured goods, 
or tods and materials for manufacture ; E. has 
money, with which he can purchase com or 
whatever, he has occasion for, at the usual price. 
The situation of E. is equally eligible as that of 
any of the others ; and in reckoning the wealth 
of the whole, why should not the money of EL 
be included, as well as the com of A., the cattle 
of B., the wine of C, and the manufactures of 
D. ? If the money of E. were annihilated, still 
the quantity of com, cattle, wine, and manufac- 
tures appropriated to the use of this small com- 
munity is the same ; but E. has no share in it, 
and depends on the generosity of the others. 
That he may not be exposed to this hardship, 
let us suppose that he purchases part of the 
commodities belonging to the others, till the 
money be equally distributed among them, after 
which let the money be annihilated ; nothing is 
thereby abstracted from the means of mainte- 
nance and enjoyment which these five persons 
ccmimand, and they ought not to be accoimted 
poorer. If a community consisted only of five, 
OT even if it were extended to fifty persons, their 
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<56t]toercial transaetions xdth each other could 
be carried on without money ; and in so narrow 
a community, unconnected with the rest of the 
world, money would be of no use* But in large 
communities, as commodities cannot be ex- 
changed without commerce, so commerce goes 
heavily on without a circulating medium. Money 
enables us more easily to obtain a supply c^ oiur 
wants in return fdr what we have to spare. 
It therefore renders our property more valuable, 
and may be accounted to increase the general 
wealth in so far as it relieves commerce froin 
embarrassment. 

But the advantages arising from a circulating 
medium have only a limited value. Commerce, 
without money, is practicable, though attended 
with difficulties ; and a certain proportic«i of 
the general industry would be applied for <x)Unir 
teracting these difficulties. Let us suppose tha* 
the industry required for that purpose is equal 
in value to one-twentieth part of the commodi- 
a^ annually produced and exchanged, and let 
the value of these without money be denomi- 
nated M ; let an amount of money, less or more, 
be introduced ; then the embarrassment to com^ 
merce being removed, and the industry applied 
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to eount^^ it set free, tke anmuil produce of 
the community will be raised to M + ^ M. If 
the qusuitity of money introduced be five mil- 
lk>n9, M will be equal to one hundred millicms^ 
bM the value of the aimuai prodooe of the com- 
munity will be augmented to one^ hundred and 
five milliond. If ten qiilUons of money hdd 
been introduced, the value would have been two 
hundred and ten millions, yet the real wealth of 
the country would be the same in the one case 
as in the other. It is not the wealth of the 
country that has increased, but the value of the 
currency that has diminished, when the ncmiinal 
value is raised from one hundred and five to 
two hundred and ten millions, by the introduc- 
tion of an additional quantity of five millions 
of currency. 

Since the discovery of America, an immense 
quantity of labour and capital has been expended 
in mining operations, attended with no small 
waste of human life and infliction of human 
misery. If the acquisition of the large quantity 
of the precious metals from these mines has 
been attended with no other consequence than 
the increase of the nominal price of commodi- 
ties in all commercial countries, how much is 
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Ikis misapplication of capital and labour to be 
regretted ! Little has been done for the im- 
provement of the countries which supply these 
metals, though they be very susceptible of it 
What a diflferent appearance would they have 
now exhibited if the same capital and labour 
had been expended in purposes of real utility I 
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CHAPTER VII. 

OF VALUE AND PRICE. 

There is no subject which has given occasion 
to more controversy among writers on political 
economy than that of value. This arises partly 
from the loose manner in which the term has 
been applied ; and from its being used not un- 
frequently by the same writer in different senses, 
without his remarking, or seeming to observe, 
that he had done so. 

The term value is sometimes applied to ex- 
press the measure of sustenance or enjoyment 
that a commodity affords to its possessor. A 
man may apply the articles he has produced, or 
in any manner obtained, to his own maintenance 
or comfort, and the benefit he derives from them 
has been called their value in use^ or absolute 
value. Some commodities have a natural supe- 
riority to others, as contributing more to these 
purposes : corn is more essential than wine. A 
good house contributes more to comfort than the 
possession of a diamond. Value taken in this 
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sense is nearly the same as wealth. Although 
its attainment and enlargement is, or should be, 
one of the chief objects of political institutions, 
this is not the sense in which the term valtie is 
commonly used by writers on political economy. 

After the establishment of traffic and division 
of labour, it is generally only a small part of the 
commodities that the producer retains to himself. 
'Kie great mass is exchanged for other commo- 
dities, and, according as he can command more 
or fewer of these in return, his commodity is of 
greater or less value. This has been called valtw 
in exchange; and as this is the common accepta- 
tion in which it is used by political economists, 
when the term is used simply,- — it ought to be 
applied in this sense, unless some other meaning 
be specially assigned to it. 

The value of a commodity applied to the use 
of the possessor is incapable of being reduced 
to any standard. It depends upon his necessi- 
ties, his taste, and his caprices, and no two men 
would agree in regard to it ; but the value of the 
commodities which he brings to market is 
ascertained by a steadier standard. It is mea* 
sured by the amount of what he can receive in 
return. The quantity of one kind of commodity 
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Ijbi^t cw be obtained for a given quantity of 
another ascertains their relative value* As thia 
is the only nieaning that can be applied to the 
term, if that of the value in use be set aside, the 
pre^ relative may be omitted as superfluous, 
and as leading to error by suggesting tiie notion 
of ixa absolute value in ewehange. 

In exchanging conimodities, or transferring 
them to the possession of others, upon condition 
of receiving an adequate return afterwards, it 
is convenient and ufioal to express their value in 
a numerical manner, referring to certain pieces 
of the precious metals which compose the cur- 
rency of the country, or perhaps to a mere 
denomination. The value of a commodity ex- 
pressed in this manner is called \t^ price. 

The relative value of conunodities at any given 
time is accurately expressed by their price ; but 
money is not oh that account, more a standard of 
value than any other commiodity. If the price of 
a yard of silk be equal to that of five yards 
of linen, it will also exchange for five times aa 
much com, wine, or any other commodity. The 
com or wine given in exchange may, therefore^ 
he considered, as well as the money, as measures 
of the rdbttive value of the silk and linen; 
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though money> being commonly used, or at least 
referred to in these transactions, furnishes 
the common way of expressing the value of 
commodities. 

The price of a single cmnmodity gives no 
information in regard to its value. If the price 
of a horse be twenty pouiuls, and that of a quarter 
of wheat two pounds, we know Ihat ten quarters 
of wheat are of the same value as the horse, and 
may be obtained in exchange for it, and this 
holds without any regard to the nature of the 
poimd, whether a greater ot less quantity of gold- 
or silver, or a mere denomination. But if we 
are only told that the price of the horse is 
twenty poimds, this gives us no information so 
long as we are ignorant of the price of other 
commodities; nor does it add much to our 
knowledge, though we be shown the quantity of 
gold or silver that is denominated a pound. 

The notion of an absolute value (we i^ak of 
value in exchange) has given rise to considerable 
errors. To raise the value of commodities has 
been considered as a desirable object, and some 
have gone so far as to hold the raising the 
value of all conmiodities to be a most beneficial 
measure. Nothing c^tn be more absurd. Value 
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being relative, you cannot increase that of one 
commodity without depressing that of others. 
If you raise the value of corn, you depress the 
value of the articles for which it is exchanged. 
If you raise the price of all commodities in the 
some proportion, you depress the value of the 
currency, but make no alteration in the value of 
commodities. The raising the value of a par- 
ticular commodity may be beneficial or other- 
wise. It may enrich some individuals at the 
expense of others, but it does not promote the 
public welfare upon any general principle. 

A standard of value has been sought for by 
political economists. The value of all com- 
modities is subject to fluctuation, though in 
very different proportions, and the desired 
standard, were it attainable, would ascertain the 
comparative value of any articles at different 
periods of time, or in different nations at the 
same time. 

G)m has been considered by some as a correct 
standard. The value of a commodity, it is said, 
may be estimated in all ages and nations by the 
quantity of corn that can be obtained for it. 
This doctrine requires some modification. 

As food is the first article of human want, 

G 
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and corn tl^ most universal kind of food, if any 
single article be fit for a general standard of 
value, no doubt it is com. Now, suppose a value 
in com has been affiled by general consent upon 
all commodities brought to npiarket, and diat 
afterwards, by improvement in machinery o? 
otherwise, some conanKHiity, say cloth, cajx b^ 
manufactured with less labouit, and, tfauarefore, 
more of it brought- to market, and given in ex- 
change for corn, or other commodities, than 
formerly, while others retain the same corn pripg 
as before. Then he who possesses wine can get 
as much corn for it as formerly, but his wine 
goes farther in purchasing cloth. His wine is, 
therefore, of more value than formerly. It is 
not com alone that men have occasion for when 
they go to market. If they can procure a larger 
share of articles subservient to comfort or luxury 
along with a sufficient supply of necessaries, the 
value of the articles which they give in ex- 
change tor this aggregate is augmented. As 
com, or otner common food, is an article of 
prime necessity, and bears a considerable pro- 
portion to the whole, it ascertains, in a great 
measure, but not solely and exclusively, the valu^ 
of every other conunodity. This depen4s upon 
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the returns that can be obtained for them, of 
whateyer kind. If by a change of circumstances 
a greater share of any othw commodity can be 
obtained for min^, the vahie of mine is in some 
measure increased. If a lesser share of a dif- 
ferent c<Hmnodity can <mly be got for it, the 
Fahi6:of mine is in some measure diminished, 
and itS' ultimate value depends upon the aggre^ 
gate of all other commoditieis that it will e^ 
change for, regard being' always had tb tine 
quantity of each that is wanted: This estimuLt^, 
indeed, is too complex to admit of being brotight 
to an accurate determination. 

Dr. Smith pisoposes as a stendard of value the 
qiMtntity of laboor tliat it <^ui command, afif la- 
bour may be applied to the supply of a^ost 
every want, and even to that of com. Mr. 
Malthiis proposes a medhitn between com and 
labour ; and since maintenance and a commai^ 
ei the services of odiers at^ the chief desiderata 
of mankind, this medium is, perhaps, as accui^te 
a standard as can be attained; 

To attain a standard that will' answer in all 
ages and natimisis impracticable^ for all com* 
modities alter iowjiltte; Of ^11 standards, that of 
the precious metals is the most fallacious. IVfost 

G 2 
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commodities have a value in use which influ- 
ences, though it does not exclusively determine, 
their vtilue in exchange. But gold and silver 
have little value in use, and derive their value 
almost entu-ely from being assumed as a medium 
of commerce, which is a device altogether poli- 
tical and arbitrary, and which may be e£fected 
by any quantity of these metals, whether great 
or small. Accordingly we find that the prices 
of commodities have been very diflferent in dif- 
ferent ages. They also differ considerably in 
different countries at the same time, though they 
have a tendency to assimilate, if the countries 
be connected by commercial intercourse. 

A determination of the causes which regulate 
the price or relative value of different commo- 
idities, is a point of much importance in political 
ecoQomy. On this two opinions have been ad- 
vanced. 

The first is, that the price of commodities is 
regulated by the quantity of labour required f(w 
their production, or rather by the expense of 
production, of which expense, labour, either past 
or present, generally constitutes the greater part. 
This has been called the natural or neeeesary 
price. 
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The second is, that price is regulated by the 
proportion of the supply of a ccHnmodity brought 
to market with the e£fectiye demand for that 
commodity. This is called the market price. 

Though these doctrines have been considered 
as opposed to each other, it will not be difficult, 
by a little consideration, to reconcile them. 

An isolated individual must perform every 
operation requisite for his life and comfort the 
best way he can. Robinson Crusoe was his own 
huntsman, agriculturist, carpenter, tailor, potter, 
and basket-maker. K several persons be placed 
in some spot where they have no communication 
with the rest of mankind, they will not long ccm- 
tinue to work each for himself, as the isolated 
individual does. They had, perhaps, before 
being placed in this situation, been bred to dif- 
ferent mechanical occupations, the articles sup- 
plied by each of which are needed by every 
member of this small community. The carpen- 
ter, the blacksmith, the shoemaker, will each 
supply that article which, from education and 
practice, he can produce in less time, and of 
better quality than the others can do, and will 
receive from the others in return those commo- 
dities, in the production of which they possess a 
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like advantage. There seems to be cm> other 
rule for regulating these transactions than that 
every article be exchanged for another which 
requires an equal quantity c^ labour for its pro^ 
duction. A day's work of the shoenmker^ or its 
produce, will be given for a day's work of the 
carpenter ; or, what comes tor the same thing, 
each member of the community will receive a 
share of the whole commodities produced in 
propOTtion to the quantity of labour he has con-* 
tributed to their production. The natural and 
market-price will thus be the same in the situa- 
tion here supposed ; nor will they deviate much 
even when the cpmmunity is considerably en- 
larged, due allowance being made for such cir- 
cumstances as assign higher wages to some kinds 
of labour than to others. These are chiefly the 
following : — 

Ist. Some kinds of labour are more severe, 
more disagreeable, more dangerous, more un- 
healthy than others, and therefore will not be 
undertaken without a higher reward. For some 
or all of these reasons the wages of labourers 
employed in mines is always higher than of 
those employed in agriculture. 

2d. Some employments require superior abi- 
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Uties^ ntturftl tir aoquir^^ op an extensive eourse^ 
<^ ^ucatkffi^ 4)thers i^uire 4eiLlmty and 
fidtiflr which kmg practice (^ly can confer. A 
skilful surgeo|i revteives a higher reward for the 
iim6 he is employed than an artist^ and an inge- 
nious, artiit mom than asi ordinary mechanic. 

3d« In ^ome employn^ents there is almost a 
certamty of aecomplishii&g the object intended. 
In others the succei^ ii^ tery prefcdrious. In 
soe^ mechanic arts the operator is exposed to 
tho constant risk of breaking his ^^ork, while 
others are nearly exempt from that hazard. 
Agriculture is a sm^er means of procuring sub- 
idstence than fishing ; the profits of mining are 
still more preoiu'ioiis. The projector is exposed 
to the greatest hazard of any ; and, therefore, 
when his schemes succeed, and prove beneficial 
to the public, he is entitled to a liberal reward, 
though he does not always receive it. 

4th. Another circumstance which considerably 
affects the value of labour is the time which 
elapses before the article on Which it is exerted 
be fit for use. In many mechanic arts the article 
iff ready so soon as the labour is performed. In 
agriculture the greater part of the labour pre- 
cedes the reaping of the crop by several months. 
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and much labour is often exerted when no 
return is expected for several years. If a 
plough till five hundred acres of land before it 
be worn out, the labour of making the plough 
is part of the labour of tilling five hundred 
acres. But it may be employed ten years 
before it perform that quantity of work, and the 
average time between making the plough and 
deriving advantage from its use is five years. 
The same takes place in minmg and in some 
complicated manufactures. An additional re- 
ward is due to such labour on account of the 
delay before any return be received. This 
belongs to the article of interest, the principles 
of which require a separate consideration*. 

Any circumstance, natural or artificial, which 
facilitates the production of an article, dimi- 
nishes its natural value. Any circumstance 
which obstructs or retards its production in- 
creases its natural value. 

But in large communities the exchange of 
conunodities is not always regulated by the 
expense of their production. A deviation from 
that proportion frequently takes place both in 

* See Uiis subject more fully treated in Dr. Smith*s Inquiiy, 
part L» chap. 10. 
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the exchange of .manufacttired ccmimodities £<»* 
rude produce, and in ^t of one manufactured 
artide for another, owing to the unequal mea^ 
sure of the supply of commodities to the wants 
of those who have something to give in return. 
The proportion of the different commodities 
wanted by the whole community is nearly fixed 
by their established habits, and if the quantity 
of each kind brought to market be in the same 
proportion, those which require equal measures 
of labour for their production will be exchanged 
for each other, and the market price will be the 
same as the natural If a greater quantity of 
cloth be brought to market than those who fre- 
quent it have occasion for, when acting accord- 
ing to their usual habits, a proportion will 
r^nain in the hands of the manufactm^rs after 
the first demand is supplied ; and, rather than 
carry this home, where he can turn it to no pre- 
sent advantage, he will give it in exchange for 
other commodities that required less time for 
their production. This induces the other fre- 
quenters of the market to purchase a greater 
quantity of cloth than they intended, and supply 
their families more liberally with that article, or 
lay up a part of their purchase for future use. 
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Thus the price of ck^h falls. CM the oth^ 
hand, if die quantity of cloth bnmgfat to market 
he less than is wanted, those whose wants are 
most exigent, when tixey perceive a difficulty of 
obtaining a supply, will offer a larger share o£ 
their own productions in return 4 and others 
whose wants are less exigent or have less to 
offior in retarn, must go away unsupplied* Thus 
ike price of cloth ri^& If more com be brought 
to maricet than is required to supply the con- 
sumers during the time they usually provide for 
at once, the &niier, rather than cKrry back the 
surplus, will xjSer it at a lower rate^ and tliis will 
ioduoe the purchaser to lay in for a longer time, 
Mftd the price of corn will iall^ On the contrary, 
a deficiency in the supply will cause the price 
of corn to lise by the converse of this operation. 

The deviation of the market price from the 
natural one may take place in a considerable 
degree even in articles of internal produce and 
manufacture^ aiid nmeh more so when a great 
part of the supply or demand proceeds from 
foreign commerce* 

The market price, however^ has always a 
tendency to approach to the natural one, at least 
in articles of home production. If the supply of 
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any article exceed the <dem^nd, and Ibe price, in 
ccmsi^quenee, fall, the production of that artide 
win be lessened or disccnitinued till its price 
rise so as to obtain the usual reward of laboiv. 
I£ the demand exceed the sup^y, and the price 
rise, more ^f that fu*ticl9 will be produced and 
brought to miurket, till the price fall to its usual 
rate. A deficiency in articles of prime neces- 
sity may occa8i(»i a great rise iu liieir market 
price above the natural one. A deficient crop, 
t^ugh necessarily accompanied wilh a rise in 
the natural price of com (as a smaller quiuitity 
is produced by the same labour, in a had 
season), may increase the markd: price in a 
higher proportion. For food must be procured, 
j£ it can, at any price. Adeficiency in materiab 
for clo&ing is not likely to produce this effect in 
the same degree ; for many will ratiier cause 
the clothes they have at present to serve, till a 
supply on reascmable terms can be procured. 
PerishaUe commodities hR very low in price by 
what is called a glut in the market, as they 
must be coMumed immediatdy, or lost Those 
of a more duraWe nature may be withdrawn 
from the market, in hopes of a rise. 

The natural value has in most cases a present 



Digitized by 



Google 



92 QF VALUE AND PRICB. 

effect on the market price, and this latter, there- 
fore, does not depend altogether on the propor- 
tion between supply and demand. So natural 
does this appear, that a rise in the expense of 
production, occasioned by a new tax, or any 
other cause, likely to be permanent, immediately 
raises the price of the article to which it is 
applied, although it cannot, for some time, alter 
the supply or demand in the market 

The supporters of these opposite doctrines in 
regard to value seem to differ only in degree.. 
Those who argue for the natural price, as de- 
pending on the expense of production, acknow- 
ledge that the market price differs frequently, 
and sometimes greatly from it. Those who 
argue for the market price, as regulated by the 
proportion between supply and demand, acknow- 
ledge that this will be modified in time by the 
effect of the natural price. The length of time 
required to produce an equalization seems to be 
the only point of difference between them. This 
depends on the facility of procuring materials, 
and the time required for the production of the 
article, including that of constructing the re- 
quisite machinery and tools, and of acquiring 
Ae requisite skill for their use. 
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Rdative value is continually varying. At 
one time three yards of cloth may be obtained 
for a quarter of wheat ; at another time only 
two yards. When this happens, shall we say 
that the value of the wheat has fallen, or that 
the value of the cloth has risen? To answer 
this question, we observe that at the former 
time the quarter of wheat would exchange for 
a certain quantity of butcher's meat, wine, fur- 
niture,* fuel, or other commodities, and three 
yards of cloth would then exchange for the same 
quantity of these commodities. At the latter 
time, two yards bf cloth will purchase as much 
of these commodities as a quarter of wheat will 
do. Either, therefore, a greater diare of other 
commodities, taking them in the aggregate, will 
be obtained for the yard of cloth, or a smaller 
share for the quarter of wheat than before. In 
the former case, the value of the cloth has risen; 
in the latter case, the value of the wheat has 
fallen. It may happen that the alteration in the 
relative value is occasioned partly by the rise in 
that of one of the commodities, and partly by 
the fall of that of the other. 

The estimatiiHi of the value erf a commodity 
by the quantity of labour required for its pro* 
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^ctidir is iH)t the smne a» thiA estimafed' by 
the labour that it will purchase when prod^eed^ 
though they in some degree tend toassimilate. 
The former is the natural value ; the latter, 
which Dr. Smith assiimes as a standard, is the 
market vahie. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OF THE COMPONENT PARTS OF VALUE. 

The price of commodities, considered as regu- 
lated by the expense of their production, is re- 
solved by political economists into three part^ 
— ^rent of land, profit of stock, and wages of 
labour ; to which may be added any special 
taxes they are charged with. The profits ctf 
stock may be again resolved into former rent, 
and former labour ; the larger part being former 
labour. 

To ascertain the proportion of these different 
parts, as well as the amount of the whole, con^ 
pared with the population under, existing cir- 
cumstances, is an object of considerable imr 
portance. 

In that state of society, where land is not yet 
parcelled out and appropriated, the whole value 
of commodities arises from the labour required 
for obtaining them, and preparmg them for use. 
But subsequent to the appropriation of land^ 
there is scarcely any article^ the whole v^ue. of 
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which can be resolved into labour. In estimat- 
ing the expense of the production of any com- 
modity, the price of the material must be added 
to that of the labour bestowed upon it ; and so 
far as this does not arise from former labour, it 
arises from rent The farmer is employed in 
raising com, and his implements are made by 
artificers bred to their several employments : 
but the rent of the wood which furnishes timber 
for his carts and ploughs, and the rent of the 
mine which supplies them with iron, as well as 
the rent of the land which he cultivates, must 
all be paid by the price of his corn. The price 
of wool forms a part of the price of cloth ; and 
this is almost entirely resolvable into rent, as 
the labours of the shepherd are inconsiderable. 
The price of butcher's meat also arises chiefly 
from rent. The price of houses is pwtly com- 
posed of the rent of the quarries which supply 
the builder with stones. In the more exquisite 
works of art, the value of the material bears so 
small a proportion to that of the labour, as 
almost to escape observation. The value of the 
balance-spring of a watch exceeds by ten thou- 
sand times that of the steel which it is made of; 
yet the rent of the mine from which the steel is 
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obtained forms a part, though a very small one, 
of the price of the balance-spring. The pro- 
perty of animals obtained by hunting and fish- 
ing, in places where these occupations are per- 
mitted freely, is another instance where little is 
assignable to rent. Yet if the hunter use a gun, 
or even a bow, the rent of the land which fur- 
nishes wood, or of the mine which furnishes 
metal for these weapons, composes a part of the 
price of the game he kills. A very trivial ex- 
amjde, mentioned by Dr. Smith, of property 
arising entirely from labour, — ^that of pebbles 
gathered on the sea-shore, and afterwards 
wrought into trinkets, is the only one we at 
present recollect. 

A catalogue somewhat larger may be adduced 
of articles whose value arises from rent only : 
this includes all the spontaneous productions of 
the earth. The extent of these is very different 
in different climates. 

The value of the far greater part of commo- 
dities is composed jointly of rent and labour, 
present or former ; and for the most part labour 
contributes the greater share. 

The use of tools is necessary for the execu- 
tion of work ; and the materials must be sup- 

H 
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plied, and the labourers mainf ained, during the 
time the commodities are pr^aring. The pro- 
prietors of the tools, t^e mi^terials, aud the food, 
have a right to a share of the manufactured 
commodity; or what is more common, may 
assume the property of the whole, on paying 
the labourer an adequate consideration in nami^ 
of wages. The value of the article produced is 
divided between the owner of the capital fmd 
the labourer ; and the equitable rule of distri-* 
bution seems to depend on the proportion be»* 
tween the former labour expended iA raising 
the capital, including an allowance for rent, and 
tiie present labour employed in making the 
commodity. In ascertaining this proportion, 
we should estimate all the labour that has been 
exercised, directly or indirectly, in producing 
the article, mali;ipg due allowance for the time 
which has intervened between the exertion of 
each portion of the labour and the full accom- 
plishment of its object The actual distribution, 
however, will frequently be diflferent, in the 
same manner as the market price of commo- 
dities is different from the expense of their 
production. 
If the labourer provide his ovirn tools, or 
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maintain himself while the work is canying 
on> he is so far a capitalist^ and what he earns 
belongs to the head of profit of stock, as well as 
wi^es of labour. 

Mr. Ricardo makes the supposition, of a ma- 
chine which costs twenty tiionsand. pounds, aod 
lasts an hundred years, during which time it 
produces conmiodities without the aid of human 
labottr. Chimerical as ikiB^ supposition appears, 
it is useful m imalyzing the component parte inta 
which Ae expense of prodviction is reserved; 
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CHAPTER IX. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE PRODUCE OP BRITAIN. 

We cannot treat of this subject, without stating 
specific sums, in the estimation of general wealth. 
We are aware, however, of the difficulty^ of 
obtaining accurate statements: a difficulty aris- 
ing partly from the extent and variety of the 
subject, and partly from the c(mtinual fluctua- 
tion both of the mass of wealth, and the value of 
the standard in which it is estimated. All we 
can expect is such an approximation as may 
assist our views, without leading to any im- 
portant error. 

Tlie necessary or ordinary expenses of the 
labouring part of the community in Britain*, 
including men, women and children, may be 
taken at sixpence a day, or nine pounds in a year 

• We haye made theee statements in regard to Britain rather 
than the United Kingdom, because we have not authentic infor- 
mation of some particulars respecting Irdand, and also because 
the circumstances of the countries are difforent in essential 
points. 
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each. Sir Frederick Eden estimated the annual 
expense of Ihe English cottage, in the year 
1796, at 6/. 4#. a head. This is too low for the 
present time, and the expense of tradesmen and 
manufacturers in towns is greater than that of 
country cottagers. If we take the average 
expense of all ranks at double that of the la- 
bourer, we may not be for from the truth. The 
immber of inhabitants in Britain, by the last 
^nsus, was about fourteen millions. Their 
expenses, therefore, at eighteen pounds a head, 
amounts to two hundred and fifty-two millions. 

If the wealth of a country remain stationary, 
the annual income of the whole community, en* 
value of the productions applicable to the use of 
man, is equal to the annual expenditure. If the 
amount of productions exceed the expenditure, 
so much is added to the public wealth b 
agricultural improvements, houses, furniture, 
machinery, or some otiier form *. If the expen- 
diture exceed the income, so much is deducted 
from the public wealtib. 

* Some hare erroneously stated money saved and lent as. an 
addition to the national wealth. When there is a lender, ttwre 
is a borroww". The interest which the wie receives the ottier 
pays. The general mass (^wealth is no ways afl^BCted by these 
transactions. . 
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It is diffieult to ftscertain the alteration in the 
mass of general wealth, but the qtiantitjr added 
to it, or deducted fr6m it, in any yesar, never 
exceeds a small proportion of tike produce c^timt 
year ; the greater part of what is produced being 
always consumed within the year. It is certain, 
however, that in Britain there has been an 
increase of wealth, more or less, for many years. 
This is obvious from the better cultivation of our 
fields, and greater extent of cultivated ground, 
the increase and improvement of our houses and 
furniture, the superior machinery in our manu*- 
facturing establishments, and other indications 
of wealth which strike our eyes, to whatever 
quarter we turn them. 

Suppose eighteen millions added annually to 
the national wealth : the annual income then 
amounts to two hundred and seventy millions; 
and this is divided among the landholders for 
rent, the capitalists for profits, the labourers for 
wages, and those who p£u*ticipate of the public 
revenue. Some share is given in charity, to those 
who have no property, and are incapable of 
labour. 

This sum of two hundred and seventy millions 
comprehends the value of every article produced 
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or in any ifmjr obteined itithin tbe jrmf ^ fat the 
iHainteiiaiie^ atid aiW^miiKdatioii of tnatikMi 
md alao the lumuol talue of Aings not pi^ucckl 
witUn the year, toit whieh remain usefiil fof a 
length of time, ad hcmsee and &eUl(e« But it 
doed not include the value of Uie services of 
professional men, and of those who contribute td 
amusement. If it be t^dught {)roper to include 
t&esei m addition m\j^ be made to die foregoing 
ftum^ and an altemtioii will be requisite in st^ne 
of the following statemeutid. 

A$<he labouring f^tt of the community seldom 
accumukie much wealth, their annual turnings 
kte nearly «qual to their annual outgoings^ 
This we hare stated at nine pounds a year each. 
If a family condstof five persons, a man, his wifcy 
two children who can do some labour, and a 
young child, their aggregate expense amounts to 
forty-five pounds. If the maa gain eighteen- 
pence a-day, for three hundred working days, 
his wages amount to twenty-two pounds ten 
ibillings in tbe yei^ , and if the^ wife and two 
children gain as much among them, the requisite 
sum is made up. They can procure food, cloth- 
ing, lodging, furniture, and other articles to the 
extent which that sum will purchase. This may 
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be 89 average ease t. If the iman possess a small 
pa|)jital,or if he can practise some art that is paid 
Wbove the common rate^ he may live so much 
better^ or save somethix^. If he have a large 
fimuly of young children, he wiil be liable to 
pave little or nothing, and his fare will nsiiturally 
be w»se. 

c To persons in these circumstances food is the 
principal article of expense. According to Sir 
Frederick Eden, it amounts to three-fourths of 
<he whole. The income of a labourer is bur- 
thened with a part of the taxes which supply the 
national revenue. He pays little in direct tax- 
ation, but he pays uidirectly, in the price of 
beer, leather, candles, soap, tobacco, and other 
articles. If these commodities were not taxed, 
he would be better fed, clothed, and lodged, for 
the same nominal expenditure. Among families 
in better circumstances the proportion required 
for food is smaller. In those of middle rank it 
may be about one-half; and in those of higher 
rank much less. Such families require the 
personal service of one or more of the inferior 

* Perhaps we should be still nearer the truth, if we stated tht 
ayerage wages of the labourer a little higher, and that of the 
other members Of the family a little lower. 
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c^ses. Those in aEffluent circumstances gene^ 
rally employ a large nmnber of menial attendaiit«« 
When we ee^mmte the average expense of ei^ch 
p^son inBritam at eighteen pounds, we include 
the food, dress, houses, furniture, establishment^ 
travelling and miscellaneous expenses of the 
rich, but not the wages and maintenance of their 
domestics. These form a part of what the 
average of eighteen pounds is composed of, «ad 
would be twice reckoned if each dcmiestic w^re 
charged separately as an individual, and at lli^ 
isame time collectively as a part of the establish"* 
ment to which be belonged*. The annual 

** It may be objected to this method of statement, that we es- 
timate the wages of the tradesmen who supply the wealthy with 
mmmodities in datermiamg the s?«rage, but not the wages of 
the domestic, though both are maintained at the expense of the 
employer. The cases, however, are not the same. A num- 
ber of the n^ necessary trftdemen may unite, to supply 
themselves with lodging, furniture, and clothing, each fur- 
nishing the article which the emplo3rment he is bred to enables 
him to produce. If to these be associated a soSeieirt number 
of farmers on like terms, all the members of such a society 
would be fed and otherwise accommodated with considerable 
fulness, provided they were possessed of land and ci^^al veqidr 
site for their several emplojrments. But if these be wanting, 
they must ^ve part of what they produce and manufacture, or 
its value, to the owners of the land and capital, and be satisfied 
with inferior fare and accommodation. The mass of the pro- 
ductions of sQch a society would be divided into two parts, one 
given to ^ landholder and capitalist, Uie other regained for 
their own use, and each part would have its distinct vali^ft 
There is nothing similar to this in the case of domestic servants 
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inooQie of two hundred and seventy miHioini 
comprehends the produce of the land ivhich is 
aj^roprmted to tiie use of man, or lof horses kept 
for pleasure, or which supplieB materials for 
manufacture, but not that par4 of the produce 
required for seed, or for maintaining horses or 
other cattle employed in agriculture, whidi is 
immediately reabsorbed. It indudes also the 
pioduce of our mines, woods, and fisheries, and 
all Aat is added to the value of the raw ma^ 
terials by our various trades and manufactures ; 
also the profits of our foreign commerce, and 
whatever is drawn by persons residing in Bri- 
tain from their properties in our colonies*. 

A large share of this mass of wealth i& inter- 
cepted by public burthens of various kinds. 
The taxes paid to government, and constituting 
the revenue of Britain, amounted, on an average 
of three years preceding the 5th of January 1823, 
nearly to fifty-five millions, including the expense 
of cdlection, but deducting what was repaid in 
drawbacks and bounties. During the late war 

who produce nothing, but are retained to indulge the indolence, 
or grattff the yanity of their mattert. 

• We propoie, in general, as the distineteat way of eonduoting 
these inquiriet, to consider separately the interMd sources of 
wea2th,andthatac<]paredby(K>Biinevcecr0oloMs4tiQn. It was 
iMces6ary,.however»i]Lthegraera)e8tiaiateheregive«,to comprC'^ 
hcnd the whole nafioMd income, from whatever source %tkmg^ 
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It sometimes aaiountad to upwards of mveaty 

Of this reyenue about twealy'-ejght millioos 
Aud a half are paid, to the public creditors in 
dividends imd annuities^ and about one million 
and a half for interest on Exchequer bills. 
Al^t five millions are implied for the reduction 
of the national debt ; and the remainder, amount- 
ing to twenty millions, is expended on the army 
and navy, and the payment of public fimction- 
aries of every rank, from the sovereign to the 
meanest clerk* 

The other public burthens are tithes, poor- 
ratos, and county and other local assessments. 

The tithes, ex^clusive of those belonging to 
lay impropriators, which should be accounted a 
species of land-rent, may amoimt to about four 
millions. 

The poor-rates, when highest, exceeded seven 
millicms and a half. They are now (1823) under 
seven millions. 

The county and other local assessments, as 
far as can be ascertained, may amount to one 
million and a half. 

These burthens, which, that we may be with- 
in bounds, we shall estimate at twelve millions, 
aire generally paid, in the first instance, by th^ 
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fai^mer; but are immedifttely devolved on the 
proprietor of the land, who receives so mtich less 
rent fr<Mn the farmer as these burthens amount 
to. It is not clear that the landholder can reim« 
burse himself by devolving these burthens oA 
other classes of society. In regard to tithes* 
and local assessments, there is no reason to be- 
lieve he can ; and if poor-rates were only applied 
to their {H*oper purpose, the maintenance of those 
who are disabled, by age or otherwise, from la* 
hour, they would also fall on the landholder 
without reimbursement. If they be applied in 
such a manner as to reduce the wages of labour, 
this system, however exceptionable, by lessening 
the farmer's expenses, enables him to pay a 
higher rent, and thus affords the landholder 
compensation to a certain extent. 

The sums levied by taxes of any kind may be 
beneficially applied for the public welfare. It is 
true they may also be excessive, or misapplied. 

** The tiUies are here considered as a part of the rent piud to 
the titheholder, instead of the landholder. Some respectable 
writers maintain that titlies do not partake of the nature cf 
rent, and that their tendency is rather to increase than to less^ 
it. We shall consider this opinion more fully in a following 
Chapter. HowtTer this may be, it does not tsStot the foMow- 
ing statements, which proceed upon the rent as it actually is, 
when modified by all the circumstances that tend either to in- 
crease or lessen it. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PRODUCE OF BRITAIN* 109 

But the jpeo)^ are oUiged to pay thcsn, whether 
they coQi»der themselves as deriving equivaleiit 
advantage from them or not ; and this constitutes 
an essential difference betweai that part of die 
national expenditure, and the part which is 
voluntarily paid to that class of the community 
who are accounted unproductive labourers. 

The distinction between productive and un* 
productive labour was, we believe, first pointed 
out by Dr. Smith, and it appeared to him clear 
and important Some later writers have en- 
deavoured to represent it as fntile, and their 
argument chiefly rests on the adduction of cases, 
in regard to which it is difficult to say whether 
they should be assigned to the one class or the 
other. This may be admitted, and it neverthe* 
less may be true, that the distinction, in most 
Cases, is sufficiently marked. It is well known 
that> in every branch of science, classification is 
useful, and even necessary : yet the different 
classes, by whatever rule we arrange them, 
sometimes approximate so much, that we cannot 
always determine whether a particular subject 
should be rieferred to one class or another. 
The sovereign^ and all concerned in public 
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admioifltratMin, judges and magistrates, tax-^ 
gatherers^ tibie army aad navy, the established 
elei^» are all unproductive labourers whom we 
are obliged to pay, and who, therefore, may be 
overpaicL Under this head we may also class^ 
in England, the poor^ whom we are obliged to 
pay, though they may not labour at all. 

Physicians^ who do or should a&ml us health; 
schodmasters a&d dissenting clergymen who 
give ^s instrueticm,, lawyers who assist us in the 
protection of our property,, musiciai^ and other 
public performers who suj^y us with amuse-* 
ment> and the onunerous body of domestic ser-^ 
vanta who contribute to our accommodation, are 
unproductive labourers whom we pay vohmtarily, 
and who are not, tiiene&rev tScely t# receive 
more than a suitable recomp^se for their 
services. 

We resmne our attempt to ealeulate, as nearfy 
as we can, in what profiortion the income of twe^ 
hundired and seventy millions is distributed 
among the various classes of the ccmimuiHty; 
We shall first consider the whdie as distributed 
among the prqprietcMrsof land, the capitalists, smd' 
the labourers, and then consider to what extent 
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these are burtkened witii national w odier 
taxes, the produee of whieh is implied to the 
maintenance of other classes of the coninmnity. 

The circumstances which give rise to and 
regulate rent will be the subject c^ a separate 
discussion. At present it is only the amount 
of it with which we are concerned. 

The rents paid by the farmer for land applied 
to the purposes of tillage and pasturage, inclu^ 
log. the value of what is retained in the actual 
possession of the proprietor, whether applied to 
these purposes or laid out in pleasure-grounds, 
and including also the tithes ixk the hands of 
lay impropriators, may ammmt to £40,000,000 
But if the farmers were exempt 

from tithes, poor-rates, and other 

public burthens, they would pay 

so much more rent. We estimated 

these at twelve millions ; but as 

part of this falls upon other classes, 

the part which falls on the Imii 

may be stated at .... 10,000,000 
Rent of mines, fisheries, woods, &c. 5,000,000 



Gross income of landed proprietors £55,000,000 
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The number of families chiefly em- 
ployed in agriculture, by the last 
census, 1821, was ... . 978,656 

Of those chiefly employed in trades 

and manufactures . , . . 1,350,239 



2,328,895 
Families of all other descriptions . 612,488 



Whole number of families . . 2,941,383 



And the whole number of inhabitants, exclusive 
of the army and navy, was 14,072,331, being 
about four and three-fourths to a family, or more 
accurately 4.784. 

The proportion of persons belonging to the 
families of the agricultural and manufacturing 
classes is about eleven millions, and this would 
be the number of labourers and their families 
if they were all employed as such. 

But this is not affirmed to be the case, and it 
is obvious that these families must include many 
who derive part of their income from the profits 
of capital. It includes farmers, master trades- 
men, and manufacturers, and others of like 
description. 
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We may, therefore, deduct one million, and 
there remains ten millions of labourers and their 
families, whose income, at 9/. per head, amounts 

to £90,000,000 

Gross income of landed proprietors 55,000,000 
And there remains for the gross 
income of the capitalists, not in- 
cluding the public creditors, 
whose income will be allowed for 
otherwise . . . . . 125,000,000 



£270,000,000 



This gross sum is liable to the following 
deductions : — 

National revenue 55,000,000 

Tithes, poor's rates, and other local 

taxes 12,000,000 



£67,000,000 

which sum is to be deducted from the several 
classes, but in very different proportions. 

The labourers are hardly subject to any local 
taxes, and the greater part of their expense, 
being for simple food, is not liable to taxation. 
We may state the duties upon any taxable 

I 
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airtieles they consume/ and any other small 
t^ea that may fall upon theau^ at IL per h^A, 

or . . . ^ . ... £iaQoaooQ 

The laiMled proprietor pays,, exclu- 

sively^ the . laiid'tax^ the unrer 

deemed part of whijch at preaei^t . 

isabout . , , . . ^, . 1,200,000^ 
And the remaixider falli^ upon the 

other classes, nearly in proportion 

to their incomes ..... 43,800^000 



55,000,000 
Of this last the public creditors pay their share, 
as do also persons in public office> and others 
who participate of the public revenue ; but a& . 
a large part of the revenue is applied to the pay 
of the private men in the army and navy, and 
tp other objects which yield little or no return,' 
we shall state the part of the public expenditure 
which yields a return at ten millions. The 
clergy also contribute their share. 

The proportion of taxes falling on the different 
classes of society will be, in round numbers, as 
follows : — 
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On proprietors of land, in pro- £ 

portion to an income of • . 43,800,000 

Ob capitidists, in proportion to 

an iocome of 123^000,000 

On public creditors, in propor- 
tion to an income of 30,000,000 

On others whor participate of 
the public revenue, in propor- 
tion to an ineome of 10,000,000 

On the clergy, in proportion to 
an income of 4,000,000 



£210,80a,000 



£ 
9,100,000 

25,600,000 

6,200,000 

2,100,000 
800,000 



43,800,000 

I ■ 1 li ■!> 



And the net income of the different classes 
will be as fdlows :— 



Proprietors of land7 gross income 

Deduct tithes, poor's fates, and 

other local taxes 10,000,000^ 


55,000,000 


Land-tax 1,200,000 






11,200,000 




£ 

Deduct also their proportion of other taxes . 


43,800,000 
9,100,000 


Net income 


34,700,000 






r^arkiiAliatQ o*rn<m inpome *. 


125,000,000 


Deduct their proportion of locaJ taxes 


2,000,000 


Alsa their proportion of public tales 


123,000,000 
25,600,000 


Net income. . •• 


97,400,000 






Lfthonrers finross income 


90,000,000 


Proportion of public taxes 


10,000,000 


£ 


80,090,000 



12 
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♦ Net income of proprietors of land ....... 

of caoitalists 


£ 

34,700,000 
97.400,000 


of labourers •.. 


80,000,000 




30,000,000 

20,000,000 

5,000,000 




Dividends to national creditors 
Public expenditure for army, 

navy, civil list, &c. 

Applied to the reduction of the 

national debt i , 


212,100,000 






Amount of public revenue .... 
Tithes, appropriated to the 

maintenance of the clergy. . 
Poor's rates, and other local 

taxes 


55,000,000 
4,000,000 
8,000,000 








Amount of public burthens . . 

Deduct the part which faUs 
upon the national creditors, 
public officers, and clergy. . 


67,000,000 
9,100,000 


57,900,000 




£ 


Amount of national income. . .. 


270,000,000 



We have not stated the income of professional 
men in the allotment of national income. These 
are paid volimtarily by the landed proprietors, 
and capitalists ; a small part by the labourer, in 
return for services received. 

* The sums here assigned as the net income of the several 
classes, are those which would remain for their expenditure if 
they paid, directly, those taxes, which fall upon them indirectly, 
bf b^ng laid upon the commodities they consume. 
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We do not undertake to aflirm, that the sums 
in these statements are exact. Some of them 
may be considerably otherwise ; and we rather 
apprehend we have stated the public income, and 
also the expenditure of the different classes too 
high, when the alteration occasioned by the late 
increase of the value of the currency is taken 
into consideration. We may also have stated 
the annual increase of the national wealth too 
high. An arrangement, such as given above, in 
elucidating our views of the subject, may, how- 
ever, be useful, and the sums only require such 
correction as fuller information may supply, or 
as may be necessary to adapt them to a future 
time ; most of the articles being in a state of 
continual fluctuation. 

We trust, however, they are sufficiently near 
the truth to warrant the following inferences: — 

That the income of the capitalists (not in- 
cluding the public creditors) exceeds that of the 
labourers. 

That the income of the landed proprietors is 
much inferior to that of the capitalists or la- 
bourers, not amounting, probably, to one-half of 
the latter. 

That the amount of general taxes is not less 
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than one-fifth of the national income, and the 
whole amount of taxes, general and local, not 
less than one-foui'th. As a small part of these 
taxes falls upon the labourer and small capitalist, 
a much larger proportion than above-mentioned 
falls upon the more affluent part of the com- 
munity. 

That in the latter part of the last war the 
public taxes alone exceeded oae-fourth part of 
the national income. • .< /^W.;ij^t_ ., 

That the income of the public creditors is 
inferior to the net income of the landed pro- 
prietors. 

Some particulars are omitted in the foregoing 
statements, which may nearly compensate each 
other. The part of the dividends on the na- 
tional debt paid to foreigners is a deduction from 
our national income; but that is now fully com- 
pensated by the investment of British capital in 
foreign funds. 

The design of this treatise is rather to state 
our opinions on the important subjects it relates 
to, and the principles on which they are founded, 
than to enter into controversy with those who 
maintain different opinions; but the doctrines 
advanced by Mr. Simon_ Gray, are so opposite to 
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our's, uxid hmre giumed 86 much rec^ptkm^ tiiait a 
brief pandlel statement seems requisite. . We 
shall begin with a statement of the opinioxui 
which we entertain ourselves. 

It is agreed on all hadds^ that it is necessary 
mankind should be sufficiently fed, and desirable 
that they should be well clothed, lodged, and 
provided with other artideft that afford com-* 
fort and enjoyment It is also desirable they 
should be instructed, properly attended when 
in sickness, gratified at suitable tunes witii 
inusie, and other recreations. The persons who 
supfdy the former are called productive labourers, 
and those who supply the latter are called un- 
productive labourers^ by such as admit of that 
distinction. 

We do not dispute the value of the latter 
articles. They are requisite for hmnan happiness, 
and for raising human nature to that rank and 
respectability of which it is susceptible, and for 
which it was intended The exertions of a cer- 
tain number of the community are directed to 
the supply of these objects, and therefore some*- 
thing is deducted from the number of those who 
furnish the tangible articles, and consequently 
from the amount of these articles, supposing the 
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indui^xy and skill of those who produce them 
equal. But this deficiency, if confined within 
due limits, is amjdy compensated l^ the benefits 
which these unproductive labourers confer. Still, 
however, productive labourers are more indis- 
pensably necessary, and the services of unpro- 
ductive labourers, if carried too far, degenerate 
into caprice, and do not promote human hap- 
piness at all. 

Though nature supplies the materials for 
tangible articles, it is human industry that pre- 
pares them for use, and the whole amount of 
these articles that society can enjoy, depends 
upon the measure and skilful application of in- 
dustry, aided by tools and other contrivances. 
Every man wishes to be well clothed, lodged, 
and provided with other comforts, and it is de« 
sirable all should be so as far as possible. Why 
is not every man as well lodged, dothed, &c. 
as a lord? For this obvious reason, that the 
utmost exertion of human labour, aided by every 
possiUe contrivance, could not produce a number 
of fine houses, a quantity of elegant furniture, 
and other articles sufficient for that purpose. 
Were the product of a given quantity of indus- 
try susceptible of indefinite augmentation, there 
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irould be notiiing to prevent every man ircm 
being as well supplied as the lord, except in 
regard to those wants, chiefly capricious, whii^ 
require the personal service of others. 

In the j^esent, or in any suj^sable state of 
society, liie industry of a considerable number, 
petli£^ one-third, of the community is required 
for providing food. It is desirable that another 
proportion, not a very large one, be employed 
in the duties of instruction, and in affording 
amus^nent and other gratifications. These are 
unproductive labourers. The rest of the com- 
munity may and ought to be employed in provid- 
ing houses, clothes, furniture, and whatever 
besides renders human life ccmifortable, and the 
quantity of these articles depends entirely upon 
the number, industry and skill of the labourers, 
aided by capital which has been amassed by 
former labour. Its distribution among the dif- 
ferent classes of the commimity is an object of 
separate consideration. It may be proper or 
improper. • This mass of articles forms the 
general wealth, and the measure of enjoyment 
which a given quantity of wealth affords depends 
much on the propriety of its distribution. 

Before an article be fit for use, the material 
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supplied by nature generjdly passes through 
several hands in its way to the consumer. The 
wool of which our cloths are made is transferred 
from the shepherd to <fce woolcomber, and from 
liim successively to the spinner, the weaver, the 
ftdler, the dyer, and the tailor, before it reaches 
ttie wearer. Bach of these labourers makes 
a visible alteration on thie article, and brings 
it nearer to the state in which it is useful 
There are other labourers, however, who, though 
they make no visible alteration on the article, 
yet; as their aid is required to facilitate its 
progress, may, without impropriety, be classed 
with those above-mentioned. Such arfe the 
carrier, and the retailer. By the joint opera* 
tion of all these persons, the wool of the 
shepherd is brought in the form of a cocJ; to the 
wearer. But what is the advantage of its passing 
through so many hands? Merely that which 
arises from the division of labour. If the same 
person could do as much, and as good work, 
when he applied himself ' successively to the 
operations of woolcombing, spinning, weaving, 
falling, dyeing, and tailoring, it would save a 
great deal of trouble in transferring the article 
from hand to hand. 
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W^ do not, Itowever, overlook a gi^eat advan- 
tfige, indepeodent of the preparation of the article, 
which aris^ from its passing through differrat 
Jhandsi. The human mind derives its chief im^ 
provement &om the associatioQ of mankind wilii 
one anoliher, and though there be other prineijdes 
which lead men to associate, that of commereial 
intercourse hold^ a considerable place. Skill is 
cultivated, and activity brought forward in the 
course of commercial transactions. 

As wealth is the result of industry properly 
applied, it is promoted by whatever puts industry 
in motion. In the present state of society, a large 
proportion of the community earn their sub*- 
sistence by labouring for others, and therefore 
depend upon a demand for their labour. Their 
employers set them to work, and, by doing so, 
indirectly occasion the production of wealth* 
There is, however, an essential distinction be* 
tween the function which these perform, and the 
industry which produces the articles that consti- 
tute wealth. While we state this distinction^ 
we include those who exercise the offices of 
superintendence and direction among th^ number 
of productive labourers, as much as those by 
whose manual labour the article is found. 
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Neither is the unproductive labourer and the 
idler^ though they contribute their share in 
giving employment to the productive labourer, 
entitled, on that account, to any peculiar merit 
The whole mass of commodities annually pro- 
duced, or its value, is vested in the hands of 
the various orders of the community in the form 
of rent, salary, wages, interest, or some other, 
and the far greater part is annually expended, 
and gives employment to labour. It matters not 
to the labourer from what quarter the demand 
comes. A stagnation of demand may occur from 
special circumstances, and occasion much dis- 
tress : but this is an unnatural state, and is seldom 
Iftsting ; and is not less likely to occur where a 
large proportion of the general wealth is vested 
in the hands of idlers and unproductive labourers. 
If their share be less, more will remain for the 
industrious, who will expend more, and thus 
give employment to other classes of labourers. 

Having stated our own opinions as clearly as 
we can, we shall next state those of Mr. Gray, as 
well as we are able to apprehend them. 

Circulation^ or that which is to be circulated, 
HI an object of principal importance in political 
science, as, perhaps, a full moiety of human 
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happiness or misery depends upcm it Under 
this head is included land — whatever depends 
principally on the mind^ as literary compositions 
—or on the body, as manual labour— or jointly 
on both — and also raw materials. It is circula-* 
tion alone that gives value to things. The value 
of circulation arises from the utility of the 
thing circulated in exchange. Each circulator 
through whose hands it passes makes a charge 
upon it, and thereby adds to its value. The 
amount of these values, enhanced by succes- 
sive changes, constitutes a general fund which is 
inewhaustAle. The more rapid and extensive 
the exchanging or circulation is in any district or 
country, the more wealthy that district or country 
becomes. Some kinds of circulation are more 
necessary than others, but all of them are sources 
of wealth, because by all of them men become 
circulators, and are enabled to charge on the 
general fund. The price of things is the amount 
of the charges made by all the circulators 
through whose hands they pass. Whatever is 
added to the price of things is an addition to the 
wealth of the nation. It is paid, nominally by 
all, and really by none. We are nominally all 
payers, but it is through the medium of chargmg 
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one another which is common to all. Bjr dratr- 
farg and re-drawmg on the conftrion fund, it is 
contmually increased ; and out of thifs inea^hdu^^^ 
hie mass, each takes, by means of others, what 
he can, bnt only to replace it largely by means of 
others. • 

Suppose tTrelre circulators, whose average of 
circulation is 20, and that a rise of one-twentieth 
part'takes place in the price of commodities. To 
meet this-, each circulator draws dn the cttaiiion 
fond, not only for this twentieth, but ijot another 
twe^ieth to increase his means of living well. 
T\te quantum each draws is now 22, and the 
amount, instead of the former 240, is 264. The 
difference, which is 24, cobstitutes an adifitional 
fund. Who then loses? The'ti^this, all are^ 
benefited by the change. Every circtdator make* 
lise of the rise to procure what he wants. The^ 
various branches of circulation are the means by* 
which all are enabled to charge one another, and 
together they form the common fund from which 
aH circulators are supplied, and to which they all 
contribute. ' 

The distinction between productive and un- 
productive classes id fiitile. There is no mean- 
iflg m the assertion, that cultivators create re* 
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Yes»»^miA other ciraiilaitocs ooly nae iL The 
inoome Jiiade by each m so liiueb added* to the 
general stock. A.tax-gatherer whd earns 3001* 
a year, wUbs sfi much, to t^ general stoi^k as 
the farmer who earns the same sum. The tax- 
gatherer contributes as really to the farmer as 
the farmer to the tax-gatherer. The wealthy, 
however, reputed drones, are in reality the most 
productive. They are the agents whom nature 
employs, by means of circulation, to diffuse a 
greater quantity of wealth through all classes. 
The quality by which circulation tends to increase 
wealth, is not any peculiarity of form or cha- 
racter, but the power of enabling its possessor to 
charge for it. A lawyer, a player, a musician, a 
soldier, a schoolmaster, a tax-gatherer, or a pen- 
sioner, who earns 400/. a year, brings more 
wealth to himself and the country, than a farmer 
who earns only 300/. 

The more expensive the style of living of a 
nation, the richer will it be, because the great 
mass of circulators, by means of rapid circulation, 
are enabled with more ease to draw their in- 
creasing charges from the common fund. Every 
unprejudiced person observes that, imder increas- 
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ing expenses, the whole population enjoy a more 
comfortable style of living. What can account 
for this, but a common fund on which each 
charges and draws for his additional expenses? 
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CHAPTER X. 

OF RENT. 

As rent forms a part of the expense of the pro- 
duction of abnost every commodity, and a large 
part of that of the most useful ones, it is of im- 
portance to ascertain from what source it arises, 
and by what principles it is regulated. 

Rent presupposes the appropriation of land, 
and naturally results from it. To inquire into the 
origin of the appropriation of land is rather the 
office of the lawyer, or the antiquary, than of the 
political economist. It is sufficient at present to 
take it as established. Occupation for a length 
of time is the title by which most of our lands 
are now held, and when this is accompanied, as 
it generally is, by improvement, it constitutes the 
best of titles, and is most beneficial to society. 
If property in land were not established and 
secured, little improvement would take place, the 
produce of the land would be small, the popula- 
tion scanty, and that scanty population poorly 
supplied with the comforts and necessaries of life. 

K 
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In the present state of society all our land, 
whether cultivated or not, is appropriated. Our 
mines and quarries are appropriated ; the mari- 
time plants on our shores are appropriated ; the 
fishings on our lakes and rivers are appropriated, 
and though some of these are little susceptible 
of improvement, they all afford a reirt to. ^ 
proprietor. 

A part of the rent of land is the return paid 
for the labour which the proprietors, or their 
predecessors, have bestowed in bringing it to its 
present state of fertility, and partakes of tiie 
nature of the profit of capital: but the whole 
cannot be ascribed to this source, as is obvious 
from the rise of rent which often takes place 
without any labour or expense on the part of the 
proprietor. Improvements in agriculture are 
followed by an increase of rent. The soil is 
rendered more productive, and part of the profit 
accrues to the landlord*. 

■ ♦ Mr. Ricardo advances a doctrine directly opposite to this, 
and maintains that iiBprovenients in agriculture, both those 
which augment the produce of the soil, and those which enable 
the farmer to raise it at less expense have a tendency to 
diminish rent. It is obvious, that if the farmer sell his produee 
at the same price as formerly, he will be able to pay more rent 
in consequence of either of these kinds of improvement; and as 
h^ will not be able to draw more benefit from bis cupital anci 
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It is that portten of the produce of the earth 
n^ch is paid to the proprietor for the iwe of the 
eriginel powers of the soil, which constitutes 
rent in the most proper sense. As this is blended 
with the allowance made for improvements, and 
both paid by the fiumer to his landlord at the 
same time> they are not generally distinguished, 
nor is it of importance that tibey should. But 
as there are some who consider rent as an in** 
jurious buridien imposed upon die community at 
large, for the benefit of a privileged few, it may 
not be amiss to remind them how large a pro- 
portk^ of rent^ in its popular sense^is assi^aUe 
to labour, the best founded rf all claims, and thei 

labour for any length of time than the genera! rate, he will be 
^liged to do so. The only: oircaiastanee which cait coufit^me^ 
this, is the fall in the price of produce. It does not seem likely 
that a saving in the farmer's expense would Have this effect. 
An tncrease of produce would lower the pticei,af thepopuktioA 
remained the same : but if the population increased in the same 
proportion as the produce, which is likely tb be the case, the 
price would remain as befbra 

As far as experrence can be depended on, Mr. Ricardo*s doc- 
f Hne is untenable. Rise of rent and agricultural improvement 
have gone on. hand m hand for a long course of time. But as 
other causes have co-operated in the rise of rent, this argument 
may not be deemed altogether conclusive. 

Mr. Ricardo*s arguments are founded on^the assumption thttt 
all rent is derived from the inequality in the fertility of different 
portions of the land ; a doutrine which we are to oonsidco' in the 
subsequent part of Uiis^ chapter. 

K2 
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violation of whieh would be attended with 
incalculable mischief to society. 

It has of late been a prevailing doctrine liiat 
rents proceed, in a great measure, or entirely, 
frcHn the difference in the quality of different 
portions of liie soil. As this is a point of much 
importance, we shall transcribe what is adduced 
in its favour, in the words of one of its ablest 
supporters^. 

'' Grain is in no case raised wiliiout a certain 
degree of labour or expense, which must be re- 
paid to the grower : otherwise he cannot afford 
to produce it. This may be said in the strictest 
sense to constitute iiie intrinsic price. 

" Money being accounted the common mea- 
sure of value, this price will be affected by the 
quantity of money that can be obtained for labour 
in general, in that place, at that time. The 
farmer must give those he employs, wages in 
pix)portion to what they can get in other employ- 
ments, so that if these wages be high, the farmer's 
charges must be high likewise, and the intrinsic 
price of his com must rise as the rate of this 
charge is augmented. 

* The Bee, a periodical work, by Dr. Anderson, vol. vi. 
p. 273, &c., published at Edinburgh in the year 1791. 
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" Thus dd we perceive that there must be a 
necessary connection between the price of grain, 
and the prosperity of manufactures, wid the 
degree of emolument to be derived from them ; 
so that any attempt to advance the one at th6 
expense of the other is contrary to nature, violent 
in its operation, and must be transitory in its 
efifects. 

" The intrinsic price of grain, however, all 
other circumstances being alike, must vary with 
the fertility of the soil on which it is produced. 
On a rich soil, less labour and less seed will pro- 
duce a given quantity of grain than they would 
do on a soil that is less productive: so that, 
strictly speaking, this intrinsic price of corn, 
when considered only in this point of view, would 
be different in almost every different field. How 
then, may it be asked, can the intrinsic value be 
ascertained over a vast tract of country, possess- 
ing a diversity of soils of various degrees of 
fertility, and how shall matters be so managed, 
that all the rearers of it shall draw nearly the 
same price for their grain, and have nearly the 
same profits ? All this is effected in the easiest 
and most natural manner by means of rent Rent 
is, in fact, nothing else than a simple and in- 
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geiuoits ooirtrivance for dualizing the prdfite to 
be drawn from fidds of diflferent degreets of fer- 
tility, and of local cipt^mst^tnces which tend to 
au^nent ojr diminish the expjenee of culture. 
To make this plain, a few elucldaAioiis will he 
laeceseary. 

" In every country where men exist there will 
be an effective demand for a certain quantity of 
corn. By effective demand, I mean a demand 
which COT be supplied, so that the inhabitants 
may be prc^erly subsisted. It is this demand 
which in all cases regulates the price of grain s 
for the quantity of grain required in this caae 
must be had, and the price that is necessary for 
producing it must be paid, whatever tiiat price 
may be, Tiiese caUs are ^f such a pressing 
nature as not to be dispensed with. 

" For the sake of illustration, we shall suppo^ 
that the soils are arranged into classes, according 
to the degree of their fertility, which classes we 
shall at present denominate by the letters A. B. 
C D. E. F. G. &c. Let those comprehended in 
the class A. be richer than in the class B., and so 
on, decreasing in fertility for each class as you 
s^lyance towards G. Now, as the expense of 
cultivatiujg the least fertile is as great or greater: 
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than thttt (^ cultivating the most fertile fields it 
roKBBt happen thaft i£ wi equal quintitjr of grain, 
the produce of each class of ^hfe, cim be sold at 
iHsne same price, the pr<^t on cultivating the most 
fertile fields will be gi'ea:ter, tf no premution be 
^sed, than could be obtained by eultivatting those 
that are less fertile; and as this profit must con^ 
tinue to decrease «6 sterility increases, it must 
happen, whatever be the price of ^om, that the 
expense of cultivating some of the inferior fields 
may be equal to, or eKoeed the value of the whde 
produce. 

** TRiis being ^dmitted^ let us suppose the 
feffeotiVB demand was «uch as to raise the price 
of grain, say to 1&9. per boll, and that the fields 
included in F. could just admit of defi-aying all 
expenses, and no more, when com was at that 
price ; that those of the dlass E, could admit of 
being cultivated when flie price was at 15*., and 
that in like manner the classes D. C. B. and A. 
consisted of fields which could be respectively 
cultivated when the prices were 14*. 13*. 12*. 
and 11*. per boll. 

'* In these circumstances, it would happen 
that the persons who possess fields in the class 
F. would be able to afford no rent at all^ nor 
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could any rent be afforded for those of G#, or 
other more sterile fields, y&r the purpose of tom^ 
ing- com; but those who possessed fields m the 
class E. could not only pay the expense of cul- 
tivatmg them, but could pay to the proprietor a 
rent equal "to one shilling for every boll of the free 
produce. In like manner those who possessed 
the fields D. C. B. and A. would be able to pay 
a rent equal to 2s. 3s. 4s. and 5s. per boll of 
their free produce respectively. Nor could the 
proprietor of these fields find any difficulty in 
obtaining these rents, because the farmers, find- 
ing they could live equally well upon these soils 
after paying such rents as they could upon the 
class F. without any rent at all, would be equally 
willing to take these fields as the others. Thus 
it is that rent equalizes the profits on different 
soils in the most natural and easy manner, with- 
out tending in any way to affect the price of 
grain. 

" Let us now suppose once more, that the 
produce of all the fields A. B. C. D. E. and F. 
were not sufficient to maintain the whole inha- 
bitants of that district. In that case one of two 
things must happen, either the price of grain 
must rise to 17*., so as to induce the owner of 
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the fields in the class G* to bdng dtem into cul- 
ture, or a supply must be brought from sonie 
other place to answer the demand. In the first 
case, the fields 0. being brought into culture, 
those in the class F. would now be able to afibrd 
a rent of one shilling per boll of the free produce, 
and all the other classes would admit a similar 
rise. Now then we clearly perceive that it is 
the price of grain which affects the rent, i^d not 
the rent which affects the price of grain, as has 
been often mistakenly alleged. 

" The natural effect of such increasing d^nand 
for grain and augmentation of price, is the con- 
verting of barren fields into com lands, which 
otherwise would never have become such. 

« « « « 3|e 

" I must not, however, conclude, without 
taking notice of one particular, which was pur- 
posely kept out of sight, not to embarrass the 
demonstration. I have taken notice of land that 
might produce com without aff<»:ding any rent. 
But that, though a physical possibility, cannot 
practically happen. Land, in every case, when 
in pasture, can afford some rent, and when the 
pasture is rich, among a luxurious people, it can 
afford more rent in many circumstances than 
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■wtile in cchh. This rent must always he de- 
ilucted, whatever it is, before such land comes to 
^e state in which our reasoning above is philo- 
48qphically just*. If, therefore, the prices of 
^4dn be unreasonably depressed by injudiciouB 
jregulatkms, while <lie price of live stock in- 
creases, a wond^ful diminution of the quantity 
«ff grata raised may take place, so as to occasion 
phenomena lliat may appear very inexplicable 
4d diort-si^ted men, and occasion alarms that 
are altogether imfounded^" 

Such is the origin of rent, according to Dr. 
Axiderson, ^md it is a doctrine which has met 
with a pretty general reception. Others have 
taken into account the successive portions erf 
capital and labour bestowed upon the same land 
to render it more productive. When the demand 
for com increases, instead of cultivating inferior 
soils, a better return may sometimes be obtained 
by employing additional capital upon land already 
in culture; and though lliis may yield less return 
tiian what was obtained from the capital for- 
meily employed, it may still be beneficial to the 

♦ ** This rent, in fact, ou^t to be aecounted part of the 
expense of cultivating the soil, as it must be sunk when it is 
subjected to the plough." 
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praprftN^r, and if be do xiot undertake such in^* 
pnyresnents Mmself» be may <^tain a ren:t from 
asotiier for permisfiion to do so. A third portion 
0i capital Trill generally yield le^ additico^ 
piHiduce, and Aerefore will procure leas addi* 
tiooai rent ; and so on till farther expenditure of 
capital o^ses to be profitable, and therefore wiU 
procure no rant at all. The gradation of pro- 
duce obtained by the application o£ different 
portions of capital is similar to that which pro- 
ceeds from the different qualities of fhe soil; 
afid the reasoning above stated in regard to the 
latter is also aj^licable to the former. As the 
last quality erf ground brought into culture, so 
the last portion of capital expended, ^dSbrds, 
according to this doctrine, no return to the 
propri^or. 

This doctrine, however, is not to be received 
T^thout limitation. It is incontrovertible tiiat 
the price of corn must be sufficient to defray 
the expense of cultivation on the meanest soils 
employed, and therefore those of supmor quality 
will afford a rent equal, at least, to the value of 
thie difference of the produce: but it does not 
fojlow that the whole of the rent arises from this 
source. Rent is said to be an equaUaer. What 
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would happen if all the land in an appropriated 

country were of equal fertility? It will hardly 
be affirmed that, in that case, all rent would 
cease. If F., and other inferior lands, could be 
raised to the same degree of fertility as A., the 
quantity of corn, so long as all the ground was 
cultivated, would increase ; and this, if there were 
no increase of inhabitants, and no foreign de- 
mand, would lower the price of corn, and bring 
down the rent of land ; part of which would 
soon be left uncultivated. But if the improve- 
ment of land were attended with a proportional 
increase of inhabitants, the rent, when all was 
brought to an equal fertility, would be the same 
as that of the highest before. 

As the agriculturist pays the same rent for F., 
when under tillage, that the grazier does when 
under pasture, it is likely to be partly in the one 
state and partly in the other. The rent of A^ 
is equal to the sum of the rent of F, and the 
value of all the additional corn which A. pro- 
duces more than F., including that which arises 
from the superior quality of the corn raised on 
the better soil. More cannot be obtained for A., 
as the fanner, rather than give it, would have 
recourse to the cultivation of F., and if A. were 
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c^red for less, the farmer woiiid run after it> 
and raise the rent by competition. The rent of 
F^ compared with that of A., depends upon the 
net market value of all the corn, cattle, and other 
produce that can be raised on the one or the 
other, after deducting expenses. If the yalue of 
tiie cattle reared on twenty acres of F., when 
brought to market, after deducting the expense 
of pasturage, be equal to that of the com raised 
on one acre of A., after deducting the expeme 
of tillage, then the rent of an acre of A. will be 
equal to that of twenty acres <rf F. 

To render this as dear as possible, we shall 
state an example which will illustrate the prin- 
ciple, although the numbers may not correspond 
to existing circumstances. Suppose the produce 
of an acre of land of the best quality to be ten 
bolls, or rather a quantity of com whose value 
is equal to that of ten bolls raised on inferior soils, 
and that the fiecessary expenses, including the 
farmer's profit, are defrayed by the sale of three 
bolls. Then the rent which the farmer can afford 
to pay is seven bolls, or their value: but the 
grazier who holds a possession- of the quality F., 
pays a rent per acre equal to one-twratieth part 
of the rent of an acre of A., or -/^ of a boll ; and- 
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^asemhre, if a farmer eidtiv^^ laad (^ ^dt €p»^ 
Uty, he must pay as mujeh ; and as Im expenses 
and profit require the value of tliree bdk^ he 
must raise 3-^ on an ao-e. If he caimot raise 
so much he will disccmtinue to cultivate. Nov, 
as A. produces 10 bdls> the surplus quantity 
ajbove the produce of F. is 6|-f bolls, to which 
add the rent of F^ or ^V ^f ^ ^^> tibe whole 
pent of A. is 7 bcdls, the same as befwe. If the 
eultivaticMi ef F. be dfecontinued, tiiie supply of 
^dm being lessened, the price will rise, and AiB 
will alter the proportion between the value of 
land under culture and in pasturage, and produce 
a new arrangement. 

From the produce of all cultivated land, a 
quantity nearly uniform must be reserved for the 
seed of the following crop, the maintenance of 
^e farmer and his family, his servants and la/- 
bouring cattle. The surplus must be sold aJt a 
price sufficient to pay his servants' wages, and 
other expenses of cultivation, his own profits at 
ike ordinary i^ite, and his rent. This lUst witt'^ 
va.ry according to'the fertility of the soil, and may 
in some cases be little or nothing. If the demands 
of an increasing cultivation force inferior soils 
into cultivatioH,-tiie surplus produce must be sold 
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at such a prie^ as to yield a mm equal to whsfe 
was obtained from the surplus of better land 
before, providing, all (^er expenses remain, the 
samey and the &rmer live and thrive as wtll aft 
before. It is the proportion of the surplus pro-^ 
duce, not ^ proportion of the whcde produce, 
that in this case regulates the price* 

But circumstances naturally resulting from the: 
case fflipposed may alter this adjustoient. Br a: 
country where there is a sufficient quantity o£ 
land, df nearly equal and considerable fertility^ 
the labour of a small proportion of the. inhabitants* 
only is required for cultivating, the land boA 
raising the nec^sary food* In the discussioHa 
relative to West Indian slavery, it has. been: 
«tfiirmed that the labour of thirty or thirty-fiv«^ 
days in a year, on the provision-ground allotted 
to the slave, was sufficient. If this were teue, 
the labour of one man. could raise provisions for 
ten. This refM^esentation is probably exag- 
gerated, and at any rate it is an extreme ease. 
We shall come nearer to what takes place ia the 
most fertile soils of Europe, if we suppose the 
labour of one-fourth part to be required for agri- 
culture. The labour of the other Huree-finirths 
will be exerted for procuring the comforts and 
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conveniences of life, and will afford a liberal mea- 
sure of them : but if from a deficiency of fertile 
land, or increase of inhabitants, it becomes neces-* 
sary to cultivate inferior soils, perhaps the labour 
of one-third part of the inhabitants may be re- 
quired for agriculture, and that of two-4hirds only 
will remain for other purposes. This will afford 
a less share of the conveniences and comforts of 
life ; and this decrease will be more felt as worse 
land is had recourse to. Thus the inhabitanti^ 
pf a fertile country are more affluent than those 
of a barrel one, if their industry and skill be the 
same. Those of the latter will be worse clothed, 
lodged, and otherwise accommodated, and not 
fed with the same fulness : but the deficiency is 
not likely to fall equally upon every class of the 
conmiunity. 

So long as every man had good land to culti- 
vate for nothing, there would be little difference 
of circumstances between individuals, except 
what arose from the difference in their measure 
of industry, skill, and bodily strength. The more 
fertile the soil, the larger share of affluence would 
be enjoyed by every member of the community. 
But when inferior soils are had recourse to, though 
the whole wealth of the community is propor^ 
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tdooed to tie average fertility, the measure of it 
which falls to the share of those who have no 
property in land is only in proportion to the 
fertility of the worst land in cultivation. If tlie 
land, at an average, require the labour of one- 
half of its inhabitants, but the worst land in 
cultivation require the labour of three^fourths, 
for raising food, the inferior ranks wiU have only 
one^foiirth to provide themselves with * other 
articles. It is the same to them as if ho better 
land exiled. The benefit arising from the more 
fertile land is intercepted, in the form ctf rent, 
by the proprietor. 

• A gradation in the value of uncultivated land, 
according to tl^ advantages it possesses in ferti- 
lity or situation, may be traced on the same 
principles. Uncultivated land derives its chief 
value from the pasture it aflfords to cattle, and 
very sterile land will answer for reju-ing any 
number of cattle if the extent be sujSiciratly 
ample. If there be any land so sterile as to 
afford nothing for cattle, or so little that no 
cattle are kept on it, such land may be consi- 
dered as not existing, and does not affect our 
reasoning on the subject. To re-assume Dr. 
Anderson's method of illustraticm: Let the worst 
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land upon which cattle are kept be denominated 
Z. Such land, according to circumstances, may 
yield a small rent, or none at all. A grazier 
maintains a hundred cattle on a range of ten 
miles. If he can procure better land, and main- 
tain the same number on a range of five miles, 
he will derive considerable advantage from this 
circumscription, and will cheerfully pay a rent 
for it in addition to that, if any, which he paid 
for Z. In the most fertile pasture lands, a cer- 
tain extent is required for maintaining a hun- 
dred cattle ; but there are various considerations 
which raise the value of the requisite portion 
above that of the ten miles of barren pasture. 
Tlie. cattle can be kept with less labour, and 
fewer attendants ; they are nearer to markets ; 
they BK exposed to less hazard of suffering by 
destructive animals and severe seasons ; and the 
grazier himself enjoys the advantage of residing 
in a more populous and cultivated part of the 
country. For some, or all of these reasons, an 
additional rent will be allowed, so often as the 
pasture land becomes better or more eligiWe; 
and thus the rent advances regularly from land 
of the quality Zp to that of the quality G., or 
the best that is never brought into cultivation. 
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In a country not fully settled, pastures of the 
worst quality, or in the most inconvenient situa- 
tions, yield no rent. An extent of ground is 
occupied in pasturage, sufficient for the purposes 
of the community ; and that is preferred which 
is thought most eligiUe, on the joint considera- 
tions of fertility and situation. Such land jdelds 
a rent ; but rather than give any for the worst, 
the grazier, unless prevented by political ap- 
propriation, would retire to more remote lands, 
as yet unoccupied, which he can possess for 
nothing. 

So long as the country remains in this situa- 
tion, the rent of Z. is nothing : but, when all the 
land is appropriated and occupied, a certain 
rent may be obtained for Z. If the state of the 
country be such that the expense of rearing 
cattle on the worst pasture is barely equal to 
their value when reared, such pasture may be 
occupied, but can afford no rent. If the value 
be less, such parts will be deserted. 

When rent is allowed for Z., it depends upon 
competition, and this upon the value which the 
produce will afford in the market. The rent of 
Z. regulates, upon steady principles, that of all 
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pasture lands of superior quality to G. or F., and 
the rent of F. regulates that of all arable lands 
to A. If G. coincide with Z,, the rent of the 
worst arable land may fall to little or nothiug. 
If the number of intermediate gradations be 
considerable, the rent of F. will rise accordingly. 
The rent of F. is composed of the rent of Z. and 
an- addition for every intermediate class between 
Z and F.; as the rent of A. is composed of the 
rent of F. and an addition for every intermediate 
class between F. and A. 

The quality of the land F., or the degree of 
sterility which is the limit of cultivation, depends 
on the following principles. Let us suppose, for 
a nioment, that the price of animal and vegeta- 
ble food were proportioned to the sustenance 
they afford, and that both were equally agreeable 
to the human appetite. 

Land susceptible of cultivation affords a 
greater quantity of sustenance in vegetable than, 
in animal food. It has been said, that the same 
extent of good ground which maintains one 
man upon butcher meat will maintain twelve 
men upon wheat, and seventy men upon potatoes. 
This statement seems overcharged ; but cer- 
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tainly the difference is great. If population be 
the only object, the whole arable land, and all 
that is capable of being rendered such, ought to 
be in tillage. If the sterility of the grouinl 
diminish the quantity of animal and vegetable 
food in the same proportion, corn will still afford 
the greater quantity of nourishment from the 
most barren soil ; but the expense of cultivating 
such soil increases with the extent required to 
afford a given quantity of food, or even in a 
higher proportion. There is, therefore, a limit 
at which cultivation ceases to be profitable. 
Land, in order to be cultivated, must yield a 
quantity of food sujficient to maintain the la- 
bourers, and also to maintain those who supply 
them with other necessaries. It must also 
maintain the labouring cattle, and replace the 
seed, and afford an overplus for the farmer's 
profit equal to that obtained from uncultivated 
land. 

The above supposition, however, does not 
apply to the state of society under which we 
live. A certain mixture of animal and vegetable 
food seems most congenial to the human consti- 
tution ; at least those who can procure such a 
mixture almost universally prefer it, and the 
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proportion of animal food * is considerable. The 
ground appropriated to pasture, on the foregoing 
principles, is insufficient. The pressure of de- 
mand raises the price of animal food, and as 
pasture land becomes more valuable the limit of 
F. takes place at a higher degree of fertility ; at 
the same time, the rise of th^ price of animal 
food restricts the use of it among the lower 
ranks, and prevents the place of F. from rising 

* The price of butcher meat may be to that of bread as four 
to one. If the pound of bread be at a penny, the price of beef is, 
perhaps, at four-pence, and so in proportion. It is certain that 
more nourishment is obtained from a pound of meat than from 
a pound of bread, though physicians and others differ greatly 
in estimating the proportion. Mr. Gray reckons five quartern 
loaves a week a fiill allowance for an average of all ages, when 
fed altogether upon that article. This amounts to about twenty- 
one and a half pounds weight. The allowance to our seamen, 
till lately, was a pound of meat per day, or seven pounds a 
.weekt ; and if we suppose the nourishment it affords double to 
that of an equal weight of bread, it is equivalent to fourteen 
pounds of bread. But their food is not altogether of meat. They 
also receive an allowance of bread, cheese, butter, and oth^ 
articles. If we suppose the quantity of these equal to one-third 
of the bread consumed by those who live entirely on it, the 
amount of nourishment is nearly the same to both. Our sailors, 
indeed, are more highly fed than the average of mankind : but 
this may be compensated by the allowance of one-third for the 
other luticles being too small. On these suppositions the 
expense of living on butcher meat is double that of living on 
bread. We rather apprehend the difference is greater. 

t By a late regulation the allowance of meat to our sailors is 
reduced to three-quarters of a pound, and an addition made to 
their allowance of other articles. 
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80 high as it would otherwise do. The quantity 
of land in pasture is therefore regulated by the 
appetite for, and consumption of animal food, and 
cpnsequentiy by the number of persons who are 
able to afford that indulgence. It is greatest in 
tiiat state of society in which persons of every 
rank could afford to purchase a quantity of 
animal food at an advanced price suited to their 
desires, natural or acquired. 

It does not affect this argument, that arable 
land produces more food on the whole by being 
sometimes in grass, and that sterile pastures are 
only capable of rearing, not of fattening cattle. 
The price of butcher meat consists of two parts ; 
that of the lean animal, reared on our moun- 
tains, which may be considered as a rude ma- 
terial; and that of the fatness superinduced; 
when they are brought by the grazier to our 
richer pastures. The foregoing reasoning, though 
it has a more direct reference to the former, is 
also applicable to the latter; for the quantity of 
arable land actually cultivated will be regulated 
by the proportion of the profit obtained by 
raising corn, and by fattening cattle. 

We may notice, by the way, that there is a 
stage in the infancy of agricidture, when the 
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quantity of corn raised does not afford the pro- 
portion of vegetable food most agreeable to the 
human appetite, and is in this respect the reverse 
of our present situation. This seems to have 
been the general state of Europe for some cen- 
turies after the subversion of the Roman empire, 
and is still realized in the case of the wander- 
ing Tartars and Arabs, and of sonie tribes <rf 
North America, who are well supplied with 
animal food by hunting,' pasturage, and fishing, 
but whose feeble attempts in agriculture furnish 
only a very scanty allowance of com. In such 
a state corn is more in request than animal 
food, and is therefore dearer. 

In Dr. Anderson's illustrations, it is laid 
down that the price of corn must be equal to 
the expense of raising it on the most sterile cul- 
tivated land, and that this expense includes 
the rent of such land when not cultivated, which 
value must be sunk when it is subjected to the 
plough. He is therefore not correct when he 
affirms, that rent forms no component part of the 
price of corn. 

The proposition announced by those who em- 
brace his doctrine is, that all rent arises from 
the inequality of the productive quality of the 
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soil, and that the rent of the best land is equal 
to the difference between the value of its pro- 
duce and that of an equal extent of the worst 
land under cultivation. 

The proposition which they have demmr 
strated is, that this difference forms a necessary 
part (^ rent, and as the price of com must be 
sufficient, to defray the expense of raising it on 
the most barren soils on which it is raised, it 
is a matter of indifference to the rest of the 
community, whether this be paid to the land- 
lord or retained by the farmer who possesses 
better land ; who, if he did so, would become 
the proprietor of his own possession. 

In the elucidation of their argument, they 
cannot dispense with lu'inging into view ano* 
ther part of rent, the value of ground when un- 
cultivated. This, they say, is part of the ex- 
pense of raising the crop ; but it is a part not 
arising i^ther from present labour, or from capi- 
tal accumulated by former labour. It therefore 
resolves itself into rent, as much as the differ- 
ence of ihe value of the produce arising from 
the different qualities of the grouind. 

The rent of uncultivated land, or of the poor- 
est cultivated land, which regulates that of all of 
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superior quality, partakes of the nature of a 
moiK^ly, though limited in its operations by 
peculiar circumstances. 

It is an assumed principle in regard to pricey 
that every man will strive to obtain the highest 
price he can for every article he brings to 
market. There may be some exceptions to 
this ; but they bear too small a proportion to 
the whole to require any notice in general spe- 
culations. The price which the seller can ob- 
tain is that which the buyer is willing to give, 
and this depends on two circumstances : whe- 
ther he can procure the article cheaper else- 
where ; and whether he can, and be willing to 
dispense with the use of it rather than give the 
price demanded. The first of these is excluded 
in the case of a complete monopoly. If the 
value of an article arise chiefly from the labour 
and skill employed in its production, that of the 
rude material bearing only a small proportion, 
and if the right of producing it be open to all, 
the price cannot much exceed that by which a 
like quantity of labour and skill applied to other 
purposes is usually rewarded. But if an exclu- 
sive right of producing that article be vested, by 
legal power,^ in a few, or in one individual, he or 
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they may raise the price, till the eommunity 
discontinue the use of the article^ or at least use 
it so sparingly, that the patentee loses more by 
the diminution of his sales, than he gains by the 
highness of the price. This is monop(dy in the 
strictest sense of the word- 

Another kind of monopoly is, when some ma- 
terial, necessary for the production of the eomr 
modity, is in the hands of one, or a few indivi- 
duals, who, by combination, may raise the 
price to a high amount, especially if it be an 
article the use of which cannot be dispensed 
with. If all the iron-mines in a country were 
in the hands of a few proprietors, and no means 
afforded of obtaining a supply by commerce, 
they might raise the price of iron very high* 
But, the greater the numbers of proprietors, the 
more difficult is it to raise the price by combi- 
nation, and the more likely is a fall of price by 
competition. If the number of proprietors be 
very considerable, their power to raise the 
price by combination is very small, though still 
the article partakes in some degree of the na- 
ture of a monopoly. 

llie connexion between the rent of land and 
the price of corn is obvious. Land is necessary 
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for Ihe production of com. The proprietoris 
.of land are very numerous. In settled coun- 
tries, however, they are not the whole, and 
generally not the majority of the community. 
They possess, therefore, in some measure, 
though in a low degree, the power of the mono- 
polist. Mr. Malthus calls this power a pai^tial 
monopoly. 

• The indispensable necessity of the article, sup- 
posing foreign supply not admitted, strengthens 
the monopolizing power ; but it is limited, on 
the other hand, by what the labourers can 
afford to give. They must be able to procure 
by their wages a supply sufficient to support 
nature and procure other necessaries : other- 
wise they will starve or emigrate, or rise in 
mobs, and seize the com by vioknce from the 
granaries of the monopolists. 

The rent of land is also restricted by compe- 
tition among the proprietors. Where there is 
no exportation of com, the extent of land in 
culture is limited by the demands of the exist- 
ing population. In most countries the extent 
of land susceptible of cultivation is greater than 
the demands of the population, and as it is the 
interest of every proprietor to have as much of 
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his land cultivated as he can, a competition 
takes place, attended with the usual effect of its 
being let upon lower tenns. 

As the rent of land can never fall so low as to 
allow nothing for that of the quality F., on the 
other hand it can never rise so high as to allow 
nothing but absolute necessaries to the agricul- 
turists. If this were the case, eviejry other em- 
ployment must be reduced to equal indigence, 
otherwise the profession of agriculture would 
be deserted, and the profits of stock reduced to 
the lowest possible rate, or all stock vested in 
the hands of land-owners. Such an unnatural 
state of things, for obvious reasons, can never 
take place, though it is sometimes approximated 
more nearly to than it ought to be. For 
examples of this we need not have recourse 
to the state of the boors in Russia and Poland : 
we shall find one nearer home in the wretched 
condition of the, Irish peasfuitry. 

Inasmuch as corn partakes of the nature of 
a monopoly, its price is rais^, and the rent in 
money raised. The price received by thc^ 
farmer for the crops he raises is partly retained 
by him to enable him to pay the labourer and 
other expenses incurred in raising the crop, 
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inokidii^ his own profit, and partly paid by him 
in rent, for being permitted to use the produc- 
tive power of the soil. He will n<rt he able to 
retain more than the usual recompense for the 
labour and capital employed in cultivation. The 
rest he must give away, imd it may be accounted 
rent, whether it be paid to the proprietor of the 
land, to the tithe-holder, or to the tax-gatherer. 
The amount is limited by the power which these 
possess of raising the price of corn, and what- 
ever i^Mure the tithe-holder and tax-gatherer 
draw, the less remains for the proprietor. Some 
peculiar ccmsequences, however, result from 
drawii^ part of the rent in the form of tithes^ 
which shfdl be considered afta*wards. 

A part of our cultivated land is applied to 
raise other crops than corn. The price of these 
cn^s is regulated by that of com. If a crop of 
flax be less profitaUe, that jdant will not be cul- 
tivated tiU the price rise. If it be more pli- 
able, more land wiU be sown with it till the 
price fall. The effects of commerce are at pre- 
sent out of the question. 

The rent of wood-lands is modified by the 
slowness of the growth of timber. An acre of 
full-grown wood, upon general princi{des, ought 
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to pay tbe rent of the ground during the tune it 
has been growing, and other expenses^ with 
interest, a deduction being made for the value 
of the young trees taken out for thinning, and 
of the pasture among the growing wood* There 
is something, however, so discouraging in the 
length of time before returns are expected, that 
few would plant cm these terms. A man knows, 
when he plants, diat he will not live to see the 
trees at perfection, or derive profit finom them, 
and the concern which he takes in the affairs of 
posterity is comparatively languid. Aceoordingly 
the value of a full-grown wood generally exceeds 
the estimate of its cost, with every aUowanee of 
rent and interest. Even this expectation would 
be ii»3ufficient if mankind were not led to plant 
by other inducements^ A certain quantity of 
wood is ornamental to tibe country, and long 
before the trees have attained their ftdl sisiEe, the 
appearance of a fdbntation is delightfuL Our 
Ueak heaths, which present an uncouth aqiect^ 
and hardly admit of cultivation, are often weU 
adapted for planting. A proprietor sees a thrive- 
ing young wood rising m his vicinity, advancing 
in beauty every year, and engages in extendiii^ 
the agreeable scene. 



Digitized by 



Google 



160 OF RENT. 

The slowness of the growth of timber prevents 
the quantity from being easily adapted to the 
demands of the country. If too much or too 
little ground be appropriated to an annual crop, 
if too much be in tillage or in pasture, the evil 
cures itself in a few years ; but if the quantity of 
wood be too small, the want can hardly be sup- 
jdied, without the, aid of commerce, to the present 
generation. The price of wood, and the profits 
of wood-land, depend upon the state of the coun- 
try at least half a century ago. 

Orchards and vineyards hold a middle place 
between corn-lands and wood-lands. Their 
returns are slower than the former, but much 
quicker than the latter. 

The price of metals consists in j^art of a rent 
paid to the proprietor of the mine. The residue 
k a recompense for the capital and labour em- 
ployed, and the risk incurred in the business of 
mining. If the number of known mines be fully 
sufficient for the supply of a country, the rent to 
the proprietor will be little. Still it is some- 
thing. The rent increases with the scarcity of 
the mines. It is limited by the price which the 
community is willing to give for the article. 
Iron is the only metal, the use of which, in con- 
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siderable quantities, cannot easily be dispensed 
willi ; but it is also, by the wise appointment of 
nature, the most plentiful, and therefore the rent 
drawn for iron mines is not very great. G)pper, 
lead, and tin, are comparatively rare, and there- 
fore, though far less useful, their mines are more 
lucrative to the proprietor. Quarries of lime, 
free-stone, and slate, generally yield a rent, 
though, in remote places, they yield but little. 
In mountainous countries abounding with^anite 
no rent is drawn for that article, except in 
favourable situations. 

In cold countries, fuel holds a considerable 
place among the necessaries of life. The articles 
chiefly used for that purpose are wood, turf, and 
pit-coal. The first of these only can be increased 
without limitation, and may by proper care 
afford an inexhaustible supply, if the others 
should fail. Of the second, our whole store is 
at once exposed to view, and by proper manage- 
ment it may, in some measure, be regenerated : 
yet still it is liable to be exhausted in length of 
time. The third admits of no known renovation ; 
but the extent of undiscovered stores cannot be 
known. It is the most easily transported, and 
its price is regulated by the same principles as 
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that of other minerals. It is limited, however, 
by the price of wood, which can be raised in 
all places, and would supersede the use of coal 
if its price were cheaper. The use of coal adds 
to the general wealth, by saving the ground 
that would be required for wood, and allowing 
our mosses to be converted into arable land. 

The rent of appropriated fisheries depends on 
the quantity of fish they supply, and the notion 
entertained of their delicacy. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

OF TITHES. 

We return to the consideration of the burthen 
generally imposed on the farmer, in this and 
many other countries, by the abstraction of a 
determinate part of his produce for the payment 
of tithes. 

We are not at present to take into view the 
purpose to which tithes are appli^, or the 
persons by whom they are levied ; the duty of 
providing a suitable maintenance for the clergy, 
the propriety of doing so in the way of tithe, or 
the objections which may be and have been 
urged against that system. The present ques- 
tion is, upon whom do tithes, when exacted, fall? 
Whether, according to some, do they fall on the 
proprietor of the land, who receives so much less 
rent from his tenant ; or whether do they, accord- 
ing to others, fall upon the community at large, 
constituting a part of the expense of raising 
corn, and enhancing its value accordingly ? 

M2 
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A tax upon land, of an invariable amount in 
money upon each estate, falls upon the landlord, 
who can never devolve it on the tenant, or any 
other part of the community. This proposition, 
so far as we know, has not been controverted. 
If it does not extend to tithes, this must be 
owing to some specialty connected with the 
latter. It can make no difference, in regard to 
either, whether they be in the first instance 
advanced by the farmer, or paid directly by the 
proprietor. The only specialty in regard to 
tithes is their variableness, being generally a 
certain proportion of the crop of the current 
year, or, at most, an annual sum of money con- 
sidered as equivalent, on an average of a small 
number of years. 

In some cases the proprietor is also the tithe- 
holder. In other words, some lands are tithe- 
free. It is believed no such proprietor ever drew 
from his tenants a part of what they paid him 
in the form of tithe, and the rest in the usual 
way of rent, or that he could derive any advan- 
tage from doing so. In the former chapter we 
stated the circumstances of extent of land, fer- 
tility, population, and competition, upon which 
rent depended ; and apprehend that, while these 
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Iremain the same^ it is not in the power of the 
proprietor to obtain more from his tenants by 
hi^ying recourse to a capricious system. If he 
do so, he is more likely to injure both himself 
and them, by laying restraints on the mort 
eligible modes of cultivation. 

If the proprietor cannot draw mwe from the 
tenant on the whole, by taking so much for tithe^ 
and so much for. rent, it is difficult to conceive 
how it is possible to draw more when these por- 
tions are paid to different persons. 

A large portion of rent, and according to some 
the whole, arises from the superior produce of 
fertile land above that of the most sterile in 
cultivation. So long as no tithe is drawn, the 
whole of this surplus goes to rent; but after 
tithing, it is only the surplus of what the tithe- 
liolder leaves that is applicable thereto ; and, as 
more is withdrawn from the fertile land, this 
surplus is less than before, and so far the rent 
fistimated in corn is lessened, and the landlord 
bears the burthen of the tithe without remu- 
neration. 

It is argued, that the farmer who cultivated 
land of the quality F., previous to the establish- 
pxent of the tithing system, could pay a rent 
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equal to what land of the same quality yielded 
when uncultivated ; Ihe com, when sdd at the 
market-price, being sufficient to afford it: but if 
tithe be exacted, one-tenth of the produce being 
withdra'wn, the remaining nine-tenths, when 
sold at the former price, would be insufficient ; 
and therefore the farmer would discontinue to 
cultivate such land unless the price of com 
rise, and, as the demands of the population 
require its cultivation, the price will rise. 

But the farmer may continue to cultivate and 
sell his com at the fonner price if his rent fall ; 
and if the proprietor had no other way of dis-^ 
posing of his land, the rent would fall to the 
requisite extent. In existing circumstances, 
tiie rent is not likely to fall so much, and the 
price of com may rise: but this is entirely 
owing to the imposition of a burthen, which 
falls exclusively on land under culture, and, by 
its inequality, deranges that appropriation of 
land which would otherwise take place, to the 
joint purposes of agriculture and pasturage. 

The exaction of tithes is a discouragement 
to the raising of crops which require an expen- 
wve cxdtivation, because they fall upon the gross 
and not upon the net produce. The expense of 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF TITHBS. 167 

cultivating an acre of hops is much greater than 
that of cultivating an acre of com^ but the 
value of the crop is generally so much greater 
as to afiford a sufficient remuneration to the 
raiser. Suppose 20L value of hops raised on an 
acre at the expense of 15/.^ and 10/. value oi 
wheat raised on an acre of like ground at an 
expense of 51. So long as it remains tithe«free 
there will be a surplus of 51. for rent and 
farmer's profit ; but when tithe is exacted, viz.» 
21. £rom the hop-acre and 1/. from the wheat- 
acre, there remains only 3/. from the former, 
but 4/. from the latter for rent and farmer's 
profit Thus the cultivation of hops is discou- 
raged, unless the price rise. The same applies 
to the cultivation: of flax, perhaps in a smaller 
degree. It would also a^ly to the cultivation 
of com, the expense of which is greater than 
that of pasturage, even though tithe were ex* 
acted on the produce of pasture land, to the full 
extent ; and when we revert to the actual case of 
land in pasture generally paying no tithe at all, 
the advantage it possesses imder a tithing system 
is much greater. If a burthen were imposed ou 
pasture land, which pressed as much on it as 
tithes do upon cultivated land, there would be 
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so rise in the price of com, and the tithe, 
tiiough advanced by the fanner, would fall on 
ike proprietor. 

Land of the quality F. is supposed to yield 
an equal surplus produce, after payment of all 
expenses, whether applied to the purposes rf 
tillage or pasturage, and to pay an equal rent. 
So long as no tithe is levied, all this rent is paid 
to the proprietor; but if tithe be levied, so 
much of the produce of the land in tillage is 
transferred to another person, and the remainder 
only paid to the proprietor, while he continues 
to draw the full rent for pasture Ismd as before. 
He therefore will not let such land for the purpose 
of tillage, unless the price of com rise so much 
as to yield him the same money-rent as before, 
after satisfying the demands of the tithe-holder. 

Let us resume the supposition, that land of 
the quality A. produces 10 bolls per acre, and 
that of the quality F. 3 -^ boUs, and that the 
expense of cultivating an acre of either is the 
value o( 3 boUs. The rent of A., so far as ii 
depends on surplus produce, when no tithe 
is exacted, is 6 •!<§- boUs. When tithe is 
drawn, which amounts to.l boll from A. aad 
-^^ of a boll from Fv, there remain 9 bolls 
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c^the produoe of A. and 3^^ of that of F«, and 
the difference applicable to the rent of A. is 
5-|<§-^ bolls, or one-tenth less than before. The 
tenant of F. requiring 3 bolls for expenses, can 
wily pay -g-fj- of a boll in rent ; and if the tithe- 
holder, who draws -/jV ^f ^ ^U fr<»^ ^* when 
in culture, drew the value of a like quantity 
from it when uncultivated, it would be impos- 
sible for the proprietor to obtain more than the 
very small rent above-mentioned for F. But, 
as no tithe is drawn from F. when uncultivated, 
none of it will be cultivated till the price of 
com rise. As the cultivation of the usual por- 
tion of F. is required to afford the former sup- 
ply to the population, a rise of price will take 
place, and if it rise one-tenth, the money-rent 
will be the same to the proprietor as before, 
while his com rent has fallen one-tenth part. 

It formerly required the price of three boUs 
to pay the farmer's expenses. A less quantity, 
sdd at an advanced price, will give the same 
retum in money. It will require only 2^^ bolls 
when the price has advanced one-t^ith; and 
after selling that quantity to defray expenses, 
and having -^^ of a boll abstracted by the tithes 
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holder, there will remain -^f^ of a boll for the 
landlord's rent. He received before -f^, but 
the smaller quantity, sold at an advanced price, 
will give the same return in money as the 
larger quantity did before. 

A still higher rise in the price of com would 
be required to put the farmer on his former 
footing, if his rent be not abated. All the 
com raised is not sent to market. A part of 
it, nearly uniform, must be retained for the 
maintenance of the farmer's family and servant^ 
and his labouring cattle. Suppose l-^ bolls 
retained for these purposes, there remain 2 
bolls previous to tithing, and 1 ^^ after tithing, 
to be taken to market. These must be sold for 
equal sums, to afford an equal allowance to the 
fanner for his miscellaneous expenses and profit ; 
and if such a rise took place, the money rent of 
the proprietor would be increased. 

But it is not probable that the price would 
rise to that extent. Any rise that takes place is 
occasioned by an additional quantity of F. being 
offered to the grazier, in consequence of which 
the rent of such land applied to pasturage will 
&U, and Ihe price of com is likely to settle at 
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some intermediate rate between the f<»rmer and 
that which would give the farmer a full equivar 
lent for the tithe. 

A derangement of the natural price of the 
{»*oduce of land, when under tillage or in pasr 
turage, is thus occasioned by the exaction of 
tithes from the former, and not from the latten 
To illustrate this further, we shall state an 
imaginary case. Suppose a country entirely 
agricultural, where the only crops raised are 
wheat and barley, and where the land, being all 
appropriated, is rented at a higher rate than that 
resulting from the difference of fertility. The 
prices of these two kinds of grain, and the quan*> 
titles raised of each, will be regulated by the 
general expense and produce of an acre of each, 
and the relative demand for them : these points 
being adjusted when the land is tithe-free, let us 
suppose a tithe imposed on the wheat, but not on 
the barley. What would be the consequence ? 
The farmer could not continue to cultivate wheat 
and sell it at the former price and pay the former 
rent. The price of wheat would rise, or the 
rent of wheat-land would fall, or both these 
alterations would take place to a certain extent 
But, as land of the same quality would be let by 



Digitized by 



Google 



172 OF TITHBS. 

the proprietor at the same rent, whatever purr 
pose the farmer applied it to, the rent of barley- 
land would also fall ; and the expense of raising 
that crop being the same as before, the natural 
and consequently the actual price of that grain 
would fall, and from the difference of price, it is 
likely that a smaller quantity of wheat and a 
larger quantity of barley would be consumed by 
the inhabitants than before. The demand aiMJI 
supply being the same as formerly, the whole 
rent paid by the farmer, tithe included, will also 
be the same, the portion drawn from wheat-land 
by. the tithe-holder being compensated by the 
general fall of rent paid to the proprietor. 

If a deficiency of one-tenth of the usual crop 
of com be occasioned by blight, this, imless a 
supply can be procured by importation, must 
occasion a more parsimonious consumption, and 
the price will rise. But if importation be per- 
mitted, and a sufficient supply procured from a 
country where corn is raised at less expense, the 
price may not rise. The effect upon the market 
will be much the same, whether the tenth of th^ 
usual crop, being destroyed by blight, be supplied 
by the foreigner, or whether, being withdrawn 
in tithe, it is immediately pcnired into the market 
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by the tithe-holder, llie only difference is, that 
the tithe-holder's quantity being limited, he 
cannot depress the price of corn below its former 
rate ; whereas the supply by importation, if im- 
limited, might depress it much lower, and force 
much of llie inferior soils out of cultivation. 

Different views in regard to rent and tithe 
hfcve been taken by writers on political economy. 
But on one point they are nearly unanimous,' 
that each writer's own system is attended with 
evidence equal to that of mathematical demon- 
stration. We have endeavoured to trace what 
appears most probable, with all the care we can; 
though we deliver our opinion with considerable 
diffidence, as consequences may arise from dif- 
ferent modes of polity, or from supervening cir- 
cumstances, which it is very difficult to foresee. 

On the whole, notwithstanding very respect- 
able authority on the other hand*, we incline to 
the opinion that, in most cases, tithe falls chiefly, 
if not entirely, on the proprietor. 

As the revenue of the tithe-holder is deterio- 
rated when land is thrown out of culture, his 
interest will induce him not to exact rigorously 
tithe from sterile land, but to compound for it 
* Ricardo on Political Economy, chap. ix. 
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on moderate terms. In like manner, in the 
imaginary case above supposed, he would com- 
pound easily for the tithe on wheat-land, to pre- 
vent it from being converted into barley-land. 

The foregoing reasoning proceeds on the sup- 
position that tithe is drawn in kind, or at least 
is fixed annually upon an assumed valuation of 
the crop for the present year. If the tithe be 
compounded for at a fixed sum for a term of 
years, or during the life of the incumbent, it is 
clearly a part of the rent kept back from the 
landlord. This is also the case in Scotland, 
where tithes (there called teinds) are levied on 
a different system, and at a fixed rate, payable 
sometimes in grain, sometimes in money. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH. 

Wealth is only desirable as a means of in- 
creasing human enjoyment ; and the relative 
value of different quantities of wealth ought to 
be estimated by the degree in which they promote 
the happiness of the owners. This depends upcHS 
the mode of its distribution, as well as upon its 
absolute quantity* 

An inquiry into this subject is apt to raise an 
alarm in the minds of a considerable portion of 
society. They dread the introduction of level- 
ling principles, the invasion of property, and 
subversion of the present establishment of society. 
These fears, which the higher ranks are at all 
times ready to entertain, have been much in- 
creased by the evils which accompanied the 
French Rev(dution. Though redress of poli- 
tical grievances only was at first held forth 
by the promoters of that event, it soon led to 
the dissolution of property, and to atrocities of 
the most enormous kind. Whilst we hold that 
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the preservation of social constitutions should be 
maintained with the strictest care, and even 
where defects are manifest, that remedies should 
be app^ed with extreme caution, — ^we cannot 
go the length, which some do, of condemning 
indiscriminately every proposed amendment in 
the present arrangements, from the dread- of 
the evils which may attend innovations. While 
we consider discussion on these points as 
conducive to the true interest of society, we 
would not willingly offend the feelings, or incur 
the indignation of alarmists. We hold that a 
certain measure of inequality in the distribution 
of wealth is not only unavoidable, but is con- 
ducive to human welfare, both in regard to ex-, 
temal enjoyment and moral imjprovement ; and< 
if, upon a fair inquiry, it should appear that a 
nearer approach to equality, than at present, 
takes place in most civilized states, is desirable,' 
we not only reprobate the attainment of this by 
a violent invasion of property, but we disap- 
prove of any measure which would occasion 
a sudden alteration in the present state of things, 
or which is revolting to the feelings which, 
habit has established in the minds of a re- 
spectable class of the conununity. We may 
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not appi-ove these feelings : we may wish them 
gradually extinguished ; but while they subsist, 
they ought not to be rudely violated. 

By the gifts of nature and returns of in- 
dustry mankind are possessed of ampler stores 
than are requisite for mere subsistence. A 
portion is applied for procuring comforts, ele- 
gancies, and luxuries. All must be provided 
in necessaries ; but we may conceive the over- 
plus either equally distributed among the whole 
community, or accumulated in the hands of a 
few, or of any part less than the whole, and that 
in all variety of proportions. 

In a small and simple community, there is 
little inequality of circumstances. In a large 
and flourishing state the inequality is commonly 
very great. If the income of a common labourer 
in Britain be accounted one, there are some 
whose incomes exceed one thousand ; and in most 
other countries of Europe the inequality is equally 
striking. Oriental countries present examples 
of still greater inequality. In the flourishing 
times of the Roman commonwealth and empire, 
the fortunes of the rich were enormous. 

Let us suppose a small portion taken from the 
income of a rich man who has a thousand, and 

N 
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added to that of a labourer. An addition of one- 
tenth would sensibly increase the enjoyments of 
the labourer, and the want of it would hardly 
be felt by the rich man. The loss, if he knew it, 
might give him uneasiness, but is merely ima- 
ginary. His house, his furniture, his table and 
equipage, would undergo no sensible alteration. 
An increase of happiness is, therefore, obtained 
by this transfer of property. Such, at least, is 
its immediate consequence. If this be repeated 
a second, a third, and a considerable number of 
times, the successive additions do not in the 
same degree increase the enjoyments of the 
poor man, and the loss comes to be sensibly felt 
by the rich man. 

There is a limit beyond which equalization of 
property ceases to be desirable. A state of 
complete equality is unsuitable to human nature, 
and would detract from those energies, the exer- 
tion of which, under due regulation, promotes 
the improvement of our intellectual and active 
powers, and extends the sphere of our higher 
enjoyments. 

Industry is excited by the hope of improving 
our circumstances. This hope is founded on 
the supposition of inequality, and supported by 
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the expectation of a suitable reward, and secure 
possession of what is obtained. Hence exeiv 
tions are produced, which add to the masa of 
general wealth, and by their invigorating influ- 
ence operate in a still more essential manner to 
the incriBase of human happiness. 

Without some inequality of situation the 
powers of the human mind could not lie brought 
to a high pitch of improvement. The acquisi- 
tion of knowledge and cultivation of genius 
require a share of leisure incompatible with 
absolute equality. It is requisite that some 
men be exempted from manual labour, in order 
that they may apply to those studies and pur- 
suits which not only raise their own minds to 
superior excellence, but lead to improvements 
of general use to society. A certain measm-e of 
competence affords facilities in these pursuits. 
Knowledge is collected from books, or acquired 
by general conversation and travelling, or inves- 
tigated by expensive experiments; all of which 
are beyond the reach of the poor man. 

Some regard is also due to the enjoyments 
afforded by the elegant arts, and other sources 
of innocent gratification, which afiluence con- 
fers, and the more refined state of social inter- 

N2 
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course which prevails in the higher ranks of 
society, and extends its influence in some mea- 
sure to the inferior ones. 

There is also reason to believe that the va- 
riety of duties resulting from the distinction of 
stations contributes to the improvement of our 
moral nature. The man who, under the influ- 
ence of virtuous principles, discharges properly 
the duties he owes to his superiors, equals, and 
inferiors, appears to hold a higher place in the 
scale of moral excellence than he who has only 
one class of duties to discharge. The obliga- 
tions arising from a greater variety of connec- 
tions may be considered as a school of moral 
discipline, under which virtue is exercised, and 
advanced to a higher degree of perfection. 

It is, therefore, desirable, first to ascertain 
the degree of inequality of circumstances most 
conducive to human happiness ; and then, if the 
actual inequality exceed that measure, to in-, 
quire into the practical and admissible means of 
approaching to it, without doing violence to 
property, or introducing other disorders into 
society. 

In regard to the former, it is obviously im- 
practicable to fix the measure with precision. 
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Some general principles, however, may be pro- 
posed which ascertain it within certain limits. 

The wisdom of the prayer of Agur must be 
admitted even by those who do not acknow- 
ledge the authority of the book in which it is 
contained. The eligibility of the middle station 
of life is become almost proyerbial, and is the 
conclusion which a candid inquiry can hardly 
fail to lead to ; and that, either upon the reli- 
gious and moral views on which Agur founds 
his preference, or in regard to mere physical 
enjoyments. That it is preferable to a state of 
poverty, none will be foimd to question : that it is 
preferable to a state of great afiSuence is a doc- 
trine that will not be rdished by the ambitious 
and worldly-minded. But the philosopher, 
who considers the temptations to indolence and 
dissipation which affluence affords, and which 
are so seldom effectually resisted, and that want 
of relish for social and innocent enjoyments 
which is the frequent effect of an unrestrained 
course of enjoyment, can hardly fail to concur in 
Agur's supplication. 

This leads us to desire that as large a propor- 
tion of mankind as possible be placed in the 
middle station of life, neither very rich, nor 
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very poor. Uuder this class several descrip- 
tions of men are comprehended : those who 
enjoy a moderate competency from landed or 
other property ; the greater part of those en-* 
gaged in commerce, or who gain a livelihood 
by following the liberal professions ; many who 
are employed in manufactures, but who are 
occupied in superintending others rather than in 
manual labour. These persons are not idle, but 
their employments are not servile or incessant, 
and they have leisure and opportunities for 
intellectual improvement. Though something 
is deducted by the existence of this class from 
the quantity of manual labour performed, the 
loss is fully repaid by their exertion in superior 
occupations, from which all ranks derive ad- 
vantage. 

But all cannot and ought not to be in the 
middle station. Such equality, were it prac- 
ticable, which it is not, in civilized society, 
would be subversive of social order and happi- 
ness. 

Let us inquire into the measure of wealth 
which would fall to the share of each person if 
it were fully equalized. This is not so great as 
most persons, upon a transient view, would be 
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apt to suppose. The rich are so few in number, 
compared with the whole community, that the 
distribution of their wealth would not raise the 
general circmnstances above a moderate compe- 
tency. 

In a former chapter we stated the average 
expense of the labouring classes and their fami- 
lies at nine pounds each person, and that of the 
aggregate of all ranks at eighteen pounds. If 
this be nearly correct, a system of complete 
equality would only raise the labourer's income 
to the last-mentioned sum. If only one half of 
the wealth at present possessed by the higher 
ranks were transferred to the labourer, it would 
raise his income to thirteen pounds ten shil- 
lings, and this seems the utmost extent to which 
the levelling system could be extended, without 
introducing consequences utterly subversive of 
the welfare of society. Whether a transfer to 
this extent would leave sufficient distinction of 
circumstances to answer every useful purpose, 
is a point not easily determined. 

We maintain, however, without hesitatk)n, 
that an alteration in the present state of society 
in this country, which would add something to 
the condition of the labourer, if such a change 



Digitized by 



Google 



184 DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH. 

were effected gradually and imperceptibly by 
the silent operation of natural causes, would 
tend, on the whole, to the increase of human 
happiness. 

A benevolent man, whose duty or situation 
leads him to visit the cottages of the poor, and 
inspect the manner in which they live, will 
observe, with regret, that the family is often very 
inadequately provided with lodging, furniture, 
and clothing ; that sometimes they have not a 
sufficiency of wholesome food and fuel ; and that 
not unfrequently the labourer is obliged to work 
too hard, or too long, in order to obtain a sup- 
ply of mere necessaries to his family. 

These hardships, however, do not press 
equally at all times, or upon every description 
of labour, Mid very much depends on the sobriety 
and good management of the heads of the 
family. 

When these qualities prevail in times of or- 
dinary jdenty, and when labour is in ordinary^ 
demand, the visitor will frequently find a com- 
fortable cottage, sufficient to acconmaodate the 
family without exposing them to the risk of dis- 
ease, or want of cleanliness, from being over- 
crowded ; provided with the most useful arti- 
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cles of plain furniture^ and^ perhaps, a few ornar 
mental ones ; their clothes decent, and sufficient 
for every-day wear, though plain, with a better 
suit for Sunday, The husband, when he re- 
turns from his labour, then receives a cheerful 
reception from his wife and family, and after 
partaking of a frugal, but unstinted meal, relaxes 
himself in innocent conversation till the family 
retire to rest This picture is not Utopian ; we 
have often witnessed it, and it is a state of 
comfort which may be brought within the 
reach of aU the labouring classes, unless they 
deprive themselves of it by intemperance, or 
some other kind of misconduct 

The bulk of mankind must be employed for 
the greater part of their time in manual labour, 
but they ought not to be forced to such severe 
exertion as exhausts their strength prematurely ; 
nor should their labour be so long continued 
as to leave no time for relaxation and intel- 
lectual improvement In general ten hours' 
labour in the day, from six to six, with two 
hours of interval, is as much as they should 
undertake. Those engaged in the labours of 
agriculture usually work longer in time of 
harvest, as manufacturers do upon urgent occa- 
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sions, and this may be compensated by extend- 
ing the hours of relaxation when circumstances 
admit of it. When labour is unusually hard^ the 
time of its continuance should be proportionally 
flhortened. 

That sacred institution which withdraws one 
day in seven from the ordinary employments of 
life, and assigns it to religious and moral im- 
provement, and the innocent jdeasures of social 
conversation, can never be too much admired 
and respected. When viewed merely as a hu- 
man institution, it deserves a preference to any 
which the heathen world can lay claim to ; and 
we ought carefully to guard against any practice 
that may infringe on the reverence with which 
it is regarded, and thereby open the way for its 
gradual neglect. 

As the labouring classes must always be the 
most numerous, to promote their welfare is to 
promote human happiness at large. An appre- 
hension is entertained by those who are not in- 
clined to favour the labouring classes, that too 
liberal a reward of labour would lead to idleness 
and intemperance. The most effectual remedy 
against these evils is to give them such an 
education, and induce such moral habits, as 
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may promote a reliiA for the moderate com- 
forts of life. The education of the inferiw 
ranks is an object of so much importance as to 
require a separate discussion^ and will be con- 
sidered in a subsequent chapter. 

As an ordinary share of industry should not 
miss a suitable reward, so extraordinary dili- 
gence or abilities should procure a larger share 
of enjoyment, or prove the means of raising a 
man to a higher station in life. 

The different ranks of society should not be 
separated, as they are in some countries, by 
strongly marked and insurmountable barriers. 
They should be blended by shades, almost im- 
perceptible, and a transition to a higher station 
should be easily accessible to merit. 

Some other circumstances connected with 
the welfare of the lower ranks deserve consi- 
deration. 

The nmnerous class engaged in manufactures, 
or manual occupation, are either journeymen 
employed by masters wjio fiimish materials, and 
sometimes tools, and pay them wages for their 
work, or free labourers who find employment 
for themselves. In a simple state of society 
almost all are free labourers. In a more ad- 
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vanced state, journeymen are the most numerous. 
Those manufactures which require an expensive 
apparatus, and much division of labour, cannot 
be carried on otherwise ; but as we consider the 
situation of the free labourer to be more eligi- 
ble than that of the journeyman, we wish the 
number of the former enlarged in such employ- 
ments as admit of it. 

A person chiefly employed in manufacture or 
manual trade may allot some portion of his 
time to agriculture. This generally extends no 
farther than the cultivation of a garden, or per- 
haps some work in harvest. It can be most 
conveniently undertaken by free labourers, 
though journeymen are not altogether excluded 
from it. We think it desirable in situations 
that admit of it. It is conducive to health, and 
the variety of employment contributes in some 
measure to mental improvement. In some 
places a small piece of ground may be rented, 
and a cow or two kept, which the wife may 
manage, besides discharging her other duties. 
We have generally observed that families, 
where this system was followed, lived more 
comfortably than their neighbours. 

The proper size of farms has been a subject 
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of much discussion, and the prevailing opinion 
at present seems to be in favour of large farms. 
The arguments in support of this opinion are, 
that agriculture is conducted in a superior man* 
ner by persons possessed of considerable pro- 
perty, and the land brought to a higher state of 
fertility ; and that the requisite operations can 
be carried on at less expense by means of the 
superior instruments which the opulent farmer 
employs, and the economical arrangements 
which an extensive and improved farm admits 
of. Another circumstance tends, we believe, to 
corroborate this opinion. A traveller is grati- 
fied with the ornate appearance of the fields, 
the neatness of the farm buildings, and the rich 
farmer's comfortable house, almost rivalling the 
mansion of the country gentleman, and is induced 
to think favourably of the system which presents 
to him such agreeable objects. 

A distribution of all the country into farms of 
this kind would be attended with serious evils. 
The number of such farmers must be compara- 
tively small. The more numerous class of the 
possessors of moderate farms, occupying a 
middle station in life, would disappear. 

We incline to the opinion that a gradation in 
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the size of farms is most ccHoduciye to the general 
good. Some branches of manufacture cannot be 
carried on, in the improyed state to which they 
are now brought, without complicated machinery 
and extensive premises : but this is not the case 
in farming operations, where the division of 
labour is more limited, and the requisite imple- 
ments comprehended in a narrower compass. 
Ploughs, harrows, and other agricultural tools of 
the best construction can be employed on farms 
of a moderate extent> sind even the threshing- 
mill, the most complicated machine which the 
farmer has occasion for, is now constructed on a 
variety of scales, suited to farms of all sizes. 

Perhaps some such arrangement as the fol- 
lowing would be most eligible. 

Every gentleman should himself occupy a 
fitrm of moderate extent. From his superior 
means of information he is likely to adopt 
the most approved modes of agriculture, and 
bring them into general use in places where 
they were not known before. The allotment of 
part of his time to this employment is rational 
and laudable, and will tend, in some measure, to 
form a bond of connection between him and the 
farmer. 
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Very large farms, which cannot l)e superin- 
tended by one person, and are therefore left to 
the management of hired overseers, are not so 
desirable* 

A farm of four or five hundred acres of 
arable land is as large as any ought to be. 
To conduct such a farm requires considerate 
capital, and the management will give suffi- 
cient employment to a man of ordinary activity. 
The profits should place him in comfortable 
circumstances, and even put the acquisition of 
wealth within his reach. 

We should propose that one-fourth of the 
arable land be laid out in farms of this size, 
including that which is in the actual possession 
of the proprietors. 

We would allot one-half of the arable land in 
farms of various sizes, less than the former, but 
not under one hundred acres. Such farms 
require the emjdoyment of several servants. 

The remaining fourth of the arable land we 
would reserve for small farms, of such a size 
that the work may be chiefly done by the tenant 
and his family, perhaps with the assistance of a 
single servant, or of labour hired occasionally. 
Part of this division might be laid out in por- 
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tions of a still smaller size, that did not give full 
employment to the possessor, who might carry on, 
besides, the occupation of a miller, carter, inde- 
pendent tradesman, or occasional day-labouren 

Several advantages arise from having part of 
the land divided into small possessions. To the 
occupiers, of these, it, is an object to raise poultry, 
and some other articles for sale which are below 
the attention of the wealthy farmer; and where 
the cottager occupies little land, he ban pay more 
minute attention to every part of it 

The improvement of small pieces of barren 
land, chiefly by manual labour, is sometimes 
effected by cottagers in circumstances where it 
would never be undertaken by the large farmer. 
The following incident, which we have heard 
upon good authority, is illustrative of this. A 
mmiber of gentlemen who had an interest in a 
barren common, having met for the purpose 
of dividing it, found that an individual had, 
without notice or permission, settled himself 
in a comer of it, built a cottage, and brought 
a few acres into cultivation. On this they 
were disposed to punish him severely for his 
intrusion, when one of them remarked that, in 
his opinion, so far from being an object of 
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punishment, he had conferred an obligation on 
them, by shewing them what the land could be 
brought to, and ought to be rewarded. To this 
opinion they all acceded, and granted him the 
absolute right, or long lease of the ground he had 
improved, on moderate terms. 

Such a distribution of land as is here pro- 
posed corresponds with that gradation in the 
various ranks of society which we consider as 
beneficial to mankind. The farmer of the higher 
rate approximates' to the country gentleman, and 
in descending from him to the cottager, we do 
not meet with any marked line of separation. 
Every man may raise himself fo a higher class, 
if he have tafents for it, without being repelled 
as inadmissible. 

We have heard an argument advanced against 
the continuance of cottagers in a part of the 
country from which they had been banished by 
the great farmer. It was said that* the same 
men, being hired by the farmer, lived more com- 
fortably as his servants, than they did before 
upon their small possessions. We are not satis-* 
fied with this accoimt of the matter. They were, 
perhaps, as well fed and clothed as before. But 

O 
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the independence of the cottager raises his cha^ 
racter to a state superior to that of the servant 

By the gentle gradation proposed in the size 
of farms, the improved modes of agriculture, at 
first introduced by the gentlemen and wealthy 
farmer, would be gradually diffused throu^i all 
inferior ones. 

The system of absentees and middlemen de- 
serves the severest reprobation. The latter have 
no other interest than to rack the actual cultiva- 
tors to the utmost of their power. The wretched 
state to which a great part of Ireland is reduced 
by the prevalence of this system, affords a lament- 
able but instructive lesson in regard to it. 

So long as the quantity of wealth belonging to 
the community remains the same, we cannot add 
to the portion assigned to one class without de- 
ducting from that of another. If we increase 
the comforts of the inferior orders, at whose 
expense would we do so ? We would not lessen 
the number, or restrict the comforts of those 
who hold the middle station of life. We know 
not a more respectable character than that of a 
country gentleman who generally resides on his 
estate, takes an interest in the welfare of his 
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tenants, encourages agriculture by his counte- 
nance and example, and discharges, as occasion 
requires, the functions of a magistrate. Over- 
grown fortunes admit of reduction, and if this 
can be effected without violence or injustice, it 
would hardly detract from the enjoyment of any 
rank, and might lead to arrangements that would 
increase the general happiness of society. Such 
overgrown fortunes are often employed in main- 
taining idlers, or squandered at Newmarket or 
other places of still more infamous description. 

Every political institution, the tendency of 
which is the further accumulation of fortunes 
already overgrown, should be rejected. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

EQUALIZATION OF WEALTH. 

Admitting that a distribution of wealth, ap- 
proaching nearer to equality than the present 
one, is desirable, it is still a matter of difficulty 
to point out the means of obtaining it without 
injustice. 

The stability of property fairly acquired is no 
less necessary for the poor man's pittance than 
for the rich man's treasure. If it be unhinged, 
a door is opened for every crime and every 
calamity. Regard is also due to those feelings 
which the present constitution of society have 
nourished. 

While the mass of general wealth remains the 
same, the circumstances of the lower ranks can 
only be improved by raising the wages of labour, 
or by conferring on them some share of property 
as generally as possible. It is the latter of these 
we are at present to consider. 

It will throw light on this subject, to inquire 
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into the causes of the inequality in the circum* 
stances of mankind. Some of these are entitled 
to our highest approbation ; others are of a more 
dubious kind ; and others clearly reprehensible. 
Yet though these last should have been resisted 
at the beginning, it may not be consistent with 
the peace of society to disturb property, how- 
ever wrongfully acquired, at a distant period. 

As a large share of the wealth which a man 
enjoys is obtained by the exertion of his active 
power, an inequality of circumstances must arise 
from the inequality of these powers. We do 
not all possess the same bodily strength, and the 
inequality of our mental endowments is still 
greater. In some cases the want of power, cor*- 
poreal or mental, is so great as to incapacitate a 
man altogether from acquiring a livelihood. 
When poverty arises from this cause, the suf- 
ferer is not to blame, yet, except in extreme 
cases, he cannot receive relief from any political 
institution. 

Another source of inequality is to be traced 
to the different conduct of men. Some accumu- 
late wealth by industry and frugality, while 
others dissipate it by neglect or extravagance. 
Here the successful are well entitled ta their 
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gains, while the £nifferers deserve the hards)iip6 
they haye brought upon themselves. So far as 
inequality of circumstances arises from this 
i^use, we are fully sensible of its propriety. 

A third source of inequality arises fr<Hn for* 
tune or accident. These terms are scnnewhat 
vague. In illustration many instances may be 
adduced, though it is impossible to enumerate 
them all. The fruits of one man's field may be 
blasted by an unavoidable disaster, while that c^ 
another man is unusually f»roductive. The result 
of mercantile undertakings is still more pre- 
carious. A man's success in life depends, in a 
great measure, on his being placed in a station 
where his peculiar talents have scope f(>r exer- 
tion, or are brought into vie^r. This is some- 
times the result of his prudence; but it fre- 
quently depends upon circumstances^ as to which 
he is in a great measure, or altogether, passive. 
The number and weight of his competitors often 
decide his fortune. The business of life cfumot 
be carried on without incurring risk, by r^os- 
ing confidence in other men, and in a variety of 
other ways. One man escapes the danger, 
another suffers by it to the full extent. 

Another source of inequality is injustice, when 
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tbe powerful invade the property of the weak^ or 
the crafty obtam that dT the sunple. Although 
these crimes be the objects of the highest repro* 
bation; yet it is impossible, even in the best 
constituted societies, entirely to prevent them, 
and in disorderly times they prevail to a great 
extent. 

A man of a benevolent but enthusiastic turn 
of mind may be desirous of calling in the inter- 
position of power to correct these inequalities, 
and relieve the unfortunate industrious at the 
expense of the undeservedly successful. A little 
reflection, however, may convince him that this 
cannot be done without subverting the rights of 
property, on which the existence of society 
depends, and introducing worse evils than those 
which it was intended to remedy. 

Institutions which tend, in some measure, to 
lessen the causes which lead to an inequality of 
fortune deserve every encouragement. The 
nKMiem expedients of insuring against the 
dangers of the sea, and destruction by fire, and 
of equalizing the diversity in the circumstances 
of families occasioned by the diversity of the 
length of life, have proved highly beneficiaL 

A principal source of the inequality of cir- 
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cumetances arises from the wealth accumulated 
by fonner generations, and transmitted to a part 
of the present by inheritance or otherwise, in 
all variety of proportions. This is subject to 
regulation by the laws of the community, which 
are diflferent in different countries. Some of 
them favour accumulation of property, and others 
tend to its dispersion. 

The right of every one to enjoy the fruits of 
his own labour affords the clearest foundation of 
property, and this extends in a ^eat measure to 
the property of land, as much of the value of 
land arises from culture and improvement. The 
right of property in land is now fully established 
in every civilized country, subject to the laws 
which must be inviolably observed till they be 
altered by the legislature of the community. 

The industrious man may be better fed, better 
clothed, and better lodged than his neighbours. 
He may reserve apart of his gains for increasing 
his enjoyments at an after period, or supporting 
him under the infirmities of age. But has he a 
right to transonit what remains imconsumed to 
his children and friends ; or does his property 
revert at his death to the general fund, open to 
every occupier, or common to all ? 
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Some lawyers have aflGirmed, tJiat the trans-( 
mission of property from the dead to the living 
is merely an ordinance of positive law, and 
ascribe the title which children generally exer- 
cise over the property of their deceased father 
to the circumstance of their being generally the 
first occupiers. 

" Naturally speaking/^ says a lawyer of the 
highest character, '' the moment a man ceases to 
be, he ceases to have any dominion ; else, if he 
have a right to dispose of his acquisitions beyond 
his life, he would have a right to direct their 
disposal for a million of ages after him, which 
would be highly absurd and inconvenient. All 
property, therefore, must cease upon death, con- 
sidering men as absolute individuals, and uncon* 
nected with civil society. But as, under civilized 
governments, which are calculated for the peace 
of mankind, such a constitution would be pro- 
ductive of endless disturbance, the universal law 
of almost every nation (which is a kind of neces- 
sary law of nature) has either given the dying 
perscm a power of continuing his possession by 
will ; or, in case he neglects to dispose of it, or 
is not permitted to make any disposition at all, 
the municipal law of the country then steps in. 
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and declares who shall be the successor, repre- 
sentative, or heir of the deceased, that is, who 
shall have a right to enter upon this vacant 
possession, to prevent that confusion which its 
becoming again common would occasicm. The 
right of inheritance, or descent to the children 
or relations of the deceased — is certainly a wise 
and effectual, but clearly a political establish- 
ment A man's children, or nearest relations, 
are usually about him on his death-bed, and are 
the earliest witnesses of his decease. They 
become, therefore, generally, the next immediate 
occupants, till at length, in process of time, this 
frequent usage ripens into general law */' 

We cannot agree to this doctrine. There is 
a sense of property congenial to tlie human mind, 
which extends beyond the life of the individual, 
and entitles him to transmit what he has acquired 
by his labour, and not consumed, to his children, 
or those whom he loves and esteems. The mail 
who. builds a house, or plants a vineyard, feels a 
right to lodge in that house, and use the fruits of 
that vineyard. He also feels a right to exercise 
the only act of property that can take place after 
his death,— to appoint the person who shall then 
* Black6tone*s Commentaries, book ii, chap. i. 
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possess and use them. The laws of society inay 
subject the exercise of this right, as well as of 
any other» to such regulations as are conducive 
to the general good. They cannot be deemed 
to create it, although they may modify and 
limit it» 

The right of disposing property, especially 
landed property, by will, has, in many countries, 
been po^rior to the laws of descent, and in 
some countries has never been fully recognized* 
Yet it is naturally prior to it. What a man 
has gained by his industry is so completely his 
own, that he may use it, or convey, during his 
life, the right of using it to any person he 
pleases, and there is no reason why he should 
be more restricted in the appointment of its dis- 
posal after his death. From natural affection, 
he will generally prefer his own children, or, 
when these are wanting, his nearest relations. 
If he n^ect to make a positive destination, the 
law supplies the omission, from a presump- 
tion of his will, founded on those natural senti- 
ments. 

In no civilized country does the property of 
the deceased revert into a common fund. But 
the regulations of different countries in regard to 
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the permissicm or prevention of the disposal of 
property by will, and of the disposal of property 
where wills are not permitted, or not made, are 
extremely various. In the laws of antiquity; 
we meet with no distinction between succession 
in heritable and moveable property. In all mo- 
dern codes, that distinction forms an important 
part. It derives its origin from feudal principles. 
So long as the feudal system continued in vigour, 
the securing of a vassal fit for military service 
being considered as essential, the law of primo- 
geniture was inforced, and aUenation of land by 
testament not permitted. At that time personal 
property was comparatively of less - value, and 
the law paid little attention to it. The value of 
this kind of property has now become, in mer- 
cantile countries, greater than that of the land ; 
but the laws which direct its succession are 
different. 

The diversity in the rules of succession, in 
cases of intestacy, or where wills are not per- 
mitted, consist chiefly in admitting or rejecting 
the right of primogeniture, and the preference 
of males to females. There is also some dif- 
ference in the rules by which the succession, 
when it devolves on collaterals, is regulated* 
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A man may be permitted to dispose of the 
whole of his property by will, or he may be 
limited to the disposal of a certain part, the 
residue necessarily descending to his children. 
His right of disposing of it may be limited to the 
appointment of the next possessor ; or he may 
be permitted to appoint a succession of heirs 
who are in existence ; or he may have the more 
extensive power of appointing a series of heirs, 
yet unborn, to the end of time. 

We find all these varieties in the laws of dif- 
ferent nations, and none of them, except the 
last, can be said to be contrary to the law of 
nature. The preference of one system to ano- 
ther is a matter of political wisdom, and should 
be given to that which tends most to promote 
the general welfare. 

At Athens the sons succeeded equally to the 
inheritance of the father. At Rome, the sons 
and daughters succeeded equally. Disposal of 
property by will was not permitted in the 
earliest times, but was introduced afterwards^ 
and even something similar to modem entails, 
by which the line of succession could be directed 
for several generations. 
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In the time of the Roi9an republic the ple- 
beian party frequently attempted to introduee an 
agrarian law, for limiting the extent of land 
which any person could hold, and they some* 
times obtained a partial , and temporary sue** 
cess. 

By the laws of England^ present, a man, 
unless specially restricted by family settlements, 
may dispose of all his property, real or per* 
sonal, if he observe the proper forms. In case 
of intestacy, the law of primogeniture takes 
place among males in heritable property; but 
when the succession falls to females, they all 
share equally. In personal property, the ohil* 
dren, male or female, succeed equally. In some 
districts there are local rules of succession, dif^ 
ferent from the general law of the country. 

In Scotland, the landholder, if not specially 
restricted, may not only settle the inheritance on 
whomever he pleases, but may determine the 
line of succession by a deed of entail, in all suc- 
ceeding time. The rales of succession in 
heritage, when there is no will, are nearly the 
same as in England. In moveables his power 
is more limited. The children have an inde- 
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feasible right to one-third when there is a 
widow, and to one^-half when there is none. 
This is called their legitim, and is equally 
dirided among them, without distinction of sex : 
Imt, if the deceased also leave heritage, the heir 
has no share of the moveable property, unless 
he choose to throw the heritage and moveables 
into a common fund, and take an equal share of 
the whole with the other children. If there b^ 
no will, the whole moveable property is divided 
equally among the children, and, failing them, 
among the nearest relatives. 

By the law of France, established during th^ 
revolution, a person who has one child is only 
permitted to dispose of one-half of his property 
by will, and the child inherits the other half as 
a matter of right. If he has two children he 
can only dispose of one-third by will, and if 
more than two of one-fourth, the remainder 
being equally divided among the children. In 
cases of intestacy, the property is equally 
divided among all the children, without regard 
to sex or seniority. 

Diflferent opinions will be entertained couj- 
ceming the preference due to one or other of 
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these systems, or others that may be supposed 
better than any of them ; and these will depend, 
in a considerable measure, upon the preference 
given to the aristocratical or democratical con- 
stitution of society. 

Few, however, it is believed, will approve of 
the system of Scotch entails. They are, in 
every point of view, indefensible. Their ten- 
dency is to accumulate property to a very large 
extent: for an entailed estate can sustain no 
diminution; but may be augmented by fre- 
quent accessions, as every new purchase may 
be, and often is, added to the former entail. 
This evil is already of considerable magni- 
tude, and is daily increasing. It is believed 
about one-third of the land in Scotland is 
already entailed, and that chiefly in large por- 
tions. It proves a severe restraint on the cir- 
culation of property, and threatens to stop it 
altogether. Many other arguments may be 
adduced against it ; — ^the losses it occasions to 
creditors ; the infringement on parental antho* 
rity ; the temptations to which it exposes inex- 
perienced youth, from the consciousness of 
premature independence ; the destitute state i4 
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which it often leaves the younger children of a 
family, and the discouragement it throws in the 
way of agricultural improvements. The motive 
which leads to it, a desire of perpetuating fami- 
lies, is not foimded on any rational or commends 
able principle. It is the offspring of aristocratic 
pride, and is inconsistent with the transitory 
nature of human possessions and enjoyments. 
Upon Hie whole, there are ample reasons for 
censuring this part of our law, and wishing it 
may be speedily and completely abolished. 

By an act passed a good many years ago, the 
holders of entailed estates in Scotland were 
authorized to ^aht leases of a certain duraticm ; 
arid by a late act they are entitled to burthen 
the estate wil3i annuities to widows, and provi- 
sions to younger children to a certain extent. 
These alterations in the law lessen the evil of 
entails ; but there still remains enough to make 
their entire abolition desirable. 

A practice of the same nature, but still more 
pernicious, has been admitted, the assignment of 
the rents of an estate to trustees for a term of 
years, in order to accumulate, and be applied 
for the purchase of more land, or some other 
capricious purpose. 

P 
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One argument in favour of entails is drawn 
from the aristocratic part of our constitution^ 
and must be admitted to hme some weight. 
The members of one branch, of our legishiture 
iu*e hereditary, and it is fit that e^ery perscm 
who exercises the functions of a legislator 
should possess a fortune that may render him 
independent. For this purpose, either the cha? 
racter of the legislator should fall with the 
dissipation of the estate (of which our records 
present one example), or an estate should be 
secured to accompany the right of legislation. 
This might be permitted, to every requisite 
extent, without any considerable encroachment 
on the state of general property, by limiting the 
quantity allowed to be entailed to what was 
suj£eient to answer Ihe purpose for which it is 
at ail permitted. 

^ We incline to the opinion, that every .man 
should have the complete disposal of his pro? 
perty, heritable or moveable, but without any 
power of substitution ; the person or persons 
who succeed him having an equal right to its 
free disposal. We do not mean to ex<^lude him 
from the right of burthening his heir or Jieirs 
with what pirovisions or annuities he pleases. 
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It is not likely that society would receive any 
detriment from tiie power which this system 
would give to parents. They might, indeed, 
disinherit their children, and leave them desti- 
tute ! But the natural a£Fection of parents, even 
those of harsh character, is so strong that the 
instances of the exercise of that power would be 
very rare, except when the misconduct of the 
children was extreme. The welfare c^ families, 
as well as the public welfare, requires that 
parental authority be supported, and a salutary 
check given to that profligacy and extravagance 
which is the frequent consequence of early 
independence. 

A right to the disposal of property at pleasure 
has been considered as beneficial to society, 
from the encouragement it gives to industry. K 
a man knows that the wealth which he acquires 
is to fall at his death in a different direction from 
what he wishes, his exertions, it is said, are 
likely to be more languid. We do not, however, 
see much weight in this argument, or suppose it 
jiecessary that a man i^ould have the power of 
idif^eottng the succession of his acquisitions in 
an endless, or even in a long train, in order to 
excite his industry. We have seldom observed 
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that those were less bent upon aci^imulating 
wealth, who neither knew nor cared who was to 
mcceed to it ; and are of opinion that the power 
of disposing of it in the first instance is fully 
sufficient to furnish every necessary stimulus to 
industry, and that no man ever relaxed in his 
exertions because it was not in his powar to 
settle his wealth on a series of unborn heirs for 
all succeeding generations. 

Heading lliat the disposal of property at the 
death of die owner should be always free, but 
always Iknited to the first instance, with the 
exception above-mentioned of the case of here- 
ditary legislators, the next object of inquiry 
reg^ds the most eligible mode of legal destma- 
tion in cases of intestacy. 

The law of prkaogeniture, especially if joined 
with a power of entailing, has a tendency to 
accumulate property ; the law of equal distribu- 
:tion has a tendency to disperse it. If these laws 
,be insurmountable, their effects in eitiier way 
will be very extensive, and, at last, very perni*- 
cioua. If they.may.be set aside by the wiUof 
.the proprietor, and only regulate sujccession.'in 
^ cases of intestacy, tiieir effect is still ccmsider^ 
able, for many die without making a will ; and 
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besides, t3ie general rule has an effect on the 
{Mrevailing sentiments; do that even when a 
qieeial settlement is made; it will most fre- 
quently be in some conformity to what the law 
WCHild have directed if it had been wanting. 
. Tliat such is the case appears from the ex- 
peri^ice of what happens in England. The 
disposal o{ property, heritable and moveable, is 
there, in general, unrestrained ; yet landed gen- 
tlemen, abnost uniformly, leave their estate to 
Iheir eldest son, and often leave the younger 
children slenderly provided for. Merchants, on 
the* other hand, commonly make a more equal 
distribution of their wealth among their childrien, 
unless they have invested it in land, in which 
case they may imbibe the spirit of the hereditary 
land'^holder. 

The enactment of an equal division of heritage 
am(mg the children, in cases of intestacy, would 
be too violent a change in our present law, and 
too effusive to our prevailing sentiments. But 
a limited legal provision to the younger children 
would be a beneficial alteration in our law. By 
the late act relating to entails in Sco11and> the 
holder is entitled to charge the estate with one 
year's rent, if he has one child besides the heir. 
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with two year's rent if he has two chfldren, and 
with three year's rent if he has three or more. 
It might be well if some such allowance were 
granted in all cases of intestacy^ where there 
was not a sufficiency of moveable property to 
afford a like provision to the younger children. 
It would not occasion any sudden dispersion of 
property, or be attended with any other hurtful 
consequence. 

The case of a younger brother, when left xm- 
provided for, is worse than that of a man in 
inferior station who has no property. Being 
bred in his father's family, he has acquired 
habits of luxury, and is unfit for manual labour. 
The army and navy can only receive a- limited 
number, and there are few other professions> 
consistent with the station he holds in society, 
that can be prosecuted with advantage by a 
person destitute of patrimony. It is desirable 
he should have some share of the paternal in- 
heritance, not to supersede the necessity of 
exertion, but to enable him to exert his faculties 
with a reasonable prospect of success. 

The revolutionary law of succession in France 
is said to have been extremely effective, and to 
have broken down much of the property into 
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thinuie portions, to the ruin of many distinguished 
fctmiliei^ and general injury of society. 

This division of the land into small portions^ 
is not entirely in consequence of the operation 
of the law of succession. At the revolution, 
many of the great proprietors were forced Uy 
leave Ae country, and the properties of the 
emigrants being seized by the revolutionary 
government, were disposed of, generally, in small 
allotments. 

According to the statements of the Due de 
Gaete*, the number of taxable proprietors in 
France, in the year 1816, was 4,833,000, and 
the number of persons in their families was 
14,479,800, or about three to a family at m 
average (which we think too low), paying in 
property-taxes 282,935,928 franks, which being 
taken at 20 per cent, gives the annual value of 
their property 1,414,979,640 franks. Of these 
proprietors 3,665,300 pay only 12.^^ franks at 
an average^ and altogether 47,178,649 franks, 
answering to an annual value of 235,893,245 

* The numbers in this statement are taken from the Eifih- 
burgh Revl^w^ No. bocx. ; as we have not Gaete's publication 
at hand, our opinions are, in some points, different from those 
of the able writerii of that journal, and We have assighed our 
reasons. 
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franks, and the average annual value of each 
property is only 64^ franks, or about 51*. of 
our money. These proprietors are day-labourers, 
with a cottage and garden belonging to them- 
selves. The number o( persons in their families 
is about eleven millions. 'Hie proportion of 
property allotted to this class is about one-^xth 
of the whole. 

The number of proprietors in the superior 
classes is 1,167,700; the number of.pleraons m 
their families, estimated as above, is 3,503,100 ; 
the amount of their taxation is 235,757,279 
franks, or 201 ^s^^ franks each at an average; 
therefore the annual value of their property is 
1,178,786,395 franks, or 1009^ franks, equal to 
about 40/. sterling to each at an aven^. 

The whole statement is as follows: — 



No. of 
Proprietors. 


Amount of 
Taxation. 


Average 
Taxation. 


Total Annual 
Value. 


Average Income. 




Franks. 


Franks. 


Franks. 


Franks. 


£. s.d. 


3^5,300 


47,178,649 


12.85 


23i5>893.245 


64 


2 11 


928,000 


86,043,089 


92.78 


430,215.445 


464 


17 n 


212,636 


90,411,706 


425.45 


452,058.530 


2,127 


85 


18,848 


27,653,016 


1,468. 


138,265.080 


7,340 


293 11 


8,216 


31,649,469 


3,864.50 


158,247.340 


19,272 


771 


4,833,000 


282,935,928 




1,414,679.640 
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Much as we reprobate the violence which has 
led to the present distribution of property in 
France^ that distribution^ as exhibited in this 
statement^ considered in itself, does not appear 
to us so pernicious as it has been represented. 

The eleven millions of the lowest class of 
prc^rietors, families included, constitute the mass 
of the labouring part of the community. 'Rieir 
onall possessions do not supersede the necessity 
of their labour, nor indispose them for it, while 
the benefit they derive from them gives a consi^ 
derable addition to liieir comfort. The applica- 
tion of one-sixth part of the rent, to ameliorate 
the i»tuation of so large and useful a part of the 
community, we think, well bestowed ; and the 
remaining five-sixths afford a sufficient fund for 
the higher classes, and for giving^ room to that 
gradation of circmnstances which is essential to 
the welfare of society. If the class of cottage 
proprietors were abolished, and their possession^ 
distributed proportionally among the other 
classes, this would only add one-fifth part to the 
income of each proprietor. 

We see no reason for preventing, by any 
restrictive enactment, the division of property 
into parts, however minute. The peasant who 
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kas cme acre and a cottage^ may dispose of half 
Ids acre to another peasant, who is able to build 
another cottage, without doing any harm to the 
public. 

The two next classes constitute what would 
be called yeomanry in England. The number 
of persons in these classes, reckoning three to a 
family, is about three millions and a half, and 
the value of their property is rather more than 
three-fifths of the whole. These are chiefly 
employed in cultivating their own possesions, 
thou^ some of them will also engage in oAer 
labour. 

The two highest classes constitute the gentry ; 
and we, who are accustomed to overgrown for- 
tunes, would consider them as gentry of an in* 
ferior order. There are two reasons^ however, 
which should give us a more favourable view of 
their circumstances than that which the numbers 
in the statement at first suggest. The rentals 
being taken for the purpose of taxation, are pro* 
bably considerably below the real value, and 
the power of money in the purchase of every 
commodity, and consequently the real value of 
a like nominal sum, is greater in France than 
in this country. The number of proprietors in 
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these classes is about 27,000, and of persons 
in their families, exclusive of servants, esti- 
mated at five to a family, is 135,000, and the 
amount of their property is only about one-fifth 
of the whole. 

The number of proprietors end families en- 
gaged in agriculture is said to be nearly one- 
half of <he population; and, if to this be added 
the labourers who have no property, the whole 
number of agricultural labourers is said to 
amount to two-thirds of the population. 

This is a great deal too much, and, if accurate, 
exhibits a deplorable state of the country. But 
we apprehend there must be some mistake in 
the statem^it. It is incredible that, in so fertile 
a country as France, the labour of two persons 
should be required to raise food for three. The 
numerous class of cottage proprietors are chiefly 
maintained by their labour. But they are not 
all engaged in agricultural labour. Many of 
them, it may be presmned, follow other occu- 
pations. 

We consider the allotment of a large por- 
tion of the land to overgrown estates as an evil 
of great magnitude. It absorbs a large part of 
the wealth of the community for the gratification 



Digitized by 



Google 



230 EQUAUZATION OP WEALTH. 

of the luxury of a few. It may be reasonably 
.doubted whether it promotes their enjoymeiif, 
«Qd there is still more reascm to a|^f^end 
that its moral effects are un&yourable. The 
gentleman of modem fortune has a personal 
intercourse with his tenants. The great pro- 
prietor keeps aloof from them, and transacts his 
business with them by the intervention of agents 
or middlemen. He is apt to consider them as 
an inferior order of beings, in whose welfare he 
takes no farther interest than the increase of his 
rental is concerned. Such a separation of ranks 
is not favourable to the moral condition of either. 

We are not disposed to favour legislative 
restrictions on the disposal of property : but if 
they be at all admissible, we think they eliould 
be directed, not to prohibit the division of pro- 
perty, but to prevent its too great accumukticm. 

Perhaps a law, framed to the following effect, 
would be liable to little objection. 

Let a determined portion, and a pretty high 
one, either of landed or moveable property, be 
.fixed on as the ^eatest that ought to receive any 
favour from the legislature ; which portion we 
shall call the permanent maccimum. At the same 
time let no man be restrained from acquiring as 
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much as he can, by industry, or even by fortu-? 
nate accident, and from transmitting his fortune 
to. his family : but if he has more sons than one^ 
he must not leave a larger share to the eldest, or 
any olher, than the permanent maonmmny pro* 
viding his estate can be reduced within that 
limit by .division among them. If otherwise, 
after leaving each son Hae permanent maai^ 
mum, he may bestow the surplus on the eldesl^ 
or any other son at . pleasure. In defect of 
sons, no nephew or other collateral relation 
sAiould succeed to more than the permanent 
mammum, providing there be others in the 
same degree of consanguinity, and no la&^ger 
share shall in any case be settled on a stranger. 
To render Ihese regulations effectual, the per* 
&m to whom the inheritance would fall next^ 
might be entitled to take possession, on settling 
t^e permanent maadmum on the person before 
him in succession. We omit, for the sake of 
brevity, some regulations that might be neces- 
sary to. complete this system. We apprehend 
^hat this, or some similar system for the gradual 
reduction of overgrown estates, or enormous 
jif^ahfa. of. any ; kind, uWould be beneficial to 
society. : But Solon, the Athenian lawgiver, ^ 
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elares that he did not propose to his fdlow- 
citizens the best laws which could be framed^ 
but the best which they were cs^able of receiv- 
ing ; and every wise legislator will do the same. 
Whatever is offensive to prevailing sentiments 
and manners, if had recourse to at all, diould 
be introdticed gradually and cautiously. 
^ The fioimmary of our sentiments on this sub- 
ject is aa follows : 

l^at entails on a perpetual succession of 
heirs should be completely, abolished. 

That^ generally, every person should have 
tbe entire disposal of his property, of whatever 
kind at his death. 

Tliat this should be limited to the first ap- 
pointment, and not extend to that of amiccession 
of heirs, except in peculiar circumstances. 

That he be permitted to charge his heir or 
heirs with annuities to persons in existence, or 
perhaps one step further. 

That the laws of succession to heritable pro* 
perty, in cases of intestacy, be more favourable 
to the younger branches of a family than they 
«re at present 

That there should be no impediment to liie 
division of property into parts, however small. 
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That, as far as may be done without violence 
to prevailing feelings, measures may be adopted 
for discouraging the growth of very great 
estates, or great wealth of any kind, and ope- . 
rating the gradual reduction of such as are 
already overgrown. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OF PROPERTY. 

We have already found occasion to make 
Bome remarks on the foundation of property. 
We now propose to enter into a more full dis- 
cussion of that important subject. 

When we take a view of the various subjects 
to which individuals or communities claim a 
right, in the modem state of society, we shall 
find that, in some cases, the right is established 
on the firmest princifdes, and is most beneficial 
to society. In others the right is of a weaker 
kind, yet on the whole beneficial, and ought to 
be supported* In others, it is of a reprehensible 
kind, and should never have been admitted, but 
being established, must not now be rudely in- 
vaded, as the consequences of doing so would 
be more detrimental to society than any evils 
resulting from its continuance. In others, the 
claim is so clearly unjustifiable, that no con- 
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tinuance of property founded on it ought to be 
tolerated. 

Most of the articles which contribute to human 
support and enjoyment, and which constitute 
wealth, derive their chief value from human 
industry, but the material is always obtained 
from land, and, in countries where all the land 
is appropriated, the industrious man, if he has 
no land of his own, must procure his materials 
by a fair agreement with the landed proprietor. 
When thus possessed of the material, he may 
convert it into any form, and apply it to his own 
accommodation, or transfer it at his pleasure. 
It is in every respect his absolute property. 

It is the right to property in land which 
presents any difficulties. In regard to this, two 
subjects of inquiry, somewhat analogous, present 
themselves to our consideration. The right 
which certain tribes assume to the possession of 
extensive tracts of country, to the exclusion of 
the rest of mankind, and the right which indivi- 
duals have to the undisturbed possession of the 
land which they occupy. 

The first of these was prior in point of time. 
In the earliest ages, when the number of man^ 
kind bore no proportion to the extent of land 

Q 
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which lay before them, there was no rocmi for 
appropriation of any kind. When mankind be- 
came more numerous, and embraced the pastoral 
state, an imperfect appropriation took place. 
Tribe sepi^ated from tribe, but the members of 
the same tribe fed their flocks at large upon tiien* 
common property. " Abraham said unto Lot, 
Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me 
BXkd thee, between my herdsmen and thy herds- 
men, for we are brethren. Is not the whole land 
before diee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from 
me: if thou wilt, take the left hand, I will go to 
tiie right ; or if thou depart to the right hand,. 
ihen I will go to the left." 

When the number of the human race became 
so great, that the natural produce of the soil was 
insufficient for their maintenance, and recourse 
was had to agriculture, appropriation of land, in 
the strictest sense, became necessary. 

No man would undertake the laborious em- 
ployment of agriculture, unless his right to reap 
the crop which he had sown was acknowledged 
and secured, nor does his right to the lioid whick 
he has tilled terminate when the crop is. removed. 
handy by being cultivated, is, in general, rendered 
fitter for future culture. Woods are dieared ;. 
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&b^iam removed; iiiequdities leveBed, fences 
raised ; superfluous water drained off; tod iSOftie-^ 
times a benei^kl supply of water introdue^d. 
The expense of these operations is not repaid 
by a dingle crop, nor is it reasonable that the 
man by whose labour they have been accom^ 
pUshed, should be deprived of a title to enjoy 
what he has rendered valuable, and to transmit 
it to his posterity. 

Afler a country is fully settled, from the casual 
variety in the progress of population^ the pos- 
terity of some (rf the original cultivators may 
not have land sufficient for their subsistence ; 
while others have more than they require, or 
are able to cultivate. The former apply to the^ 
latter for a new and mixre equal division^ The 
latter may well reply, " The present division^ 
however unequal now, is the residt of the natural 
course of things. Our fatiiers, by much labour^ 
brought tilie land which we now possess to its 
preseirt state of fertility and value. It was thei^'s 
by the clearest of all tittes, and is now our's, as 
mtcceeding to their rights. In order, therefore, 
t& supply your necessitoes^ yiKt must either laJxmr 
for us, and we will give you a suitable rewai^, 
or we will give you land to cultivate for yowr* 

Q2 
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selves, on your agreeing to pay us a reasonable 
consideration for its produce.'' 

If the argument be carried further, the only 
reply of the claimants would be founded upon 
the original value of the land, previous to any 
labour or improvement. " We acknowledge 
that the superinduced value of the lands is the 
effect of the industry of your progenitors, and 
now belongs to you, as standing in their right ; 
but, previous to these improvements, the lands 
were of some value, and your, father's • had no 
right to them in their natural state, superior to 
our's. You ought, therefore, to resign such a 
share as we have occasion for, upon our paying 
to you a consideration equivalent to the addi- 
tional value which culture has bestowed on 
them." 

An admission of such a claim would be pro- 
ductive of endless disorders in society. The 
natural and superinduced value of the soil are so 
intimately blended, that the precise proportions 
of each never can be satisfactorily fixed, and 
therefore whoever occupies . and improves a 
piece of land, which none had a prior claim 
to, must Ibe supported in holding it as his 
own. 
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The business of agriculture^ as w^ as every 
other, is attended with hazard. The returns 
may not, and sometimes do not, repay the ex- 
pense bestowed on them. It is, therefore, rea- 
sonable that those who run the risk shoidd 
enjoy the profit, when the undertaking proves 
successful. 

The right to property in land, where occu- 
pation is followed by improvement, rests upon 
strong principles of natural equity. It is corro- 
borated by no less urgent reasons of expediency. 
Without its clear recognition there could belittle 
improvement. The produce, and. consequently 
the population, even of the most fertile regions, 
would be confined within narrow limits. > With- 
out it the possession of land would be an object 
of universal contention, and mankind, instead of 
applying to the beneficial occupations of peaceful 
industry, would be engaged in constant scenes 
of rapine and violence. This was the case in 
some parts of our own country, and other coun- 
tries in Europe, some centuries ago. 

Property in land thus acquired may be trans- 
mitted to the posterity of the original occu- 
pier, or devised in any manner agreeable to his 
wishes, or transferred by gift, or for a valuable 
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consideration. In these cases the heir, devisee, 
donee, or purchaser, succeeds to the title of him 
from whom his title is derived. 

Land is continually dianging its ownership, 
by death, or more rapid means, and the titles 
of the various proprietors may be considered 
as so many links in a chain, by which they 
are connected with the original occupier and 
improver. 

In process of time the original occupier is 
forgotten; and, if the present proprietor can 
shew an uninterrupted possession for a certain 
length of time, the former part of the chain is 
preserved, and his title cannot be questioned 
upon the grounds of the uncertainty of the 
original acquisition, now buried in oblivion. 
This right, by prescription, is acknowledged in 
every civilized country, though under different 
modifications. 

The tenures of modern Gui^pe are derived 
from feudal principles, and must be referred to 
the right, such as it is, of coiiquest. The leaders 
of the tribes who subverted the Roman Empire 
assumed, nominally, the possession of the whole 
of the conquered country, but were under the 
necessity of allotting large tracts of land to their 
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tobordinate officers^ who again parcelled them 
out to lliose of inferior rank, and so on to tiie 
lowest gradation. Lands were at first held of 
the sovereign, or intermediate superior, chiefly 
for military services, which were afterwards 
commuted for pecuniary rents. The substance 
of the feudal system has gradually worn away 
in most countries, though much of its form stiU 
remains. 

We kiM)w, in general, that the progenitors of 
the present proprietors expelled the flMrmer inhar' 
bitants from their possessions by violence ; bu< 
we cannot now trace the posterity, either of the 
dispossessed proprietor, or of the invader. The 
rights of th« present proprietors can only be 
resolved into occupancy and prescription. 

We have said, perhaps, more than was neees^ 
sary on the right of property in land where 
occupation was coupled with improvement* 
We next proceed to the consideration of the 
ease where occupation is followed by no 
improvement. 

If we review the groundi^ upon which pro- 
perty has here been made to rest, we shall find 
tiiat they lose considerably of their strength 
when no improvement has taken place. Yet 
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even hm« the right of property may be classed 
among those which are upon the whcde bene* 
ficial to society. 

There are so many gradations in improve- 
ment, and also in occupation, that it would be 
difficult to fix that precise amount of either by 
which property could be said to be adequately 
acquired. 

The occupier who improves at all, however 
languidly, cannot be ejected to make room for a 
more active improver; neither is immediate 
improvement necessary. The man who has 
assumed a tract of land by a slight act of occu- 
pancy, and begun to improve, must be allowed 
a length of time to complete his improvement. 

The circumstances attending the emigrati(»i 
of colonies from civilized countries, carrying 
along with them the arts of the parent country, 
and some portion of its wealth, chiefly claim 
our attention. 

We shudder at the recollection of the atroci-* 
ties which have been committed by such emi- 
grants upon the natives of the countries in which 
they settled, whom ttiey accounted savages. 
We shall turn our eyes to more agreeable 
scenes, where the country resorted to was for- 
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merly uninhabited, or where possession of a cer- 
tain tract has been obtained by a fair compact 
with the natives. ( 

The settlements of the colonies of North 
America, while mider the dominion of Britain, 
and the still more extensive settlements which 
have been established since their separation^ 
furnish examples of this on an extensive scale. 
Our late' settlements in Southern Africa are of 
a somewhat similar kind. • ! 

In all these, whether they have remained 
under subjection to the parent country/ or whe- 
ther they have established an independent 
government of their own, permission has not 
been given to every individual to occupy what 
land he chose ; but the whole region being con- 
sidered as public property, tracts of land have 
been granted to the settlers, generally upon pay- 
ment of a moderate price to the community, and 
sometimes subject to a quit-rent ; such grants 
being limited in extent, and the occupants' often 
bound to a course of gradual improvement. It 
would be an effectual bar to colonization if no 
more land could be secured in property to a 
settler than he could improve the first year. 

Such is the most eligible way df extending 
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fiopulalion and die arts (^ ciyiliaed life to thoee 
|iart6 of the eartii which they have not hitherto 
reached. Every such colony has a right to 
prevent the intrusion of other colonists into the 
eouiitries where they have settled. To coneti- 
iote this right, however, there must be scmie 
degree of actual possessicm. The titles daimed 
japon virtual acta of occupancy, such as the erec- 
tkm of a flag, or the like, are too dkender ta 
bear examination. It may, however, be a 
proper rule for preventing disputes among na* 
tions addicted to naval enterprise, that the 
property of uninhabited countries should be 
ascribed to those by whom they are first dts*- 
covered and taken possession of^ and the slightest 
ceremony may be agreed upon as an act of 
occupation. T^is, however, stands on the same 
footing as the estaUidied custons relating to 
amhassadws, and other particulars that occur 
in the transactions of nations with emek otiier, 
wliieb derive their valkiity fi*om conqiact^ 
express or implied, and not from the law of 
nature* 

Having considered the right of property in 
land founded on occupation followed by ime^ 
pvovement, or by occupation with the view to 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP PROPERTY. 235 

improvement, we next proceed to the eoneir 
deration of certain things to whidi a title is 
HI manjr countries acquired by occupancy akase^ 
tiiough they .be unsusceptible of improyemejat, 
and their appropriation be upon the whdb 
rather prejudicial than useful to the puldio. 
It would be better that no such property had 
ever been admitted, thou^ it would be ;uiir* 
warrantable now to aboliiA it. When a man 
has honee^ly acquired any species of wealthy he 
seeks to secure it for hims^ and his posterity 
% purchasing something from which he and they 
will derive permanent benetfit He may purcfaa^ 
land ; but if> instead of doing so, he purchase 
any thing else that is commoaily bought and 
sdd, and the right to which is suppcorted by the 
laffs of the ooiiaxitry, it would be unjust to de- 
prive him of it by challenging^ upon absti»ot 
imnciples, the validity of his right to that which 
he possesses. After all, sudi property is mtfaer 
to be tolerated than encouraged. Its fur&er 
progress ought to be checked, and if the amount 
of it already established can be diminished by 
fair and peaceable means, it is denraUe to 
Ax so. 

A right to fis^, either Am the opai sea or in 
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rivers, approaches to this class, though the former 
is sometimes, and the latter almost miiyersally 
aj^ropriated. So is a right to sail in navigable 
rivers, and to the use of harbours. These last 
generally require the aid of art to render them 
ccmunodious ; but as the expense may be de- 
frayed by the public, and reimbursed by; a 
•suitable toll levied on those who partdke of the 
benefit, there seems to be no reason for allowing 
them to afford a revenue to private proprietors. 
We do not deal in this manner with high- 
ways. The general good requires that roads be 
carried through appropriated ground ; but we 
do not allow the proprietor to derive an emolu- 
ment from this at the expense of the public. 
We give him a reasonable price for the ground 
which the road occupies, and impose a toll upcm 
travellers, adequate to the gradual extinction of 
this price and the esqiense of forming the road 
and keeping it in repair, and no more. Though 
the authority of local acts of parliament be 
required for this purpose, these are now granted 
so much of course, that this may be considered 
as the established law of the land. Why we 
should not act in the same manner in regard to 
ferries is not immediately apparent. 
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The r^ht of catching and killing animals 
fera natura is of a like kind, though there may 
be good reasons fcHr restraining certain classes 
of men from exercising it, or for bestowing it 
exclusively cm the projwietor of the lands where 
the animals are found. In some parts of the 
country tiiis right has been assigned for a 
pecuniary consideration, and has become an 
object of considerable value. 

Some other established rights encroach still 
more upon natural freedom, and are entitled to 
less favourable regard. Of this kind are mo- 
nopcdies unsupported by any claim to inven- 
tion. These are infringements on the right, 
which belongs to every man, of exercising 
his industry in whatever manner he pleases. 
Tbis was an evil of considerable magnitude in 
England so late as the reign of Elizabeth, but 
is now almost entirely done away. The ex- 
clusive right of printing the Scriptures is an 
instance in which it still subsists. 

Sinecure offices, and all offices which are 
bought tand sold, and afford a sinecure jurofit to 
the holder, stand in &is unfavourable predica- 
ment. The emoluments of these offices, in 
whatever manner they are paid, are ultimately 



Digitized by 



Google 



238 OF PROPERTY. 

a charge on the community. If the offieeis be 
U8e&l> the public has a right to be served^ on 
payment of a suitable compensation for the dis^ 
charge of the duty, duo allowance being made, 
for tiie abilities it requires, and every other cir* 
cumstance that may enhance its value; but if th^ 
perjson who exercises the office procures it for 
payment of a sum of money, or of an annual rent, 
this amounts to demonstration that the emolu- 
ments are more than adequate for the services 
performed. Besides the burthen thus imposed 
on the 'public, <^er important evils arise from, 
this mode of conferring offices* It exposes them: 
to the risk of being filled by improper persona.. 
If the seller be allowed to choose, he will gene- 
rally prefer the person who offers the highest 
price. Even when the consent of a superior 
is necessary to ratify the transaction, the seller^, 
having the time in his power, will always have, 
considerable influence in getting it settled ia 
the way that suits his private interest. , ^ 

, In a neighbouring country, previous to the 
late revolution, the seats of justice were in 
general saleable* In this oountry the inferior 
comnus^ons in the army are i^ually obtained: 
l3y< purchase* This- system was introduced in 
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f ke last century, and upon the whole has gained 
ground, notwithstanding regulations on the; 
part of government to restrict it, which are: 
much evaded. In the navy it has never obtained 
a footing, and every friend to our naval power: 
would deprecate its introducticm. 

It would be hard to deprive an officer who had 
purchased, of the privilege of selling ; but the 
i^stem may be gradually done away by limiting 
the permission to that case alone. Measures tor 
that effect have been embraced by our present 
Commander-in-chief, and deserve much praise; 
but it will require strict vigilance and long per-^ 
severance to give them full effect. 

The Scottish aristocracy, previous to the rebel- 
lion in 1745, enjoyed hereditary jurisdictions in 
their respective demesnes very inconsistent with 
the genuine principles of liberty. These were 
abolished by the legislature, after the suppression 
of that rebellion, upon payment of a pecuniary 
consideration, less than they demanded, but 
m(»*e, p^haps, than they ought in strictness to 
hiBive received^ n 

A revenue arismg from a tax levied on <^ 
public for ihe bei^fit of a particular £imily is a^ 
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property of a very exceptionable nature* Of 
this kind is a tax on coals imported into the city 
of London. 

The holders of monopolies^ sinecures, and 
saleable offices, are not m optima fide y in regard, 
to these kinds of property; yet their case is 
favourable when compared with those who claim 
a property in the persons of their fellow-crea- 
tures. The recognition of slavery is so gross a 
violation of humanity, of justice, of the clearest 
and most valuable natural rights, that no law or 
custom can sanction it, nor can any reasons of 
expedience be deemed sufficient to defend it 
In ancient times, when slavery was in full 
force in Europe, the labours of agriculture and 
mechanic trades were chiefly performed by 
slaves, and a proposal of general manumission 
would have been considered as inexpedient, in 
consequence of the stop it would have occasioned 
to these necessary employments. Since slavery 
has, in many countries, disappeared, rather by the 
influence of religion and manners than the force 
of positive laws, the useful arts have been ad- 
vanced to a much higher degree of perfection, 
through the exertion of freemen, animated by 
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the prospect of reaping the reward of their 
own indui^try. 

In Scotland^ till lately, labourers employed 
in coal-mines and salt-works were bonds- 
men. This remnant of slavery is now abolished 
without any detriment to the proprietors. In 
some countries of Europe a certain degree of 
slavery still takes place among the peasants; 
who are cuiscry^ti gieba, b,s was the general case 
some centuries ago. This species of servitude 
is relaxing, and has been discouraged by several 
intelligent princes, and voluntarily resigned by 
many liberal-minded proprietors. It will pro- 
bably, in no long time, be completely done 
away. 

But while Eiu*ope has thus happily got nearly 
free of slavery at home, she still countenances 
that wretched institution in her American co^ 
lonies. Slavery prevails there to a very great 
extent, and is in some respects more severe 
than any that prevailed in former ages. To the 
execrable African slave-trade we may in a great 
measure ascribe the state of barbarism of one en- 
tire quarter of the globe. It does honour to Bri- 
tain, that she has taken the lead in the abolition of 
that infamous traffic, and not only renounced it 

R 



Digitized by 



Google 



242 OF PROPERTY. 

oh her. own behalf, and prohibited the exercise of 
it by all her subjects, under the heaviest penalties, 
but used her endeavours to procure the concur- 
rence of other powers to the same eflFect, though 
hitherto with very little success. 

While we decidedly condemn the institution 
of slavery as unjust and inexpedient, we would 
not provoke the precipitate overthrow of a fabric 
which has acquired so great magnitude. This 
might be attended with evils of a serious kind> 
even to the slaves themselves, which ought to 
be guarded against by such preliminary measures 
as prudence nxay surest ; while we pursue a 
cautious but decided course that may, at first, 
ameliorate the condition of that unhappy class of 
men, and afterwards lead to a full abolition of 
slavery, with all its concomitant evils. When 
this can be accomplished, although a pecuniary 
compensation to those who lose, or suppose 
themselves to lose, by the change, may be leather 
a measure of prudence than of strict justice^ yet 
no good man would hesitate to contribute there* 
to, providing that by doing so he could accele- 
rate an object in which the interest of humanity: 
is so deeply concerned. 

On the whole, the foundatioti of property 
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m^y h^ cQmprehejo^ed under the following 
a}4iorism8 itt- 

1st. The share of wealth which arises from; 
^he labour of the present generation belongs, by 
tJie clearest of all tiittes, to the respective la- 
l;K)urer6« 

i 2d. The share of wealth arising from the, 
kbour of former generations belongs to the pos^ 
terity of those who produced it, or to thoge: 
whom they haye appointed their fiuqc^sors. 

3d. T%Le wealth acquired from hpid, being; 
obtained in a great measure by culture and 
improvement, and its original and acquired value, 
being intimately and insep^aUy blended, belongs 
to the original occupiers and improvers, and 
their representatives. 

4th. As it is requidte, for the peace of society, 
that all land be appropriated, occupation, evea 
when not followed by improvement, must be 
sustained as conferring a title. 

5th. As the original proprietors are forgotten 
in the lapse of ages, possession for a certain 
length of time must be admitted as affording a 
presumptive right. 

6th. The appropriation of things which may 
be enjoyed by all, as the right of fishing, and the 
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like, is not necessary, yet may be supported hf 
reasons of expediency, and when it has been 
admitted it ought to remain secure. 

7th. Right of monopolies, offices, and the like^ 
are a species of property in mala fide, and ought 
to be resisted, and abolished by peaceable means, 
but not without granting some indemnification 
to those who held them under the sanction of the 
laws of the society. 

8th. The property which consists of slaves is 
inpessimafidey and ought to be abolished as soon 
as can be done without incurring greater evils^ 
If any indemnification be given to the pro^ 
prietors, it is rather a sacrifice to prudence and 
expedience, than a claim strictly due to justice. 

9th. Property of every kind may be lawfully 
conveyed among the living by sale or donation, 
and the purchaser or donee succeeds to the full, 
right of the former proprietor. 
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CHAPTER XV- 

EDUCATION OP THE LOWER RANKS. 

Religion is, beyond comparison, the most im- 
portant part of education. When properly taught, 
it includes every moral and social duty ; and, 
among others, industry, temperance, and econo- 
my. The communication of religious instruction 
is more peculiarly the duty of its ministers, and 
heavy is th« responsibility of those who neglect 
it altogether, or perform it remissly. Notwith- 
standing the exertions of the most active minister 
of religion, the religious education of a family 
depends chiefly upon the parents, A pious parent 
in a Christian country can hardly be without 
sufficient knowledge to enable him to discharge 
this duty. His instructions and example will, in 
most instances, make a deep impression on his 
children, and the requisite time will hardly in- 
terfere with his other occupations, especially if 
Sunday be spent as it ought to be. 

It is, however, what may be called the 
secular part of education that the political eco- 
nomist has chiefly occasion to consider. 
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An opinion has been entertained, and by 
many publicly avowed, that all attempts to 
raise the character of the lower ranks by edu- 
cation are improper, as tending to indispose 
them for that labour which their station in life 
subjects them to. They have been considered as 
machines, and the quantity of work that could 
be extracted from them as the only object to be 
attended to ; and the improvement of their ra- 
tional nature and moral qualities, unless so far as 
subservient to their mechanical use, ought, it has 
been thought^ to be disregarded. Few, we hope, 
now entertain these illiberal opinions, and such 
as do are generally ashamed to avow them. 

It is now generafly admitted, that the inferior 
parts of education may be bestowed upon all 
without unfitting them for the occupations of 
a humble station; that a man is not imquaUr 
fied for the plough or the loom, though he 
tJan read and write ; and that these acquire* 
ments, to a certain degree, are useful and gra- 
tifying to himself, as well as advantageous to his 
neighbours. 

But where ought the education of the lower 
ranks to stop ? The objections to carrying it 
too far are, that it would occupy too much 
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lyne, and would induce a turn of mind that 
indisposes the laborious ranks for the employ-^ 
ments by whieh they must gain their In-ead ; 
and of consequence impair, instead of promote, 
their happiness. 

Th6 narrowest opinion is, that they ought to 
be tau^t no more than is requisite for enabling 
them to perform properly what belongis to iheir 
own sphere. ITie more liberal opinion, which 
we embrace, is, that whatever contributes to 
improve their intellectual powers, or afford them 
sources of enjoyment, should be put within their 
reach, providing it do not lead to the bad cou'* 
sequences ahove'^mentioned. 

The great merit of the syj^tem of education 
for the poor in Scotland is generally, acknowt 
ledged. In every parish a school is established^ 
and in large parishes more than one, where 
reading^ writing, and arithmetic are taught>and 
the scholars instructed in the principles of reli* 
gion. Part of tlie schoolmaster's income is paid 
by the public, and the fees paid by the schdiars 
are very^ moderate, and in scmie places the fees 
of poor scholars are paid from a charitable 
fund. These schools are regularly visited by 
a committee of parochial d&rgy aj^ointed by 
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their respective presbjrteries, to whom a report 
of their condition is made^ and these reports are 
afterwards arranged, and transmitted to the 
general Assembly, or su{»'eme Ecclesiastical 
court in Scotland, The books read at these 
schools are chiefly the Scriptures and catechisms, 
sometimes a collection of extracts from good 
authors, in prose or verse- The masters are in 
general diligent, unexceptionable in their moral 
conduct, and sufficiently qualified for the dis- 
charge of their office ; and not a few of them 
possess attainments superior to what is required 
in their skuation. Few parents neglect to 
send their children to these schools, and few 
of the lower ranks in Scotland are unable to 
read and write, as those who cannot are every 
where held in little respect. 

This system is good, and generally well con- 
ducted. It might, however, admit of Lnprove* 
ment. The course of reading might be further 
extended in behalf of those scholars who can 
remain longer than others at school, and to all of 
them some knowledge of geography, natural and 
civil history, and the most useful parts of some 
other sciences, might be communicated. We do 
not think it proper to keep those who are to gain 
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their bread by labour long at school. Habits of 
industry must be acquired in early life. But 
arrangements might be made by which a yoath> 
who, after having been some time at school, was 
engaged in labour, might spend some portion of 
his time for a year or two afterwards in acquir- 
ing farther knowledge. We disapprove of teach* 
ing the learned languages at common parish 
schools, as being unsuitable to the classes for 
whom they are intended, and taking up the 
master's time, who has enough to do besides. 
Without derogating in the slightest degree from 
the valiie of classical literature, we af^rehend 
that the establishment of grammar-schools in 
towns and large villages would be sufficient for 
all that cmght to prosecute it. 

The system of Sunday schools has of late 
been encouraged with truly Christian zeal. 
We deem them highly usefiil to those who can 
afford no more; but they ought not to su- 
persede the more complete education which 
day schools confer, in cases where it can be 
afforded. 

The income of the parish and other school- 
masters is generally too low, and they well 
deserve to have it increased. 

A man who has acquired a little knowledge 
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at school, may have a desire to acqiiirfi more, 
imd allot part of the tune exempt from labour 
to that purpose. This takes place frequently, 
though not universally. 

In a few pariiihes a common library is estab** 
ll9hed by a part of the inhabitants, the expense 
b^ing defrayed by a payment from each mem*- 
ber at entry, together with a small annual con- 
tribution. It is to be wished that those were 
9iQre general. They may be under the superin- 
t^udence of the minister of the parish, who 
^d^twld select the books, consisting of religious 
and moral works; history, natural and civil; 
books relating to agriculture and other arts; 
poetry and miscellanies; but avoiding treatises 
of a controversial tendency, whether theological 
or political. 

In several towns of this country institutions 
have of late been estaldished in which courses 
of lectures on natural philosophy and chemistry, 
illustrated by experiments, are delivered in a 
manner adapted to the apprehension of those 
who have not much previous science.' These 
leetures tare chiefly attended by mechanics, who 
are. admitted upon v^ayment of a very mod^^te 
fee. They have been well attended, and^^ 
likely to prove very useful. 
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In reply to those who reprobate all attempts 
to raise the character of the poor by education, 
as tending to indispose them to labour, or as 
being altogether impracticable, we would appeal 
to those instances in which the efiects of edu- 
cation have been most successfiil. We could 
point out some among th^n, who, thou^ they 
have not become more wealthy than their neigh- 
hours, have yet attained a ifuperiority of intell^ 
gence^ which qualifies ;1hem to become agree* 
able cconpanions to any order of society. This, 
indeed, is not very conimon, but as education is 
improved, it might be expected to become mcax^ 
general. We have nevter observed that persoui^ 
of this character were less diligent than others 
in their ordinary occupations, and they are sel* 
iimx or never' addicted to intemperance. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

EFFECT OF NUMBERS IN A STATE. 

Before proceeding to the consideration of the 
consequences resulting from foreign commerce, 
it may be useful to take a view of the different 
measures of comfort and enjoyment which arise 
from the union of mankind in small or numerous 
communities. We have had occasion to touch on 
this topic incidentally already, and now propose 
to enter on a fuller detail/ of the effects of 
numbers on the condition of society, apart, as 
far as may be, from collateral considerations, 
though we may not be able to do this without 
some repetition. 

In order tb treat this subject with perspicuity, 
we shall consider societies of men, as they in- 
crease in number, to be constituted in several 
progressive states, which we shall distinguish 
by the letters A. B, C, &c. 

It is hardly necessary to premise, that we do 
not consider these states as limited to the precise 
number and condition mentioned. They are not 
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separated from each other by any broad or 
visible line of distinction. Each of them con- 
tains an indefinite number of gradations, blending 
into each other, and approaching on one hand to 
the highest grade of the class inunediately lower, 
and on the other to the lowest grade of the class 
immediately higher. 

A. We begin with considering the case of a 
very small conmiunity, and, as it is unneces-f 
sary for our present purpose to delineate, one 
which has rarely existed, and which affords no 
instruction, we shall first take a view of the 
state of a few settlers, in a country of consider- 
able fertility, who have some knowledge of 
agriculture, and the more common mechanic 
arts, and who possess the most common tools and 
some materials for present use. We shall also 
suppose that there is, adjoining to their settle^ 
ment, an extensive tract of unoccupied country, 
by which they are enabled to extend their boun- 
daries, as their niunbers increase, without oppo- 
sition. We suppose them (with m exception or 
two after-mentioned) to have no commerdal 
dealings with any other nation : but we do no$ 
exclude them from such intercourse as may 
allow of emigraticm, and the introduction of 
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vseful arts. At first, the settlemeat ini^y com 
sist of about twenty families ; such as is repre*' 
sented in the second part of the tale of ,Bobin9> 
son Crusoe. For their immediate ^ipjdy of 
food, they would collect any spontaneous fruits 
or esculent herbs which the country afforded ; 
but, as these are likely to, be insufiici^rt for 
their maintenance through the year, they would 
as so^m as possible have recourse to agricuL^ 
tore. As tliey have no labouring catde, the 
cidtivation of the land would be performed by 
the spade, and every man would cultivate a 
portion sufficient for his maintenance, and thi^ 
of his family ; but, as there is no way of diiqK)S4> 
tng of a surplus produce, no more eorn.woidd be 
raised than they required. They might vary 
&eir food occasionally, by catching wild ajiimala 
and byfishingyand would construct ureapoiiftand 
other implemented required for these {mrpopiss. i 
One of their first emjdoyn^nts would he to 
ef^ct dwellings suited to the <^mate, of wood^ 
et other liiateris^ wjhii^h the c^Quntry supplied^ 
and provide tibem with the ittost useM i»*ticleii 
ijf household furniture.* As their families in^ 
treased, they would enlai^e the extent of thek" 
cultivated ground. All their time would not be 
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required for the labours of agriouhure/ and. a 
part of it would be occupied in rendering their 
houses and furniture more convenient, and in 
&bricating clothing from such materials m 
they could command. 

It is likely that three or four families would 
have their habitations contiguous, for the sake of 
society and mutual assistance ; but the commu- 
nity (stippoi^d to amount to twenty families) 
would be distributed in several hamlets, so ihal 
each person might be near to the land which he 
cultivated. * Whatever portion of land a man 
cultivated would become his property, and idso 
what he inclosed for keeping domestic animals, 
when these were obtained. 

As it would be desirable each should have a 
sufficient extent of contiguous land to be brought 
into culture when the increase of his family re^ 
quired it, the hamlets would be at such a distance 
as to give scope. for this extension. To accom- 
plish this, some conventional arrangement, would 
be required among all the members of the son 
ciety ; and, if they had abundance of land, thic 
would be accomplished without difficulty. 

The hamlets would not be so far distant as t» 
prevent all the settlers from meeting fro^xm^yi 
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If the Christian religion were known, |hey 
would convene at some central place on Sunday 
for divine worship, when one of the most respect- 
able of the society would preside. A house 
sufficient to contain the whole community at 
these meetings, and on other occasions, would be 
built. 

In this small community ikere is little occa- 
sion for division of labour, yet it might not be 
entirely wanting. Scone of its members would 
have superior natural ingenuity, or mechanic 
skill. One of them would, most probably, have 
been bred a carpenter, another a blacksmith^ 
another a mason or a shoemaker. Each of 
these would furnish what is required from his 
particular craft to the whole community, receiv- 
ing in return such recompense in labour or 
o&erwise as the other members could give. 
There would be no use for money of any kind. 
There would be few grounds for dissension, and 
any difference which might arise would be 
decided by the community. We have supposed 
no enemies ; but if a risk of invasion was appre- 
hended, it would lead to the training of every 
adult male to military exercise, and the use of 
weapons. 
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- Such a community might enjoy a full allow- 
ance of the necessaries^ and a considerable share 

of the comforts of life, though few of its luxuries. 
There would be little distinction of station. 
The children of each family would receive such 
education as the parents could give them at 
home, and would be put to labour w^hen they 
became fit for it. 

The occupation of mining is scarcely com- 
patible with so narrow a society, yet without 
iron they could do little. We must, therefore, 
allow them, after their original stock is ex- 
hausted, to import that article from some other 
place, till their numbers be so much increased 
as to put the operations of the forge within their 
reach. The other metals they may dispense 
with till they arrive at that stage. 

B. — As in a small society, possessing an exten- 
sive tract of land, there would be little impedi- 
ment to early marriage, from the fear of want 
of food, or from the demands of luxury, their 
numbers would increase rapidly, and the increase 
might be accelerated by emigration. Let us 
suppose them increased to a thousand families, 
or five thousand persons, a number answering 
to one of our larger parishes. f . 
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The most ii]qK)rtant change in their ccmdMon 
w^old be a further progrees in the diyisioft cf 
labour. Not only the occupations of tiie ca]> 
pisnteis the hlack6mi4li» the mason, and the ahoer 
maker, but thoie of tl^ butdier, &e tanner, 
and the tailor, would be exegrcised by different 
persona, and these tradesmen wouM allot Ibekr 
whole time, or nearly so, to tiieir, reiqiectiye 
eooGopatiotts, and reoeire their food from the 
agrioiiltural part of the cenununity, in recora^ 
penaefor their services : whereas, in the smalls 
coeiety, they only exercised Iheir trades in the 
iBteryalfl of agricultural labour. 

Sevieral trades would now be introduced 
whioLwere not practised b^bre«. In ewmy&t9^ 
11^ the few employments which might in some 
measure be separirted in a re^y smaU emmmi* 
Bity, we did not mentkm that of the weaver. 
We considered his loom as too complex a ma<i 
diine£(»- that period. Solong'asiit wastnotused^ 
llie materials for olotliing would consist chiefly 
c^die skins of animals, or tlie bark of trees^ M 
any liung resemUmg dioth was made from^ tihe 
weolof their sheep, it would be fabricated hf 
tiieir females, in the most m^rlificiai manner. 
They would scarcely use a. machine mor&com- 
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fiei Atoi the (tistftff w the knitthig-'iieedie. 
Nowtim introduction of the spinningi- wheel and 
the l90t» gave im iitqiorfaat soeession Ur their 
dothiB^ The madiiiies ueed hy them would be 
i]i£i^ior to what we now employ, ^^ the work 
l^rfermed by them would be" plaiir aadr withoilt 
variety ; yet with these defects they would fimiidk 
a» mw^h more comfortable raime^ than they 
bad before^ Wool would be the' first material 
fop their webs. Flax and cottoa, if suited to 
the- climat^^ wouldr be eultiYM;ed and manttfan^ 
tured afterwards^ 

The eoffiMnfll is another valuaMe machine 
that may be now introduced. Formerly their 
efmk wae^epaired for food by pouciding it in a 
Biovtir^or some sueb inartifieial manner. The 
haod^miU wouldr be the first stepr of improve^ 
mentyiaadr would be-sucee^ded'by the' mill driven 
1^ water. 

The ground reqiti^ite fop the mdintenanbe of 
a» thousand' fomilies^ and their flocks aiMl' herds; 
would^ be of ccHlsidcmUe e^oteirt* ;> but in a feitiln 
eomntry would not ileaebte » di^taikce thatpre^ 
whted' them frommei^ing onod Bf week^ hi'sonm 
ccintral plaee, atiid theip former habitr Would 
indiiee them' to do so; A' churoh^ sujB&cient U 
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contain the number which usually assembled 
would be built. Respect for the character of 
the person who presided at divine worship and 
dispensed the ordinances of religion, and a sense 
of the importance of his functions, might induce 
the community to exempt him. from other 
labour, and assign him a suitable maintenance. 
Tke business of a schoolmaster would also be- 
come a separate employment. At first the duties 
of the clergyman and the schoolmaster might 
be discharged by the same person. When, from 
the increase of numbers, these duties became 
too much for one man, the emplojrments would 
be separated. 

The increase of numbers would occasion the 
erection of new hamlets, reaching gradually to 
a greater distance from the original one, in every 
accessible direction : but the elder branches of 
each family would generally remain in the first 
hamlet ; and the younger branches, when foris- 
familiated, would establish new ones in the re- 
mote parts of the settlement. The church and 
school would have their place In the first ham- 
let, and most of those who exercised mechanical 
employments would remain in the same, vicinity. 
Hence a village would arise, which, besides 
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those employed in cultivating the adjoining 
ground, would be inhabited by the clergyman, 
the schoolmaster, the miller, the carpenter, the 
mason, the blacksmith, the weaver, the tanner, 
the shoemaker, the butcher, and the baker, and 
by as many of each of these professions as the 
demands of the community required. 

The separation of employments, however, 
would not be complete. In parts remote from the 
village, the inhabitants, though chiefly employed 
in agriculture, would occasionally do the work 
of the carpenter, the mason, and the blacksmith; 
and the operations of baking, brewing and dress- 
making would be performed in the family, chiefly, 
by the females. Tliis junction of employments 
takes place, partially, in communities pretty far 
advanced, at a distance from towns. It has not 
yet entirely ceased in some remote districts of 
Scotland, though it is fast wearing away. 

For the smaller society we supposed the 
operations of agt-iculture performed by manual 
labour, as that appeared sufficient in their cir- 
cumstances, and all that was attainable. We 
may now expect them to procure some labour- 
ing cattle by importation or otherwise. Though 
a few of these only were obtained at first, they 
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would, by proper jeare, increase rapidly, and 
supersede manual labour in mch agriculturai 
operations as they could be employed in. l%e 
plough, from its superior efficacy, would confine 
the spade to <he operations of the garden. 
These animals, being also employed for car- 
riages and riding, would facilitate ccHnmumca-* 
tion between different parts of the settlement. 

Some other accessjions may take place at this 
stage of society, pjr when it becomes a little 
more numerous. Hiere are now some cora» 
modities to exchange, and the retail shopkeeper 
may becon>e a useful member for their dis- 
jtribution. His shop, therefor^, finds a place in 
the village. There is not yet much occasicm for - 
a circulating medium, yet money might find its 
way. Previous to the introduction of the pre* 
cious metals, the value of commodities woulii 
be estimated by reference to a l^ushel of com, 
or some €)t|ier commodity selected for that pur- 
pose. 

In a very small community Ijiere is not much 
inequality of circumstances. But this insinu- 
ates itself, and exp^^nds with the increase of 
numbers. Some men consume, almost imme- 
diately, all that they earn, while others lay up for 
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fi(itiirity& There u abt tii^ same variMy of ways 
for ini^e^ting iavings, i^ the eteg« of society w<l 
ar^ uoW considering, as in a mbire adiraaced one^ 
jret they are not entirely Tenting. The increase 
of flocks and herds is one of the reediest, llid 
mechaikic may acquire more complete ifiachi* 
nery^ land all may acquire better houses &nd ftir^ 
niture, or lay up a share of materials for priv^t^ 
ttse« 

At the begintiii^ of the setdement, latid had 
no elohangeafole value^ as every man had aocesis 
to as much as he could cultivate. Now, though he 
may stUi have a sufficieniby of land by removing 
to a distsmce, there are n^any droumstanoee 
whieh render a i^esidence near the centre of the 
settlement desirable, and a person who has ac- 
quired property of any kind may be willing ti 
give a parti in order to a temporary or perlno* 
lient pos^ssion of lakd in the most eligible part 
of tlie settlement Hence land thus idtuated 
aequires an exchangeable vidue* It beooilies a 
sttbject for ^le^ or may be let fdr an annual 
rent. 

A medical man would noi^ be required^ and 
w'ould find Employment. Ai^ this j^nudl com- 
munity could not contain mi ^stablii^meiit fit to 
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give him the requisite education, he must be 
brought from some country in a state of furth« 
advancement. He will exercise jointly the 
several branches of the profession, — ^medicine, 
surgery, pharmacy. If he have some knowledge 
of natural history, especially geology and mine-* 
ralogy, he will prove a most useful member of 
the community. 

It would be well, if, at this period, we could 
keep clear of the alehouse ; but it is not unlikely 
it may intrude itself into some comer of the 
village. 

Every enlargement that renders society more 
complex is apt to occasion differences in regard 
to property, and though it might be hoped there 
would be few or no heinous crimes, yet offences 
deserving punishment might sometimes be ccrni- 
mitted. When the community becomes too^ 
numerous to assemble collectively, it would 
delegate one or more of its most respectable 
members to exercise the functions of a magis* 
trate, probably for a year, or other limited time, 
to be succeeded by others elected in the same 
manner. The duties of these magistrates would 
be within the reach of men of sound understand- 
ing and probity. As there is no complex system 
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of laws, no special education would be required, 
and there would be no occasion for the separate 
profession of a lawyer. The excellent mode of 
trial by jury is likely to be had recourse to. . ^ 

C. — ^The community, continuing to increase, 
wiU, in progress of time, amount to one hundred 
tiiousand persons, and occuj^ an extent of terri* 
tory answering to one of our counties. Th^ 
division of labour will how be carried farther^ 
The occupations of the blacksmith,, the farrieri 
ihe nailer, the cutler, the coppersmith, the tin-, 
man, and the plumber, will be exercised by 
diff^ent perscms. So will those of the house-* 
eaipehter, the joiner, the cartwright, the sawyer, 
and the turner. Other employments will be 
subdivided in the same manner. 
' Another distinction will now take place, thai 
of inaster and journeyman. In a small com- 
munity, every mechanic is an independent work- 
man : but now, the machinery being more cmn-, 
plex, and many employments being carried on. 
with more advantage on a large scale, they, can 
only be carried on by persons who possess the 
requisite capital, and other tradesmen are ob-, 
liged to engage as journeymen with such 
masters. 

The want of capital is not the only circum 
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stance tbat indaces tradefimeii to engage m 
journeymen. They have generally more der** 
tdnty of obtaining constant empbyment by doing 
so. An independent blacksmith or carpenter 
might be frequently out of work By engaging 
with a master in extrusive business^ he is 
generally sure of constant employment for a 
considerable time^ and he prefers this certainty 
though he gives his labour for something less. 
Still, however, there will be a considerable 
number of independent workmen in occupotionid 
ofa simpler kind. 

One of the most valuable improvements which 
may take place in this stage of sockty, is the 
forging of metals. The operations of minings 
smelting, and forming the various articles for 
which metals furnish the materials, and con* 
structing the requisite apparatus, could not be 
undertaken till the society became considerably 
numerous. The operations of the glass-^house, 
and the potter's kiln^ may also now be in*' 
troduced. 

Men have now learned to penetrate into ihe 
depths of tl^ earth in search of hidden treafflure. 
They will meet with fossil coal, if there be any 
in the country. 

Agriculture, in a ftnall society, is limited to 
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ike itfultiTtAioii of pknte reqnir^ for fi>ocL il 
viH now become more yaried, joid fifpfdHed to 
whatever plants contribute m any way to human 
comfort. Fruits of Tarious kinds will be jmised 
in the gardens, Tineyards will be planted, flax» 
cotton, tobacco, sugar, aiul coffee will be cul** 
tiyated as the climate suits, and afford the inha* 
bitants a variety of materials for clothing and 
luEury^ 

The water-mili, formerly only used for grinds 
iag corn, will now be applied to a vari^ of • 
purposes. We can hardly yet reach the steom^i 
wgine. 

The extent erf land which the ccwmunity now 
ooonpiea will occasicm the erection of new 
villages in deferent places; and the original 
viUage, increasing gradually, will assume the 
character of a town. The more ordinary ma^ 
chanical employments will be carried on in every 
villagei but those of a nicer or more intricate 
kind wiU ba confined to the town, or some 
appropriate situation. An easy communioati(m 
between the town aod eountry, that the wares 
of the former maybe exchanged for the pcoduoe 
of the latter, will be an object of general importr 
anee. Highways will be formed, bridges built> 
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uid in due time a post-office will be established* 
A printing-press will be set to work, and a 
newspaper circulated. 

The extension of wealth will lead to the in- 
troduction of several new professions. The 
jeweller, the watchmaker, the bookseller, the 
milliner will find employment. Perhaps some 
of the wealthiest may set up a wheel carriage. 
The coachmaker will be ready to lend his 
services. 

As the church in the town becomes insuffi- 
cient for the enlarged community, and too dis- 
tant from the remote parts of the settlement, 
other churches will be built in the principal 
villages. Hence the' division of the territory 
into parishes. Whether they assume the epis- 
copalian or presbyterian form of church govern- 
ment, the ministers of the different parishes will 
be connected by some common bond of disci- 
pline and government. Schools will be opened 
in the villages, and a school of a superior kind 
in the town. 

D. — ^In process of time Ihe inhabitants increase 
to a million, forming a little kingdom or com- 
monwealth. The division of labour, inequality of 
circumstances, and the introduction of a variety 
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of employments subservient to luxury, which 
had made considerable progress in the former 
stage, will now be advanced to a higher pitch. 
Steam-engines and machinery of the most com- 
plicated kind will be had recourse to ; navigable 
canals and railways constructed ; and the civil 
engineer added to the list of professional men. 
The former villages will be enlarged into towns, 
and the former town will become a capital. 

The government, whether monarchical, repub- 
lican, or mixed, wiU become more complicated, 
liocal magistrates with limited powers will be 
establidied in different parts of the country, 
subject to the control of a superior court in the 
capital. The profession of a lawyer becomes a 
separate one. 

The important but equivocal measure of a 
separation between the civil and military states, 
may now be considered as inevitable. 

In the former stages the profession of the 
elegant arts, and those subservient to luxury, if 
exercised at all, would remain in a feeble condi- 
tion. Now they will meet with, liberal en- 
couragement, and this will lead to improvement 
and display of talent The painter, the sciUptor, 
the engraver, and the architect, wiU acquire 
distinction ; so will the musician and the actor* 
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A dieatre^flnd other places o£ puUie amumnsent^ 
will: be ojpened nLthe eapibJ^and the perforiuert 
will oceasionally visit the smaller tawns, tffl 
they be supplied by otiiers of their qwol 

An imiversity will be established, where im 
structioas will be gives in; the several factdties 
of theology, law, medicme, jJulosophy,^ and 
dassiaai literature, minute]^ subdivided mtt) 
their respective branehes. 

Kr^The atatev if the territiny be sufteiently 
#3EteiMve, will at hi0t become m great nadoni, 
fferhaps containing^ tem miQiions of inhahiteirtaL 
It ia foreign^ from ouir present design te< csntet 
mUK) the consideration of the rank which suok a 
natinn is: likely to assume among otheirs; of its 
treaties, its naval and military exertions, or even 
its commerciaL intercourse widi ibttm. We 
iftquite into tiie internal effects of so great an 
increase of nximbera.r-'iv^at) alteratione tim 
nould produce; on the diaraeter and enjoyments 
of Ae- different dassesiof tlie; society. 

AH the results mentioaied; under the last' bead 
would extend bar Ibisfto a higher degree. Me^ 
ehanical improvementa in every branok woidd 
have 80< ample a.raage as scarcely to leave any 
l^ing more to desiue: 

^Eiequality^of weidfchandi distindion of station. 
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ii4uck had hecsL gradimlLy expending witk d» 
eolftrgement of society, will noir become excesr 
8ive« It is^ to be feared iimt the viees which 
Mcompany luxury would pre¥aS among ihie 
higher ranJks* aM that crimes would multipjry 
among the: lower ones. 

The metropolis now becomes a large city. It 
ijilh^ ^fioii of government, asid the^ place where 
the sup^ior oeHirts of judicature are held. This 
fixes the resideuiee ^maay to it It is resooted 
ta by the wealthy of every de6cription> most of 
whouL spend a. part> and some of them the whofe 
ef their time ia i*^ for tba sake of the ^ati« 
fications' it afibcds. It is an e&penaive ^ace» a«d 
Ae wages of labour are hi^;, therefwe it is not 
the seat of nzuck manu&i^re^ but it is filled by 
numbers, whoseiomploymentft are subserviant to 
luxury. It requires a large supply of proviaiona 
and other articles from the country, some of 
which are drawn from remote parts, and as it 
has not an equivalent to give in return, unless 
it be a place of foreign commerce, these are 
paid from the revenue of the wealthy inhabitants, 
from whatever source derived. 

It is the chief seat of liberal arts, the works 
of which are exhibited in its galleries and 
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museums. The mamiers of polished society are 
carried to the highest pitch of refinement, and 
the opportunities of improving conversation, 
and easy access to books, lead to a diffusion of 
general knowledge, which, though perhaps not 
of the profoundest kind, is both useful and 
agreeable. 

The provincial towns assume the character of 
cities. Some of them become extensive places 
of manufacture, different branches of which are 
established in them, as convenience or accident 
directs. Hence an extensive intercourse be- 
tween different parts of the country, and im- 
provements in the highways, the railways, the 
canals, the carriages, the posts. Some of the 
cities become the seats of learning-mothers, 
the occasional residence of the idle and the 
valetudinary. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

OF COMMERCE. 

The wealth of a country may be greatly in* 
creased or diminished by its intercourse with 
other countries. The intercourse of nation with 
nation is either amicable or hostile. We are at 
present to inquire into the efifects of commerce 
upon the public welfare, both in regard to the 
wealth, and the moral state of society. 

Commerce, according to some, is a transfer 
of property in which the gain of one party 
arises from the loss of another, and in which the 
more artful is enriched at the expense of his 
improvident neighbour. Did wealth consist in 
gold or silver, this opinion would be just. For 
the quantity of these metals which flows into 
one country must be withdrawn from another. 

A system founded upon this principle long 
prevailed, and regulated the commercial laws 
fend treaties of nations. The sentiments which 
were held as incontrovertible about a century 
ago, will appear from the following extract, 

T 
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which we have selected on account of its 
brevity. 

" Give me leave to say that neither you, nor 
all your clan of wits can put together so useful 
and commodious a treatise for the welfare of 
your fellow-subjects, as that which an eminent 
merchant of this city has lately written. It is 
called general maxims of trade, particularly' 
applied to the commerce between Great Britain 
and France. 

*' I. That trade which exports manufactures 
made of the produce of the country is undoubt* 
edly goody such as sending abroad our Yorkshire 
cloths, Colchester baize> Exeter serge, Norwich 
stufPs, &c., which being made up of British 
woolj as much as these exports anK>unt to, so 
much is the clear gaia of the nation. 

** II. That trade which helps pflf tfee eon- 
sumption of our superfluities is also advantage- 
ous, a3 the export was of allum, eoppeor, leatter, 
tiuy lead, coals, &c. So much as the exported 
superfluities am(Mint to> so much also is the cleax 
national profit 

'' III. The importation oi foreign materials 
to be msmufactured at home^ especially if the 
goods^ after being manufactured^ ar« mostly sent 
abroad^ is also without doubt very benefiaials as. 
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for instance, Spanish wool, which for that reason 
is exempted from paying any duties. 

" IV. Tlie importation of foreign materials 
to he manufactured by us, although the manu- 
factured goods may be chiefly consumed by us, 
may be also beneficial, especially when the said 
materials are procured in exchange for our 
commodities, as raw silk, gogram, yam, and 
other goods from Turkey. 

" V. Foreign materials wrought up here into 
such goods as would otherwise be imported 
ready manufactured, is a means of saving money 
to the nation ; such is the importation of hemp, 
flax, and raw silk. It is, llierefore, to be won- 
dered at that these commodities are not exempt 
from all duties, as well as Spanish wool. 

" VI. A trade may be called good, which 
exchanges manufactures for manufactures, and 
commodities for commodities. Germany takes 
as much of our woollen and other gpods as we 
do of their linen. By means of which numbers 
of people are employed on both sides to their 
mutual adrantage. 

" VIL An importation of goods, bought 
partly for money, and partly for goods, may be 
of national advantage, if the greater part of 
Hke commodities, thus imported, are agau ex- 

T2 
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ported, as in the case of East India goods ; and 
in general all imports of goods which are re- 
exported are beneficial to a nation. 

*' VIII. The carrying of goods from one 
foreign country to another is a profitable article 
in trade. Our ships are often thus employed in 
Portugal, Italy, and the Levant, and sometimes 
in the East Indies. 

" IX. When there is a necessity to import 
goods which the nation cannot do without, al- 
though such goods are chiefly purchased with 
money, it cannot be accoimted a bad trade, as 
our trade to Norway and other parts, from which 
dre imported our naval stores and materials for 
building." 

" But a trade is disadvantageous to a nation, 

" I. When it brings in things of mere luxury 
and pleasure, which are entirely, or for the most 
part, consumed among us; and such I reckon the 
wine trade to be, especially when the wine is 
purchased for money, and not in exchange for 
commodities. 

" n. Much worse is that trade which brings 
in a commodity that is not only consumed among 
us, but hinders the consumption of a like 
quantity of our own. As is the iftY^^vft^ion of 
brandy, which hinders the spending of oi|)l^x- 
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tracts of malt . and molasses ; therefore very 
properly charged with excessive duties. 

" III, That trade is eminently bad which 
supplies the same goods we manufacture our- 
selves, especially if we can make enough of them 
for our own consumption ; and I take this to be 
the case of our silk manufacture, which, with 
great labour and industry, is brought to perfec- 
tion in London, Canterbury, and other places. 

" IV. The importation, on easy terms, of such 
manufactures as are already introduced into a 
country must be of bad consequence, and check 
their progress, as would undoubtedly be the 
case of the linen and paper manufactures of 
Britain (which are of late much improved), if 
these commodities were allowed to be brought 
in without paying very high duties*." 
. These maxims exhibit the spirit of the mer- 
cantile system which prevailed at that period, 
and was so firmly rooted in the public mind, that 
any reasoning in opposition to it would have 
been rejected with disdain. They contain some 
incontrovertible truths, with a large mixture of 
error, and a portion of spleen against a nation 
considered as our natural enemy. 

The principle on which these maxims are 
* GuardiaD, No. 170. 
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founded is, that we should ebqport as much, and 
import as little as we can, in order that there 
may be a large favourable balance, applied to 
the increase of our public wealth. 

Our celebrated nagivation act, and other com- 
mercial laws, were foimded on these principles ; 
and, being opposed by similar laws from other 
nations, gave rise to a conimefcial war, which 
sometimes broke forth into open war, and 
always tended to the obstruction of beneficial 
commerce. 

As this system has been ably refuted by Dn 
Smith and others, and is now not only generally 
discarded by the philosopher, but even the legiB^ 
latures of commercial ns^tions have embraced 
more liberal views, and relaxed much of their 
cumbersome restrictions, it seems unnecessary 
at present to enter into a detailed discussion of 
its merits. 

In general we may observe, that exportaticm 
is only made for the sake of importation. Were 
we to export without importing, we shoidd throw 
our commodities away. If we export a greater 
value than we import, we throw them partially 
away. If the valtte in use of our exports and 
imports be equal, the advantage of commerce 
would be problematic ; and it is only beneficial 
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when the commodities we import afford us 4 
greater share of the necessaries and enjo)TOents 
of life than those which we give in exchange 
for them. When this is the case, the value of 
our imports, as exhibited in our custom-hpuse 
books, would exceed that of our exports, if both 
were fairly appreciated. 

A recollection of the now acknowledged weak- 
ness of a system, long held to be incontrovert- 
ible, should lead us to listen with candour to a 
discussion on other topics, in regard to which 
the public mind can hardly yet bear opposition 
to the prevailing, opinions, though founded» 
perhaps, on no better basis than those now 
abandoned. 

Were the (pinion of the reciprocity of gain 
and loss in commerce well-founded, a philan- 
thropist would not be disposed to hold com- 
merce in high esteem, though so conducted as 
to prove beneficial to his own nation. If it only 
enriches one nation by impoverishing another, 
without adding to the mass of human enjoyment, 
it deserves no encouragement from him, whose 
aim it is to promote the general good of his 
fellow-creatures. Yet, even in this view, it would 
be too rigid to blame the merchants who en- 
gaged in it, or the statesmen who promoted it 
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Every man and every state is actuated by a 
desire of advancing their own welfare ; and, if 
they pursue this intention without deceit or 
violence, they cannot be blamed. Speculations 
in regard to the geneiul good are involved in 
much obscurity, and there is reason to believe 
that it cannot be more effectually pi-omoted than 
by the concuiTing efforts of individuals and 
communities, each acting to pi'omote its own« 

It is a pleasant theme to vindicate conunerce 
upon liberal piinciples, and hold it forth as pro- 
moting the general welfare of mankind. Such 
is its natural tendency, and such in general will 
be its consequences, when its direction is not 
prevented by artificial restraints or excitement 
It can never be considerably or permanently 
beneficial to one nation, unless it be also bene- 
ficial to those with whom it trades; and the 
affluence of nations around us is so far froni 
interfering with our own, that it lays the founr 
dation of a more extensive commerce, and 
furnishes the means of carrying general wealth 
to the utmost pitch which the circumstances of 
human natm*e admit of. 

The only solid foundation of commerce between 
nations is the diversity of their conunodities ; 
each bestowing what the other wants, and 
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thereby increasing their mutual comforts. This 
diversity arises from two sources ; the natural 

diflference of their climates, and the difference of 
the progress of the inhabitants in usefid arts, 
. The diversity of produce is the most extensive 
and permanent source of commerce. Some 
necessary and many desirable articles can only 
be produced in certain climates, or at least are 
produced in these with so much greater facility, 
that it is expedient other nations shoidd be 
supplied from them. By collecting from every 
country the commodities which it furnishes, 
something is added to the real enjoyment of life, 
and much to the gratification s on which habit and 
fashion have stamped a value. A modern Eng- 
lishman cannot breakfast comfortaljly without 
the infusion of a Chinese herb, served up in a 
vessel from the same country, seasoned with the 
juice of a West Indian reed refined in the me- 
tropolis, and stirred with an implement obtained 
from the mines of Potosi. 

' Although some climates are more liberally 
supplied than others l)y the hand of nature, there 
are few that have not some articles to give in 
exchange for those they want. The coldest 
inhabited countries are often well supplied with 
wood and useful metals, and their seas abound 
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with fish, particularly those kinds from which 
animal oil is obtained. When we enter the 
temperate zones, we meet with a comitry adapted 
for raising corn and pasturing oxen, sheep, and 
other cattle. At a certain latitude, the vine and 
the olive, and many kinds of delicious fruits,; 
arrive at perfection. A little more warmth is 
required for raising cotton, and rearing the 
insect from whose labour silk is obtained* The 
warmest climates supply us with sugar, coffee, 
and spices. T^e cultivation of the tea^plant, 
though it does not require a very warm dimate, 
has been hitherto ccmfined to the ea^m parts 
of Asia. The exchange' of these, and a few 
other commodities, constitutes the greater part 
of modern commerce. 

The other source of commerce is the diversity 
of skill which different nations have acquired in 
particular arts. Each nation gives in exchange 
those articles of which it has brought the manu-« 
facture to the greatest perfection. In process of 
time, other nations may acquire that skill in 
which they are at preselit deficient, and then 
commerce, so far as it arises from this source,: 
will be discontinued. 

The interchange of the wwks of mechanic 
art gives the utmost range to the division of 
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labour. We have alreddy remarked the pro- 
gress and utility of that practice. In a large 
natioDi it has Buffiicient scope by internal trade, 
in many articles ; but there are some in which 
it is capable of being carried so far that the do- 
mestic market is insufficient^ and a free com- 
meroe with the civilized world is requisite for 
its expansion. The English manufacture of 
hardware affords a remarkable instance of the 
perfection to which art can be carried, and the 
cheapness with which it can be executed on a 
large scale, when the extent of the market is 
very great. 

In these ways the mutual advantages of com- 
mercial nations are promoted. The produce of 
the one, exchanged for the produce of the (rther, 
and the manufactures of the one for the manu- 
factures of the other, afford to both a greater 
share of all that nature and art can supply. 
Perhaps one nation is so far superior in industry 
and skill, that their commerce is limited to an 
exchange of manufactures for produce. This 
may be beneficial to both nations ; but in dif- 
ferent ways. The industrious nation receiver, 
as a reward for its labour, a larger share of the 
bounties of nature^ The more indolent or un- 
ddlful partake of the benefit, of those arts 
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which they are unable, when in that states to 
ex^cise. 

An admission of these principles will tend to 
remove some prejudices which prevail* very 
generally on this subject 
. The activity of a trading town presents a scene 
that makes a forcible and pleasing impression 
on the imagination ; a large body of shipping in 
constant motion, arriving from and departing 
for every quarter of the world ; quays and ware- 
houses filled with the productions of every cli- 
mate, and every thing valuable that art can pre- 
pare ; multitudes of men in different ranks of 
life, all active, many thriving; those who conduct 
the operations enjoying affluence and accumulatr 
ing wealth ; the diffusion of merchandise through 
the country by an hundred channels, and the 
spirit of industry excited wherever its influence 
reaches. The impression produced by these 
scenes is corroborated by the information which 
history affords, that mercantile nations have 
generally attained a high degree of wealth and 
population, of strength and energy. On the 
whole, we are led to entertain a high regard for 
commerce, and to believe that too much cannot 
be done for its encouragement. 

The b^efits, however, which commerce be^ 
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stows, extensive as they are, flow from its free 
exertion. It does not bear restraint or direction. 

It does not even agree with encouragement. Its 
operations must be the result of the united efforts 
of men voluntarily striving to promote their 
respective interests. If extraneous inducements 
be held forth, they divert it from its proper pur- 
pose, and mar its beneficial tendency ; and it is 
not those points which strike the imagination 
most that constitute its excellence. These are 
effects flowing from, and indicating a system 
higlily beneficial; but if separated from their 
proper source, they lose all their value. 

It will throw light on this subject to recur to 
the consideration of the state of commerce in 
the infancy of society, and the advantages which 
resulted from it. As communities increase in 
numbers and advance in arts, or open an inter- 
course with other communities, their transactions 
become more complicated ; but still they are 
animated by the same motives, and their utility 
is to be estimated by the same principles. 
•: A. cultivates a fertile corn farm. B. possesses 
a tract of land fit for pasture, and his herds 
afford him cheese and butter in abundance. C. 
plants an orchard in a favourable exposure. At 
the end of the season they meet and exchange 
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their commodities, imd each haa an ample store 
of corii, cheese, s^ fruit. They might have 
raised corn and pastured cattle, each on his own 
land, but had they done $o, their soil being less 
jwoper for the one or the other, their supply 
would have been less abundaot ; and if A. and B^ 
had no ground fit for an orchard, they must have 
fared without firuit, if their intercourse with O. 
had not supplied thenu 

D* pastures a flock of she^, and their wooi 
is wrou^t by his hotbsiehold and villagers into 
eloth fit for winter garments. E. cultivates a 
field of flax, and his villagers occupy themselves 
in the manufacture of linen. The several vil- 
lagers soon discover that they will be more com** 
fortaUy clothed the whole year round, when 
they possess garments of both kinds, and they 
exchange their mazm&ctures for tiieir mutual 
eoavenience. 

It is not, however, impraetieable to raise the 
diSextnk materials in the same farm, aild mmi^ 
facture both kinds in the same village. This, 
k^pever, is done to disadvantage^ partly because 
the soil is less adapted to the one purpose of 
the other, and partly because the inhabitants aft 
less skilful in preparing and mamifaeturing the 
material to whidi they have not been aecusto»ed> 
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One of these inconvenieiiees is insurnMmntable, 
and the other not easily surmounted. They will 
therefore confine themselves eaeh to the rnanu* 
facture of that material which suits their soil, and 
which they understand best, providing they have 
access to exchange their commodities. 

But if a superior should impose a tax upon 
the goods thus exchanged, this must discourage 
the commerce, and may put a stop to it. The 
villagers, accustomed to the joint use of linen 
and woollen garments, will raise materials for 
both, and manufacture them the best way they 
can. Their labour is employed to disadvantage; 
but the loss which tiiis occasions may be less 
than the burth^i imposed on their intercourse. 
This is a misiq^ilicatian of labour, produced by 
a measure designed for the profit of the superic^^ 
who (^p-esses the villagers, and loses his aim. 

In order to convey the goods between the 
villages a h^hway may be wuited. Perhapi 
they are separated by ru^ed mountains, and 
the making of the highway ia a work of much 
difficulty. The expense it requires will be 
balanced against the advantages expected from 
it The villagers nsiay, pcriiaps, act a wiser 
part,. in making the most, etdt of their own 
imkstrjr, mdiier than cluing a canununiioatkm 
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that costs so dear. The labour of the under- 
taking may be more than the addition^ labour, 
which would procure among themselves every 
advantage, expected from its accomplishment. 

A benevolent superior, from a desire of en- 
couraging trade, makes the highway for them. 
Still, if the expense exceed the utility, there is a 
misapplication of labour. The same quantity 
of labour put in motion by the same means, but 
applied to a different purpose, would have been 
more productive in adding to the stock of wealth. 
This is an instance of an ill-judged, though well- 
meant, encouragement, producing a similar effect 
as the imposition of an oppressive burthen. 

The road being completed, waggons are em- 
ployed to convey the goods between the villages, 
ws^ehouses are built for their reception, and 
factors are required to conduct the business. A 
traveller, who passed through the country some 
years before, visits it again, and is gratified with 
the appearance of opulence and activity which 
these objects present. But the road, the wag- 
gons, and the warehouses, do not, in themselves, 
add to the enjoyment of the villagers, nor does 
the gain of the waggoner or warehouseman con- 
stitute any acquisition to their wealth. • These 
are all burthens on the villagers, tending to less^ 
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the fund from which their subsistence and 
accommodation is derived. These burthens, 
indeed, are, or ought to be, liberally re-paid by 
the accommodations afforded. 

If this intercourse be neither compelled nor 
incited by extraneous motives, it cannot be 
doubted that it is profitable. The villagers will 
not make the highway, employ the waggons, or 
build the warehouses, unless they derive an 
adequate benefit from them. A superior, who 
designs to establish a market, may threaten his 
dependents with his displeasure, unless they fre- 
quent it; he may offer premiums, he may pro- 
mote horse-races, and thus draw the villagers 
together from motives of profit or amusement. 
But when their resort to the market is owing 
to these motives, its advantages are at least 
equivocal. i«»».T.*^»nw 

This illustration, however familiar, is instruc- 
tive. It sets the advantages of commerce in their 
true light, and removes the glare produced by 
some of the objects that attend it. What is 
true of the highways and waggons, is no less 
true of the quays, the shipping, and all the 
splendid objects and bustle of a mercantile town. 
The expense of all these is a burthen upon indus- 
try. If they be executed by compulsion, they 

U 
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may well be accounted pernicious. If rewards be 
held forth to encourage th^n, there is reason to 
doubt their utility ; but, if they be the natural 
consequences of a free commercial intercourse, 
we may be assured that they ccmtribate to the 
wealth of the community. 

If all commodities could be raised, and all 
kinds of manufacture carried on in every country 
with equal advantage, all commerce would cease. 
We should lose our trading towns, with theil: 
quays and warehouses ; our shipping would dis* 
^pear ; our merchants, and all their numerous 
dependents, wbtild be dispersed for want of 
employment ; the appearance of activity whidb 
arises from trade would be no longer displaced, 
yet the community would be richer. All the 
labour expended upon the shipping, warehouses, 
and other appendages of trade, would be applied 
directly to the production of articles which con- 
tribute to human welfare. 

To encourage commerce by any kind of 
bounty is a measure of extreme delicacy, and 
very doubtful tendency. The sums which have 
been expended in this way by trading nations is 
very great : for, besides direct bounties, which 
have been granted liberally, we may refer to this 
head the e6tid)lishment of foreign settlements. 
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the support of garriaons for their defence, and 
of a navy for the protection of their trade. The 
expense of all these should be defrayed &om the 
profits of commerce, and there is no other way 
of putting the advantage of commerce to the 
test, than by loading it with all the expenses 
which it gives occlusion to. If it will not bear 
them all, and afford a profit brides to liie mei^ 
chant, it cannot be beneficial to the public. It 
will greatly swell this charge if we include 
that of all the wars waged for controversies 
which the pretence of infractions on comme/ce 
gives rise to. 

It would be going too far, however, to repro* 
bate bounties as, in every instance, prejudicial. 
If we could stop at the proper bounds, there ai'e 
some cases in which they might be properly 
granted. Prudence may restrain individuals 
from engaging in projects, where the event is 
doubtiul, and where bad success would ruin 
them. Public encouragement may, ther^ore, 
be needed to set new enterprises agoing, and 
let them have a fair trial. If ttiey succeed, the 
encouragement should be withdrawn; and the 
wealth which th^ introduce may not oaly re- 
place to the public what it has contributed to 
their establishment in their infaaey, biit also 

U2 
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what has been expended by it on other projects 
which have never succeeded. 

When encouragement of this kind is given, 
there is great occasion for discretion in the 
choice of objects. If government give way to 
such applications at all, they are harassed with 
applications from every quarter. Much art is 
used in misrepresenting, and a minister, who 
cannot be a competent judge on every subject, 
is exposed to deception, and induced to grant 
encouragement to projects which do not require 
it, or do not deserve it. A bounty should always 
be limited in point of time. The utmost that 
should })e done is to aflford the undertaking a 
fair trial, after which, if it will not go on with- 
out the aid of a bounty, it ought to be relin- 
quished. 

Trade supported by a boimtymay increase 
by degrees, and acquire a considerable magni- 
tude: the boxmty, of consequence, becomes a 
considerable burthen on the community. Spe- 
cious arguments, however, for its continuance 
are drawn from the success which has attended 
it The shipping, the seamen employed in the 
trade, the capital engaged in it, the industry it 
has put into motion by giving vent to manufac- 
tures or otherwise, the wealth it has introduced. 
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^re all displayed in strong colours ; and the con- 
tinuance of the bounty urged by those who are 
interested in the trade. Tlie just inference 
from these premises is^ that the trade has al- 
ready had an ample trial under the encourage- 
ment of a bounty, and, if its profits be not delu 
sive, it is well able to subsist without one it 
they be, the country has already paid too dearly. 
Yet, the less the bounty is needed, the more dif- 
ficult it is to withdraw it. The wealthier the 
merchants concerned in it have become, their 
voice is the louder, their influence the morec 
powerful, and the magnitude of the object at 
stake lays hold on the public imagination. Great 
caution is, therefore, requisite in the admission 
of a measure which is very difficult to discon- 
tinue when it becomes improper. " ^*' 

We have thus endeavoured to state the direct 
advantages of trade in increasing wealth. It 
enlarges the comforts of life by introducing the 
productions of other climes. It supplies us 
with those articles in the preparation of which 
other nations excel us on cheaper terms, and it 
encourages those in which we excel them by 
opening a more extensive market, and giving 
room for a more complete division of labour. 
The shipping, and all the other apparatus em- 
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ployed in carrying it on, and the risks necessarily 
incurred, are a burthen on the community. The 
gain or loss arising from trade is the excess of 
the one of these above the other. When trade 
is left to itself, if it go on, it must be profitable 
to the public ; for unless it were profitable to 
the merchants, they would leave it oflF; and the 
gain of individuals is an increase to the public 
wealth. If it be upheld by bounties, in what- 
ever form, the general eflfects are questionable. 

We have next to direct our attention to a very 
important consequence of trade, distinct from its 
tendency to the accumulation of wealth, namely, 
the moral effects produced on the human cha- 
racter by extending the intercourse of mankind 
with one another. 

To resume our former mode of illustration* 
Let Us suppose the lord of a manor establishes a 
market, and draws the neighbouring inhabitants 
to frequent it by means of premiums, horse- 
races, and the like. Those who resort to it 
carry their commodities along with them for the 
purpose of traffick, and derive some advantage 
from Iheir sale, though not suflScient to defray 
the expense, and recompense the loss of time 
^hich attendance on the market requires. They 
would not have gone there, had it not been for 
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the premiums and the horse-raceB. .VUla^ 
convene from every quarter, and some come 
from a considerable distance. New objects are 
presented to their view ; the circle of their acr 
quaintance is enlarged, and their spirits enli- 
vened by the scenes which the market presents ; 
and, in the course of their conversation, each 
communicates what he knows, and they return 
home better informed than they came. By frei* 
quenting such meetings they become more acute. 
The objects which they meet inspire new de- 
sires, and stimulate exertion* In order to grar 
tify these desires, they are induced to prosecute 
their former employments more assiduously, or 
to strike out new branches of industry. 

The attentive reader will already perceive 
that we h^ve as yet only drawn the favourable 
fskie of the picture. The habits of idleness and 
intemperance which such meetings lead to are 
too common to escape observation, and render 
tijie general estimation in which they should be 
held extremely doubtful. 

Effects of a like kind take place in a higher 
degree from the intercourse of nations with 
each other. The arrangements of foreign trade 
require more varied knowledge, and call forth 
more exertion of mind than domestic transacr 
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tions* A merchant must know what commodi* 
ties will suit the demands of every country, and 
what they can give in return ; what the one 
will sell for, and what the other may be bought 
for. The sciences of geography and naturs^ 
history are chiefly founded upon the discoveries 
which commerce has led to. The arts of ship 
building and navigation have chiefly arisen from 
it. Every useful discovery, in whatever nation 
made, has been rapidly communicated through 
the civilized world. An acquaintance with the 
various manners and characters of different 
nations has enlarged our knowledge of human 
nature, and induced a general liberality of senti- 
ment and manners. 

Moralists assign a peculiar character as con- 
nected with the different professions which man- 
kind embrace in civilized society ; and, though 
ihere be many exceptions, that character gene- 
rally pervades the profession in some degree. 
The character of a merchant contains many 
estimable points ; diligence, activity, accuracy, 
sobriety. The important virtue of honesty may 
also be ascribed to him. Experience has estar^ 
blished the maxim, that a fair character obtained 
by uniform rectitude is the surest way to weal&» 
Hence the merchant's education and habits lead 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP COMMERCE. 297 

bim to be an bonest man.^ Tbe minute and 
eonstant attention wbicb a mercbant must give 
to gain and loss seems calculated to induce some 
degree of avarice ; yet many mercbants are dis- 
tinguished for liberality. An extensive mer- 
cbant is generally a well-informed man, and su- 
perior to vulgar prejudices. 

In a commercial country tbe number of mer- 
cbants is so great, and tbe rank wbicb many of 
tbem bold in society so bigb, tbat tbeir character 
and manners bave considerable influence on tbose 
of tbe wbole community. 

A modern mercbant, for tbe most part, bas £t 
fixed residence in some sea-port town, from 
wbicb be despatches ships laden with bis cargoes, 
and carries on bis correspondence with mer- 
cbants established in a similar manner, in vari- 
ous other countries. In ancient times tbe mer^ 
chant went along with bis cargo ; bis character 
and tbat of tbe voyager were considered as inse- 
parably connected. 

Mercator contra, navem jactantibus austris. 

HORAT. 

The peculiar character of Ihe mercantile voy- 
ager is, in some respects, different from tbat of 
the resident mercbant. His situation requires 
a more enterprising spirit, and more personal 
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courage: perhaps it presents inducements to 
artful practices not consistent with that strict 
integrity which generally characterises the esta* 
blished merchant. 

The tendency of commerce, as it is conducted 
between civilized nations, is, in many respectsi 
favourable to the improvement of the hunuui 
character ; and nothing that can be adduced on 
die opposite side is sufficient to counterbalance 
its beneficial influence. We are not so confi* 
d^Qt that this can be affirmed in regard to the 
commerce which takes place between a country 
advanced in arts, and one which is in a simple, 
or, as we term it, a savage state. 

We may draw a pleasant picture of the mutuid 
advantages which such a conm[ierce might afford ; 
— the communication of useful arts and induction 
c^ civilized manners, on the one side, and the 
acquisition of useful commodities and disposal 
of spare ones, on the other, accompanied with an 
addition to the knowledge of nature, and of man** 
kind. When we consult history, we find that 
this picture has been seldom realized, and that 
cme of very different features generally presents 
itself. 

TTie power which art and intelligence confi^r 
is so great, 4hat a handful of colonists from a 
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civilized nation is sufficient to subdue a tribe of 
rude natives, afld a consciousness of this superi- 
ority has generally kindled the passions of ava- 
rice and ambition, and supplanted every princi- 
ple of justice and humanity. Accordingly we 
find that wherever the nations of Europe have 
established settlements in countries in a compa- 
rative state of rudeness, the natives have been 
subjected or exterminated, sometimes with cir- 
cumstances of shocking treachery and barbarity. 

It gives some relief to the painful feelio^ 
which these facts excite, to find that the voyages 
of discovery undertaken during the last and pre- 
sent reign have been conducted in a very dif- 
ferent spirit, and measures embraced for com- 
municating the benefits of civilization to the 
countries visited by our navigators; and that 
these attempts have been, in a considerable de- 
gree, successful. 

Among the advantages of commerce, the sup- 
ply of manufactures to foreign nations is gene- 
rally estimated to hold a principal place. This 
gives a means of investing capital, and furnishes 
employment to a numerous population, and dif- 
fuses a spirit of industry through the community. 
These advantages, in no case to be slightly 
valued, may, in particular states of society, be 
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Very important : they are remarkaHy so at present 
in Britain ; yet even with us internal commerce is 
a superior object. Home consumption affords a 
more ample source of employment than foreign 
trade, and a more certain one. It may be car- 
ried so far in a large and industrious nation as 
to render it, in a great measure, independent of 
foreign commerce. 

The commerce of Britain at present is, per- 
haps, the most extensive that any age or nation 
has ever attained, and cannot fail to have the 
most powerful influence on the public welfare. 
The follotving statements, taken from the official 
returns for the years ending 5th January, 1826, 
1827, and 1828, will give a view pf the present 
state of our trade, and assist us in forming a 
judgnient of the advantages derived from it. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF COMMERCE. 



301 



■aT 




g 




1 


n;o;oooSoO)^>-i 


»— 1 


<e 






00»ft oo-co '^rooo 


Oi 


i rf 




•^ 


;4 rf-'^cf NrNrj2"<N'^o'tC^-'» <N 


* »rr 


«o'»rf e«r»rf oTof «o oToo 


o" 


^ § 




s 


»0 <M 00 00 00 TJ« CO t>» 


§ 


CO 




1-^ i-( 1-^ 1-^ fi^ 


o 


3 1 


> 


i 




1^ 


w'w^opH- 


§ 


^ 


c^eo»ft"^ooo^oii-ico"^c^ 


»ft 


»>.oOQOOiO'^eooi^ 


(N 


II 


3^ 


3. 


o 


1 

1 


sSsSiS^^^^""" 




^a)oooo^o;orrc^ 


o 

0) 


^ 




o> 


»ft T^ 0» '^ CO ©^ ^ 00 


i 


"^ s s"§ §"sC s"sf s"" '""j;"'* 

fM ^N 04 1-^ 1-^ 1-4 


»ft 


C9o>;ot»co»ne4r^o 


^ 








0(M<Moaeoo>;ooci 








tC 


to CO •^''o »>. rf to o »o 


nT 




^ 

•n 

§ 


1 








i 


©iQ0<M00»0O»-4t^C0O0>«P 


*n 


OOOi^^OO-^tOO 
COOOOOOiOOeO'-*'^ 


"* ' 






1— 1 






^^» t^ o^co rr CO <M o 


1-4 




i 


'«^!Sfe"§Sf2§S5 «<*■"" 


' s 


c»rarorao or or cooi oo 


CO* 




04 


ot^r^ooOkAt^toeo 


9* 




CO<M^P-i 


1^ 


©i^ '^^QO. c^ ^ '- 


t^ 


o " 




3 




i-T 


0>C0»O<M 


oT 


'S *>r 








C4 


rr 


King 
S,182 


g 


»o 










i 


o»coeoi-i»i-i»oe^K,'^»-irf 


«> 


e«;0 00 00O00 00C4 — 


CO 


> 


S 


TtcMtooe^t^Tcon* 




•2« 


. ® «^^.«l»a® »« «^n»^^-,« 


»x»O»O»ftO5t^<O00t^ 


co^ 






<4|QOC4000>a)krdOO>v»o*neq 

^ 0> O t^ jO »ft O <N fH 


^ eo" 


»o 00 — ''«rNr»sr«o"eo'w 

•^"^TfotOOOCOC^ 




1 i^ -4 


ij 


4 
1 






Uni 
ary. 


4 




•-4 


^ CO OOI 


1 


^1 


o 












1^ 


0)09)Qooeoi-ii-Ht^QOOa3 


o 


Tf«oei<M«oeo»ft»-iO 


o> 


«»-. »-5 




(£e9(Mf-^OTfO)»nococoQo 


»ft 


bt.O'^^xeo'^ — ^c^ 
t^c^oor^coooifT 

Oi S CJ O O CO »0 CO CO 




<=> 5 




. «0 <M -^ O -^tO TO «0 00 O 0»,© 


^ ^ 


05^ 


OS *o 




« a 


CO»s,»s,>-H»s,COC1f-4 .-• 




§ S' 




8- 


cicii-!.-! 


I-T 


oT 


pH Q) 




^1 






N 


CO 


Ii 








d 


















z 




giS 
















3 




^1 




Id 
o 












' i :::;:::r: 




s .s 




& 






^^ 






x . S 




11 

§1 




a 






•llllj 




1 


S 1 -11 • -§1 •- 
e lejl ■ *lr• 








^ 










1 


1 aa^a^aSxp 




p-i 






-a Ji frills III i 





Digitized by 



Google 



302 



OP COMMERCB. 



•^ o^ O ' 

OI c^t>» -^ i-i « o^ 



00 »« o> o «o ^ C3 






eo CO »o » w a> "^ 



»o t^ t>. e< -^ c<» "^ 



en t^ to o> eo ts i-t 

«D ^ CQ •-' «0 i-H »ft 

»f>.-^«o©^ ©«o 
(41 oCeo '^erTco '-* t^ 

^(N<D<N00»ftTl«O 

s^»5»ft eo '- e^ •-' 



CO 00 00 CO CO <o o 
CO Oi <— ' C CO "ft ""i^ 

'^ £ S JS i?"® S S 

O ©i O »x •— I o o> 

f* CO "^ eo ©« c< 



.0"^«OCO'-^C0^005CO©< 

es o ©« Tl« ^ ^*l'**,*^^*'^^ 
i-Tci'o'od'tCtsrtC^rQo'o^'co' 
oaSoooo<M<Mco»ocoeoo 



'^Ot»O<-H^"^C0i-«-^»x 
OTfkftCO<N'^AcOO>0»«-» 



I 

00 



COi-ikOOCOCOOOOiOeOGO 

f-*%n^ocooQa)»n^cooo 
"^ t-^ 05^ ci^ e<i^ ^ o^ co^ 1-^ e^ o 
ef <-^co ocToo kfTjsfrf'oo •-< ^T 
^ooS3oc5oot>.coeoeo 



i-iCO»0"ftOiCO'-<t^COOi»ft 

kft'^.-teoo^'— oosco<N 
0^0^ p^ Tf^ ^ o^t^ Tf^ 00^ e^©^ 
i-Tco^of ocrciTorT'^co^oo CQ tC 

©0»O00'^«00S»0coC0i-" 



9 



'^OOOOOOOOJCO— •'-•<M 
O"^i-«5>O«-^0tC0O»0>Q0 

^c«ao»x"^coo>»-Qot^"^ 



CJ 00 OS© .-HC 



coi-H»noost>a>o)oeoo4 
<-Hioa>©tN.eit^»o»>.co»o 
Tf <-^.-t ©i t>^t>.^^ co^r-H^eo co^ 
©f ^o" 00 od"cr »»''<* oo'f^ o" 
^oocoo©«oo>t>.<ococo 

Ci »-< ^ "^ -^ 1-^ 




Digitized by 



Google 



OF COMMERCE. 



303 







00 


o^n(>:i(MOf-icoT^,-4 


(M 


OJ -H Tt" TJ* CM CO to 


CT> 










eooiQo^oiCOr-ttooo 


CO 


CN tN, r* F^ CO o f-« 


CO 










. Tr^«3^O5^O>_C0^r^ CO^ry ^ 


co^ 


^Qo^aq^r-H^co^o^ 


CO 










^ co'tCTT'tCt^f c<rifroo'«i^ 


b* 


lO o o'o'tCr^ 


to" 








d 


«0(M<M.-H^COTfrHr-^ 


00 


O CO C^ CO 00 <M 


Ci 








^ 


CSOI p^ (M 


co^ 


o o *rs 1— 1 (o o 


CO 








•-^ 






^"tO^-^'co^f^-H" 


tcT 






1 


.4 






CO 


CO 




g 


rOTfOicDvocritocMao 


iC 


»n (M -^ 01 o b^ o 


00 






tOT3<<;oFHt^^aOir>G<« 


■w 


CO -r o CO Ti« in <M 


(N 




1 




, Tt* irt^ift o if; -^ Tf oD o^ 


00 


^rf^CN^OI^QO CO 


»n 









*+i Tp'o'a^c*5'cN't>rt>rcr^ 


^>^ 


t-^ o" o" cTtC to" 


tC 




3 


gg 

3 

o 


a 


O-^OfNt^TTCO-*--^ 


lO 


t>. O O 00 »0 CO 


'^i^ 








t^ ^ r-l rt 


<N 


as to ^ Oi ^ OS 


00 




8 






CO 


CO 




f 


Q 


tn 
























1 




00 


'^!NtN.tOC<IO)00^Oi— < 


O 


irt '^ to OS o o to 


o 




s 




OTfo<Ni— (CitOkn-^ 


Tf 


O CO *ft O TT tN, CO 


CO 






^ .-H^^CO^OO^Cq^O^^^ta^^^ 


(N^ 


co^o a^oo^co o 


CO 








sj Oi irror^Tr"o?c*f cfocT 


to" 


tc^f ocrod^to^of 


t^r 








3 


tN.CX3CMC^Q0tN.tMt-t^ 


(M 


O to OO CO CO o 


t>. 




1 




tv_ ^ ^ 


■^ 


O O^O CO TT -H 


o^ 










p-i 


CO 


QtT 

CO 




c 




























W 




s 


otN.roaoTfoicN'^1*^ 


O 


irt -^ CO CO o o t^ 


oo 






(NOiCX)QOO'^OCOOO 


to 


O P-I 1—1 -f^ CO 00 CO 


■^ 




-s 




00 


, M »q_05^o^»rs CO f-H^-^a" %n^ 


^ 


CO^^ TJ" ^ CO CO 


^ 








Hj Nr(rr'^oi'tfs'"»ff o^ys'.^ 


r^ 


o"c*f cfcTtCco" 


to" 




"ti 




d 


i-iC^CN'<3«irji-H(Nr-i 




cq Qi rp to ^ '^ 


t^ 




'c 






r^(M^ 


« 


»-^t^o> o <o b* 


<^^ 




t3 




5 


'"' 


'"' 




1—1 




0) 

6 




»o 












i 














^ 


oa><MTfoootvr-tt>. 


00 


<0 CO <M 0^ 00 iO 00 


Tj* 




*S 


e0(NtOt^TPiMCOi-<"5O 


o 


Tf ^ Ci CO O TT rH 






> 




f-^-^ifi^-^O-— i-iCN 


CO 


u^s^co ^*{^eq^o>^ 




















OQ 






Hit>.#-^aioo»no^tvOii-« 




co^ co" Co" to^ ^ to' 






■J 


a 


^ CO O »ft '^ •-> i-^ 


o 


i-< oi o in o to 


CO 






^ 


ea 


ai <-< ^ 


CO 


O CS CO O CO to 


co^ 






















y 






1-^ 


^■"co'co^r-T^" 


cT 




p 




5 






CO 


TT 




O 


O 














^s 


o«o»>.cotfttrt'^Tfp-H 


iO 


o o t> F— in C3r tv 


r-H 




^ 




Oicr>oOiTrcciT3«inirQ 
»A O^ co^ Tj^ eo^ to^ t>j^ ^ <o^ 


c^ 


^n — rf to CO Oi CO 
<» Oi Oi ^ CO 00 


CO 






JOD 


Cl^ 


o^ 




















t-^ 




B . 






to '^"■^'V^'^iJ'o" 






P 




« a 




§S,§2^S 






;z; 




b «8 


00 ^.-1 


co^ 


■^ 








s 






rH CS cd'<-^'-r 


to* 






><-s 






CO 


Tf 




■s 




ifS 




















. . . t3 . . . 






i 




^ 






da 






o 




o 






!!.!!!! 






f 




i 


lif.r.i'i 


D 

CO 


CO S 

•.=■§4 • • • 

•f lis, • 

2 2 8 S.2 »> & 

|iii.»-€i 












If 1^ S.2 1-3 n i 









Digitized by 



Google 



304 



OF COMMERCE. 



FOREIGN and COLONIAL MERCHANDIZE exported 
from Britain to Foreign Parts, in the years ending 5th 
January 1826, 1827, and 1828, at the Official Valuation* 



Articles obtained chibflt 
PROM American Colonies. 

Coflfee 

Cotton Wool 

Sugar 

Rum 

Cochineml 

Logwood 

-Cocoa 

Tobacco. 

Cod Fish of Newfoundland. . 
Pimento 



Articles chibflt obtained 
FROM THE East Indies. 

Cotton Manufactures. . . . 

Indigo • • • 

Pepper , 

Silk Manufactures 

Saltpetre ........ 

Cinnamon 

Tea 

Spices, viz. — Cassia, Cloves, ^ 
Mace, and Nutmegs. . . 5 

Rice 



5t1i Janaary, 



£. 
1,708,621 

1,160,201 

605,751 

437,975 

106,844 

95,798 

55,293 

54,848 

48,847 

39,616 



5th Janaarj, 

1827 



4,313,794 



818,634 
741,953 
180,787 
144,538 
113,254 
100,106 
67,531 

57,852 

52,895 



2,277,550 



£. 
1,987,589 

1,663,393 

751,837 

416,775 

86,669 

82,008 

62,255 

191,466 

36,636 

43,602 



5,322,230 



591,562 
836,675 
288,647 
105,205 
111,802 
86,101 
. 42,123 

137,382 

40,391 



2,239,888 



5th Januarj, 



£, 
1,841,048 

1,517,946 

645,255 

486,479 

164,098 

99,761 

113,194 

240,736 

34,902 

60,921 



5,204,340 



673,371 
591,405 
221,533 
221,614 
111,542 
89,923 
38,249 

91,876 

52,310 



2,094,825 



* The values are taken from the Finance Accounts, 5th January 1828, in 
which those of the two former years are repeated. The value given in the 
Accounts for 5th January 1826 and 1827, are not all exactly the same, 
but the differences are not considerable. 
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Miscellaneous Articles, 

Spelter 

Wine 

Brandy 

Silk, raw and thrown .... 

Hides 

Iron in Bars 

Geneva 

Corn and Flour 

Lead, Pig 

Wool 

Woollen Manufactures . , . 

Skins and Furs 

Raisins 

Ashes 

Copper, wrought & un wrought 
Cotton Manufactures of Europe 
Cortex Peruvianus .... 

Flax 

Olive Oil 

Fustic, 

Silk Manufactures of Europe. 

Barilla 

Hemp 

Currants , 

Annotto 

Linen 

Train Oil 

Amt. of Miscellaneous Articles 
Articles chiefly obtained from ) 

American Colonies , . , ^ 
Articles chiefly obtained from 

East Indies 

Articles not specifled. . , 
Shillings and Pence .... 

Total Foreign and Colonial > 
Merchandize exported. . J 

Produce and Manufactures of I 
UnitedKingdoms exported > 
from Britain J 

Total Exports from Britain, > 
except to Ireland. ... J 
Exports from Ireland. . . . 

£ 

Produce and Manufactures "j 
of United Kingdoms ex- V 
ported from Ireland. . . J 

Foreign & Colonial Merchan- 1 
^ize exported from Ireland J 

£ 



5th Jan. 1826. 


5th Jan. 1827. 


5th Jan. 1828. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


305,614 


409,156 


346,428 


190,340 


186,817 


268,041 


175,326 


115.050 


176,052 


139,400 


228,296 


38,430 


136,202 


103,654 


33,820 


87.724 


29,527 


44,988 


85,739 


55,923 


69,871 


77,257 


41,408 


119,350 


54.823 


27,700 


, 34,233 


46,662 


61,111 


53,359 


46,562 


11.607 


9,628 


43,412 


45,303 


50,472 


39,494 


40,961 


.23,283 


36,129 


26,578 


35,252 


29,935 


131,640 


79,713 


29,915 


31,673 


14.722 


22,878 


19,881 


26,017 


16,087 


18,991 


13,390 


15,855 


48,825 


27,488 


9,541 


14,253 


6,826 


9,219 


21,661 


19,993 


5,360 


2,855 


374 


3,871 


2,564 


26,160 


3,542 


17,606 


6,753 


3,309 


3,896 


6.935 


2,459 


24,778 


19,095 


1,080 


2,473 


2,730 


1,617,735 


1,724,087 


1,553,398 


4,313,794 


5,322,230 


5,204,340 


2,277,550 


2,239,888 


2,094,825 


946,201 


780,274 


953,661 


25 


23 


23 


9,155,305 


10,066,502 


9,806,247 


46,453,021 


40,332,854 


51,276,448 


55,608,326 


50,399,356 


61,082,695 


711,856 


642.666 


967,312 


56,320,182 


51,042,022 


61,050,007 


697,667 


632,882 


942,832 


14,189 


9,783 


24,480 


711,856 


642,666 


967,312 
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OF COMMBRCE. 



IMPORTS into Britain from all Places, except Ireland, in the Years 
(ending 5th Jan.) 1826» 1827, and 1828, at the Official Value. 



Useful Pbovisions. 

Corn, GraiD, Meal, cod Flour 

Butter 

Cheese 

Fish of Newfoundland . . » 

Smalls 

Rice 

LOXUBIIS. 

Sugar* ••••••••• 

Co£foe 

Tea. • • . 

Wine 

Spirits — ^Rum ...... 

Brandy 

Geneva 

Amount of Spirits. • • 

Spi ces Pepper. . . . . . 

Cinnamon 

Mace * 

Pimeqto 

Cassia ...••. 

Nutmegs 

Cloves 

Amount of Spices. . . 

Fruits — Currants . « • . . 

Raisins. 

Lemons and Oranges 

Almonds 

Figs 

Juniper Berries. . . 

Amount of Fruits . . . 

Molasses • 

Cocoa ... 

Total Luiuries . . . 



»tli J«n. I8S6. 



5th Jan. I8S7. 



£. 

1,128,341 

398,080 

331,660 

62,184 

10,770 

61,283 



1,992,318 



5,055,655 
3,237,980 
2,934,571 
1,178,930 



342,893 

246,709 

30,869 



620,471 



92,013 
85,128 
45,227 
40,223 
39,674 
36,694 
23,038 



361,997 



131,803 

121,831 

56,036 

15,566 

14,741 

7,256 



347,233 

236,11^ 

72,369 



£. 

2,117,390 

273,326 

268,977 

48,615 

4,115 

87,702 



2,790,125 



5,602,844 

2,569,245 

2,984^040 

786,440 



416,447 

199^534 

18,243 



684,224 



234,976 
31,297 
74,359 
40,362 
40,067 
67,740 
70.087 



558,828 



89,166 
139,591 
69,158 
14,487 
13,985 
12,300 



338,687 

192,598 

49,961 



14,045,322 



13,716,867 



5th Jan. 1888. 



£. 

1,994,214 

291,ft79 

272,625 

^6,942 

10,074 

143,691 



2,739,125 



5,328,114 
2,945,028 
3,974,523 
■ 867,545 



497,207 

236,788 

19,100 



753,095 



151,641 
253,488 
14,246 
57,891 
31,194 
14,971 
63,346 



586,777 



151,766 
88,109 
66,259 
28,126 
13,910 
21,865 



370,035 
261,447 
103,264 



15,189,923 ' 
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-^ ARTICLES re-exported. 


Corn . 


5th Jan. 1826. 


6ih Jan. 1827. 


5th Jao. 1828. 


7t,2b7 

48,847 
52,895 


41,408 

36^635 
40,391 


119,350 

34,902 
52,310 


Butter 

Cheese 

Smalls ••....... 


Rice 


Sugar 

Coffee 

Tea 


178,999 


118,435 


206,562 


605,751 

1,708,621 

67,531 

190,340 

437,975 

175,326 

85.739 

180,787 
100,106 
15,261 
39,616 
27,806 
11,566 
3,219 

3,542 
39,494 

55,293 


751,837 

1,987,589 

42,1-23 

186,817 

416,775 
115,050 
55,923 

288,647 
86,101 
48,524 
43,602 
34,778 
25,863 
28,217 

17,606 
40,961 

62,255 


645,255 

1,841,048 

38,249 

268,041 

486,479 

176,052 

69,871 

221,533 
89,923 
30,179 
60,921 
42,769 
11,501 
10,429 

6,753 
23,283 

113,¥fe 


Wine ^ . . . • 


Spirits— Rum. ...... 

. Brandy 

, Geneva 

Spices_Pepper 

~ Cinnamon 

Mace 

' Pimento 

Cassia 

.Nutmegs 

^Cloves. ..... 

Fniits-r^Currants 

'Raisins 

Lemons and Oranges 
Almonds ..... 
Figs 

j Juniper Berries . . 

Molasses 


Cocoa. ^ 


3/47,973 


4,232,668 


4,135,480 



X2 
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OP COMMBRCB. 



IMPORTS into Britain, Bic-^contmued. 


'MaTSBIAL.S »nn If ANnVACTITBK 


Ml Jan. 1896. 


5th Jan. 1887. 


5Ui Jan. 1888. 


Cottonwool 

FUx 


7,405,618 
2,078,844 
1,436,606 
1,437,336 
491,024 
41,355 


£. 

5,726,997 

1,346,802 

478,419 

1,060,344 

395,054 

22,966 


£. 

8,963,688 

1,786,304 

883,785 

1,524,568 

• 463,240 

31,407 


Shetp'sWool 

Raw Silk ........ 

H«mp. 


Rags for Paptr 

Abticlbs accbssobt to manu- 

FACTUM. 

Dye Stuffs, viz.— Indigo. . . 
Madder . . 
Logwood . 
Cochineal . 
Fustic. . . 
Sbumach . 
Annotto . . 

Amount Dye Staffs . . 
Ashes, Pearl and Pot. . . . 
Barilla 


12,890,783 


9,031,581 


13,652,992 


895,959 

572,316 

245,112 

242,738 

51,835 

30,534 

25,578 


1,084,749 

330,391 

114,768 

156,625 

32,844 

14,585 

10324 


801^93 

451,086 

124,501 

255,871 

35,896 

23.878 

40^211 


2,064,072 

313,958 

65,910 


1,744.786 

' 275,582 
83,353 


1/32,836 
168,747 
159,296 


ArTICLBS PARTIALLT MANUFAC- 
TURKD. 

Thrown Silk 

Linen Yam 

Abticlbs fullt manufac- 

TORXD. 

Cotton Manu&ctures of India 
Cotton Manufactures of Europe 
Silk Manufactures of India . 
Silk Manufactures of Europe 
Woollen Manufactures . . . 
Linen 




2,443,940 


2,103,721 


2,060,879 


928,245 
326,130 


212,146 
• 142,565 


555,490 
181,343 


1,254,375 


; 354,711 


737,033 


371,994 
40,663 

147,883 
42,763 
61,175 
34,827 


449,796 

• 40,090 

275.525 

170,399 

27,839 

88,783 


273,097 

39,100 

176,209 

379,665 

42,659 

67,695 


Mbtals. 
Spelter 


699,305 


1,052,432 


978,425; 


577,792 

380,096 

226,526 

92,459 

46,743 


241,984 
38,284 

126,620 
13,700 
66,152 


299,986 

176,652 

• 180,439 

32,456 

40,904; 


Quicksilver 

Iron, in Bars 

Uad,Pig . 

Copper, unwrought .... 


1,323,616 


486,740 


730,437 
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! ' ARTICLES re-exported— confewed 


Materials for manufacture. 

Cotton Wool ....... 

Flax .... 


5th Jan. 1826. 


5th Jan. 1827- 


5th Jan. 1828. 


1,160,201 
16,087 
46,662 

3,871 


£. 
1,663,393 
18,991 
61,111 

2,564 


£. 
1,517,946 
13,390 
53,359 

26,160 


Sheep's Wool 

Raw Silk 

Hemp , . 


Bags for Paper 

■* ' ', '^'. ,' ^ ' 

ABTiCLtS ACCESSORY TO HANU- 
FACTURB. 

Dye Stuffs, viz. — Indigo. . . 
Madder . . 
Logwood. . 
Cochineal . 
Fustic. . . 
Shumach , 
Annotto . . 

Amount Dye Stuffs . . 
Ashes, Pearl and' Pot. . . . 
Barilla 


1,226,821 


1,746,059 


1,610,855 


741,953 

95,798 

106,844 

9,541 

3,309 


836,675 

82,008 
86,669 
14,253 

3,896 


591,405 

99,761 

164,098 

6,825 

6,935 


957,445 

36,129 

5,360 


1,023,501 

26,578 

2,855 


869,024 

35,252 

374 


Articles partially manufac- 
tured. 

Thrown Silk 

Linen Yarn, ....... 

Articles fully manufac- 
tured. 
Cotton Manufactures of India 
Cotton Manufactures of Europe 
Silk Manufactures of India . 
Silk Manufactures of Europe, 
Woollen Manufactures . . . 
Linen 


998,934 


1,052,934 


904,650 


139,400 


228,296 


38,430 


818,634 

29,915 

144,538 

9,219 

46,562 

2,459 


591,562 
31,673 

105,205 
21,661 
11.607 
24,778 


673,371 
14,722 

221,614 . 

19,993 

9,628 

19,095. 


Metals. 
Spelter 


1,051,327 


786,486 


958,423 


305,614 

87,724 
54,823 
29,935 


409,156 

29,527 
27,7D0 
131,640 


346,428 

44,988 
34,233 
79,713 


Quicksilver 

Iron, in Bars , 

Lead, Pig 

Copper, unwrought .... 


478,096 


598,023 


505,362 
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OF COMMBRCE. 



IMPORfS into Britam, ke.--c<mUms€d. 



MiSCILLANIOUS ARTICLIS. 

Tillow 

Wood, various kinds • . . 
MahogtDy .... 

Hides 

Oib 

Seeds 

Tobacco 

Skins and Fun| 

Bark, oak and cork tree . 

Gums 

Turpentine 

Drugs, viz. 
Cortex Peruvian us .... 

Rhubarb 

Isinglass 

Liquorice 

Bark, Quercitron .... 

Jalap 

Borax ......... 

Camphire ....... 

Brimstone . « 

Pitch andTar 

Whale Fins , 

Saltpetre 

Cork . ." 

Bristles . 

Elephants* Teeth • . . . 
Bees'-wax 



1,180,205 
978,708 
145,079 
876,362 
639,110 
444,673 
371,575 
336,109 
198,649 
156,048 
139,210 



5,465,728 



35,794 
33,046 
19^522 
9,645 
7,454 
7,330 
6,758 
4,046 



123,595 



100,193 
91,322 
66,617 
58,582 
41,837 
37,745 
36,202 
27,937 



6,049,7^8 



6th Jao. 1837. 



£. 
866)973. 

738,413 

184^65 

558,507 

640,634 

347,207 

242,468 

242,709 

105,725 

117,964 

$1,315 



4,126,180 



15,566 

70,007 

21,797 

32,600 

3,061 

6;458 

62,774 

1,310 



213,573 



119,431 
116,177 
64,754 
78,701 
33,247 
21,793 
26,906 
19,528 



4,820,290 



5th Jan. 18S8. 



£. 
1^9,800 

668^376 

175,908 

423/89 

742,718 

407,5&B 

306,645 

314,093 

158,335 

98,965 

144,781 



4,682,963 



48,211 

57,609 

22,467 

41,121 

2.84r 

7,782 

7,203 

4,616 



191,856 



102,705 

139,107 

119,162 

121,117 

45,282 

43,271 

20,204 

38,008 



5,603,735 
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1 ARTICLES 


re-exported- 


-continued. 


» 


Miscellaneous Articles. 


5th Jan. 1826. 


5th Jan. 1827. 


5th Jan. 1828. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Tallow , . . . 








Wood, various kinds .... 


-*'*f-.'-rr'j 1 


♦ • - . • '.J 




Mahogany , , , . . 


V , ; 






Hides 


136,202 


103,554 


33,820 


Oils 


16,936 


51,299 

191,466 
45,303 


30,213 

240,736 
50,472 


Seeds 


54,848 


' Tobacco . . • 


Skins and Furs 


43,412 


Bark, oak and cork tree . • 








Gums ..,,..,,.. 


:-:r-u'r l! 




. . ^H^ 


Turpentine .•..,,.• 
Drugs, viz. 




. t^nj. 




Cortex Peruvianas ..... 


22,878 


19,881 


26,017 


Rhubarb 


^^ii,l% 






Isinglass 

Liquorice 


Bark, Quercitron 








Jalao > 








Borax . • • ■ • 






" 


Camphire 


Brimstone 

Pitch and Tar 




•'jyn^ k9 




Whale Fins 








Saltpetre 


113,254 


111,802 


111,542 


Cork 








Bristles 


Elephants' Teeth 


Bees' -wax 








387,530 


523,305 


492,800 
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OP CXWIHIBCB. 



ABSTRACT OP IMPORTS. 




Abstract op Impobts. 


MiJaiuiaM. 


Stb Jaa. 1887. 


6tliJaB.18S8. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Uttfiil PioTisioDs 


1,992,318 


2,790,125 


2,739,125 


Luzurics 


14,045^22 


13,716,867 


15,189,923 


Mat«rUb lor Maou^ture. . 


12^90,783 


9,031,581 


13,652,992 


Articles accessory to Maou- > 
factures 5 


2,443,940 


.2,103,721 


2,060,879 


Aitides partially manafactured 


1,254,375 


354,711 


737,033 


Artidei fully maonfrctared . 


699,305 


1,052,432 


978,425 


Metab 


1,323,616 


486,740 


730^487 
5,5(^,735 


Miscellaneous Articles . . , 


6,049,758 


4,820,290 


Articles not specified. . • • 


1,961,497 


1,682,448 


1,875,156 


Shillings and Pence .... 

Total Imports into Britain,) 
except from Ireland ... 5 


40 


36 


42 


42,660,954 


36,038,951 


43,467.747 


Imports into Ireland .... 

Total Imports into United 1 
kingdoms. .....•/ 


1,547,853 


1,647,162 


1,420,027 


44,208,807 


37,686,113 


44,887,774 


; Of which reexported. . . . 
Used in the United Kingdoms 
Imports from Ireland to Britain 


9,169,494 


10,076,286 


9,830,728 


36,039,313 


27,609,827 


35,057,046 


6,544,575 
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ABSTRACT OF ARTICLES RE-EXPORTED. 



1 :i_ ..„l_^:. 

Articles Re-exported. 



Useful Provisions 

Luxuries 

Materials for Manufacture . . 

Articles accessoty to Manu- ) 
factures 5 

Articles partially manufactured 

Articles fully manufactured 

Metals 

Miscellaneous Articles . * 

Articles not specified . . . 

Shillings and Pence . . . 

Amount of Articles re-ex- 
ported from Britain . . . 

Articles re-exported from 
Ireland 



5th Jan. 1826. 



Articles re-exported from 

United Kingdoms 



from } 



£. 

178,999 

3,747,973 
1,226,821 

998,934 

139,400 
1,051,327 
478,096 
387,530 
946,201 
24 



9,155,305 
14,189 



5th Jan. 1827. 5th Jan. 



9,169,494 



£. 
118,435 

4,232,668 

1,746,059 

1,052,934 

228,296 
786,486 
598,023 
523,305 
780,274 
22 



10,066,502 
9,784 



10,076,286 



206,562 
4,135,480 
1,610,855 

904,650 

38,430 
958,423 
505,362 
492,800 
953,661 
24 



9,806,247 
24,481 



9,830,728 



•rj I hifiW^^ 4>^Wf^tuir**?tW 



fl\A.U^..^ \f^ njltnuUttiL* 




'ili- ^ * . 
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It appears from these statements, that the 
quantity of raw produce exported is inconsider- 
able. The great mass of our exports consists of 
manufacWed gooids, the production of our in- 
dustry, a considerable part of them from foreign 
materials. Of these, articles for clothing form 
the fisur greater part ; cotton, woollen, linen, and 
silk manufactures, ilie first and last entirely, 
the others partially, fjpom impwted materials. 
Woollen manufactures were formerly the most 
considerable branch. Now those from cottcm 
have risen to an immense magnitude ; the 
amount of these exported exceeding aU our other 
exports together. That of linen is less consi- 
derable than any of the former, and the quantity 
imported from Ireland into Britain (not included 
in the foregoiiig statemesits) is nearly equal to 
that exported to foreign countries. The next to 
these in amount are articles formed of iron, and 
other metals, the material of which waaibnnerly 
for the greater part imported, but is now almost 
entirely supplied by our own forges. We also 
re-export a large quantity of colonial produce 
imported. 

In return for these and some miscellaneous 
articles, we receive, besides materials for manu- 
factures, a few necessary articles, which our own 
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country does not supidy, and a hrgB ammuA of 
luxuries, of which sugar, ceSee, tea, spirits, and 
wine, form the greater part. The consumptkm: 
of the last is confined to the rich; thai of the 
other pervades, in some degree, every rank of 
society. The quantity of foreign manufactures 
imported is very smalL^i 'ytu .v i i tm ^iiir to' 

The most striking circumstance that presents 
itself to our attention, upon revieiving the fore- 
going statements, is the great excess in the 
official value of the exports above the imports. 
We exported, in the first of these years, to the 
value of fifty-five millions, in the next fifty mil- 
lions, and the last sixty-one millions. Our 
imports were valued at forty-two millions, thirty- 
six millions, and forty-three millions; and there 
was a similar excess in the estimated value of 
our exports above that of our imports, for a long: 
course of years preceding. This leads us to 
inquire, in what manner, and for what purpose, 
we give away this surplus of exports. In time 
of war it is easily accounted for, by our foreign 
belligerent expenses, and the subsidies we pay to 
our allies. In time of peace the cause is not so 
obvious. 

According to the doctrine of the old school, 
this excess of exportation is a desirable matter^. 
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It gives us what was termed a favourable bar- 
lance> and being su{^>osed paid in the precious 
metals, by increasing the quantity of these, 
formed an addition to our national wealth. This 
doctrine now does not require refutation. 

• Without undertaking to develop the whole 
of this mystery, the following circumstances 
appear to have considerable weight, and to 
account, at least in part, for the great and j[>er- 
manent superiority of our exports. 

* Although our warlike operations have beeb 
discontinued, at least in Europe, for a good 
many years, we still keep a large military esta- 
blishment in our colonies, and occasionally in 
other services. Tlie other expenses of our nume- 
rous cdonies are very great, and only a small part 
of them is defrayed by any revenue raised in 
l^e colonies. The expense of our establishment 
for convicted criininals in New South Wales 
forms a pretty large article. The expense cf 
our embassies at foreign courts is considerable. 
Some of these may be paid in the first instanc^ 
by money, or bills of exchange ; but all of them 
must be ultimately paid by the export of com- 
modities. 

We niay next reckon the sums remitted to 
British subjects resident abroad. Since the. 
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p^ce^ ti:ie number of suoh absentees, mw resk]?- 
iog in France and other foreign countrjeis, somjs 
of them transiently, many of them permanently, 
owing to the greater cheapness of living abroad 
has been very considerable, and their expenditure 
is also supplied in the same manner, and a small 
part only of this is recompensed by the expen- 
diture of foreigners in this country. 

The amount of goods clandestinely imported 
is another countercharge against our exports. 
This was formerly very great, and though now, 
by the amendment and better execution of our 
laws against smuggling, it is much diminished, 
enough still remains to have a sensible influence. 

Since the peace large sums have been furnished 
in Britain towards foreign loans, and for car* 
rying on speculative undertakings in foreign 
countries. 

The amount of British funded debt held by 
foreigners is not now very great, but whatever 
it be, the dividends remitted to foreign fundr 
holders must be taken into account. 
i,j Lastly, we may notice, that, as Britain pos- 
sesses no mines of the precious metals, an annual 
supply will be required to replace the waste rf 
our coin, by wear and other accidents, though 
no addition be made to the quantity of our 
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-vetallic circulating medium, and also to amir^ 
iiie otker pnrpofies to whiob i^b/em metals are 
«applied; -Gold and silver do not form any pait 
^ the imports exhibited in our official rettime. 

Such are the circumstances that otctlr to us 
at present, cte accounting for the exc0&i^ of otir 
•exports above our import^; We may havfe 
omitted some, and we suspect, after all, that 
Ihiere is something in the manner in which the 
.values .are -estimated in the officii accounts, that 
Fenders them not altogether a jiist sta^idard fdr 
Bxhibiting the real state of our trade. We 
.cannotoverlook, that, in some articles of foreign 
and colonial merchandise, the qvuantity exp^»ted 
ibr a cmirse of successive years is greater <iian 
•Aat imported. It belongs to tho«e who bav^ 
Abe managa»ent of this braneh of the revenue 
to explain that paradox. The articles to which 
this observation applies are — cotton and silk 
manufactures of India, saltpetre, pepper, cin- 
-namon^ rmn, geneva. 

The declared value of the produce and mami- 
&ctures of the United Kingdom, exported from 
Britam in these years, is less than the official 
value, owing to the great excess of the latter 
in the article of cotton manufacture exported. 
If that article be set aside, the declared value of 
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the other exports exceeds the official value, and 
om the years preceding 1821 the declared vsdue 
of the whole exports exceeded tlie official value. 
The declared value of foreign and cc^nial mer- 
chandize re-exported. i» not. ^en in the official 
statement& 

Jfate. — ^By the returns made to Parliament 
up to the present time (1830), it is estabUdifed, 
beyond all doubt, that the official value of most 
articles exported has, during every year, greatly 
exceeded the real or declared vidue for each of 
the last eight or ten years ;^ and this diffemuce 
will, to a great degree, account for the apparent 
excess which, in the preceding chapter, is sup* 
posed to have existed between the annual value 
of our exports over that of our imports. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

POPULATION. 

No branch of political economy has engaged 
more attention than that of population, and none 
is more deserving of it The points which claim 
our attention are. How far a dense population w 
desirable? What are its limits, necessary (^ 
contingent? How far the constitution of humw 
nature, when not under restraint, leads to m 
increase of number? What restraints naturally 
occur in diflFerent stages of society ? Whether 
it be wise to stimulate population by artificial 
encouragement ? Or whether, op the other hand^ 
it be requisite to check its too rapid progress by 
artificial restraints ? What are the residts of an 
increasing, stationary, or diminishing population 
in regard to human happiness? 

It appears clearly desirable, that every country 
should be peopled to an extent consistent with 
the comfortable subsistence of its inhabitants 
The bountiful Author of Nature created this 
world, in order that it might be inhabited by 
mankind; and although the human race b^ 
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sprung from a single pair, it was appointed that 
they should increase and multiply, and replenii^ 
the earth. Even apart from saered history, there 
are sufficient proofs of the gradual increase of 
the human race, and its gradual dispersion over 
different regions of the earth. 

As the natural fruits of the earth are only suf- 
ficient for a very narrow population, the requisite 
supply of food, as mankind multiply, must be 
obtained by human industry, and the quantity of 
food raised will be regulated by the number of 
consumers. More will not be raised than they 
require, for it would be useless; and if the 
quiEintity were much less, part of the human race 
must perish by hunger. There is, however, a 
considerable range between a full and a scanty 
subsistence, in which the quantity of food, com- 
pared with the number of mankind, may vibrate. 

TTie labour of a certain portion of mankind 
(or what comes to the same thing, a certain pro- 
portion of the labour of the whole) is, in most 
cases, sufficient for providing food for the whole; 
and the remainder may be applied for procuring 
clothing, habitation, and other comforts. The 
proportion of mankind required to be employed 
iii the production of food varies much, according 
to the fertility of the soil, the nature of the food, 

Y 
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aad the agricultural skill and industry of iiusm 
who luroiab it. Perhaps, in a fertile countey, 
the labour of three men among twelve may be 
aufficient to supply food for themselves and nine 
Other labourers, together with the requisite pro-^ 
portion of women and children, and the 0£&er 
niue may be employed in providing houses, fur- 
niture, clothes, and other acoommodations. la 
a sterile country, the labour of nine may be re*, 
quired for obtaining food, and that of three only 
be applicable to other purposes. These are, 
perhaps, nearly, the limits within, civilized 
society. Su{qx)sing their skill and indiistryi 
equals the former will be amply, and the latter 
acautUy, supjdied with the conveniences of life* 
In Britain, the number engaged in miseellane*^ 
ous employments predominates^ According to. 
the census of 1821, the number of faBoilies em« 
ployed in agriculture was 978,656. That of those 
employed in trade and manufacture 1,350,239* 
An addition^ quantity of food, when necessar]^, 
may he obtained by emjdoying additi(»ial labour 
on the land already cultivated, or by bringing 
waste land into cultivation; but when this is had 
recourse to, though food may be raised £ar a 
greater number of men, the nxunber of free handa 
whose labour is a^Ucable to other pui^iosea 
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may be smaller. The land may produce a greater 
absolute quantity of food, but a less disposable 
quantity. Is this desirable ? 

The greater number of modem political 
economists answer this qu^tion in the negative. 
None more decidedly than Mr. Ricardo. ** Pro- 
vided the net income be the same, it is of no. 
consequence whether the number of inhabitants, 
be ten or twelve millions." — " Would it be any 
advantage to the countiy , that, to produce the same 
net revenue, seven millions of men rather than five, 
should be employed ? It would not enable us to add 
a man to our army, or a guinea to ovu* taxes.'' 

If a large army, or a large revenue, were the^f 
ultimate object, this would be sound doctrine. 
But if the welfare of mankind be the object, if 
the only legitimate use of the army be to defends 
the community, and the only proper application! 
of the revenue to supply the necessary expenses 
of a government established for the protection and. 
benefit of the people, whose happiness it is their, 
duty to promote, we must answer the question in 
a different manner. The world was created thaty 
man might inhabit and enjoy it. Is it of no ; 
consequence whether the gift of nature be li- 
mited to a small, or extended to a great number 
of inhabitants ? , . **,'it'tfl 

Y2 
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We apprehend that this dedraUe extent of 
population cannot be marked by any preoke line, 
though the general principle be clear. It is eli*. 
giUe that every country be peopled to an extent 
consistent with the comfortable subaisteiM^ of. 
^ inhabitants. When there is a great nuniber 
of surplus hands, after serrkig the purpo^s of 
i^iculture, some of them are likely to be en>-> 
jdoyed in a way that may be accoun4«4 caprir, 
cious, or in forming articles that add little, if 
anything, to human comfort It would be better 
that these hands were employed in raising addi*; 
tional food, and thereby enabling the country to, 
support an additional population. To employ 
the whole population in agriculture is impracti*; 
cable ; to approach near to this is not desirable, 
neither is it so to enlarge the proportion o£ spare 
hands by confining cultivation to the most fertile 
soils on which food for a considerable number-, 
can be raised by the labour of a few. But it is 
impossible to ascertain the boundaries between . 
comfort and caprice, or the measure of comfort . 
that may be sacrificed for the sake of extending 
the ben^t of what remains to a more numerous 
popidation. 

The limits to population are partly assigned 
by the hand of nature, and partly depend on tibe 
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political structure of society. The number of 
inhabitants on the earth cannot exceed what the 
food it may produce can maintain. It is also re- 
stricted by the means of the labouring classes 
finding employment. The former limit is abso- 
lutely and obviously insurmountable. It is not 
so clear that the other may not be surmounted 
by a different structure of society, although it 
generally comes in operation before the other. 
Those two great sources of restriction to popu- 
lation are not, however, necessarily or universally 
connected. In Ireland, where a redundant po- 
pulation at present prevails, it is not alleged 
that the soil is incapable of producing a suffici- 
ency of that food which they chiefly subsist on, 
and the abundance of that cheap food is even 
assigned as the cause of the excess of population, 
and of misery consequent thereon. A famine 
may depopulate a country, and a succession of 
bad seasons may retard the progress of popula- 
tion, or even render it retrograde, although the 
accumulated capital of the country affording 
means of employment remain undiminished 
Something of this kind took place in Britain at 
the commencement of the eighteenth century. 
These restrictive causes being, in a great mea- . 
sure, independent of each other, ought to be 
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considered separately, though they are generally 
blended by Ynrhers on political economy. At 
present we shall confine our attention to the n»* 
tural limit The polkieal limit shall be the ob« 
jeet of a subsequent discussiiHi. 

T^ prevailing opinion^ till lately, was, that 
population ought to be encouraged, and political 
mmsures, wiA a view thereto, have been had 
recourse to, and some contempt bestowed upcm 
a state df celibacy. No danger Or inconvenknee 
from excessive population was apprehended. 
About thirty year& ago< Mr^ Malthus advanced a 
very different doctrine. The natural progre»s 
of population, according thereto, advances ra- 
pidly and presses upon the means of subsistence, 
and would soon overcome it, tmless checked by 
moral reslraint, vice, or misery. The fcnmer of 
these, by far the most desirable, is, therefore, an 
essential duty, and is the only means of avoiding 
the others. 

Mr. Malthus enters into an elaborate and de- 
tailed research concerning the state of popula- 
tion in almost every country, ancient and mo- 
dern, and points out the checks, preventive or 
positive, which have, in a greater or lem degree, 
retarded the popidation in all. Of these, moral 
restraint operates but feebly, and the increase of 
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ite influence is a moBt desirable object. The 
other brani^hes of the preventive check arise 
from the desire which men in a state of civiUsar 
tion have of maintaining and elevating their sta^ 

lion in society, and enjoying the comforts which 
art and industry afford. The extent of its influ- 
ence is regulated by the habits and manners of 
the age, and its effect is generally inferior to 
that of the positive checks to population. Of 
these war is the most prominent, and next to it 
are famine and pestilential diseases. In modem 
Europe the positive check is less prevalent, and 
the preventive more so than in times past. 
Abundant food occasions abundant population. 
Agriculture is the efficient cause of population, — 
not population of agriculture ; yet population is 
oftener restricted by want of employment than 
by want of food. Population is most promoted 
when the industry of an old state operates on the 
fertile and unappropriated land of a new one. 

The ultimate limit to population from want of 
food is not, as Dr. Wallace and other theorists sup- 
pose, a very distant event, and therefore, at present, 
deserving of little regard, but is a calamity likely 
to overtake us much sooner than these suppose. 
Population advances by geometrical progression. 
The increase of food, by more extensive and 
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better ctiltivotieii, cannot be expected to adYwe^ 
fiiiter than an arithmetical prt^esdon ; and 
therefore tiie former muat soon outstrip the odier, 
supposing the period of doubling to be tw^ty- 
fife years, which appears to be conformable to 
^ the rate of increase in the North American 
United States, and is within the bounds it would 
probably reach if all impediments were removed 
The population of Britain being reckoned eleven 
millions at present, and the produce suffioent 
for 'the .easy support of that number^ at the end 
oiitwen^^^ years tb^ i^umber of inhabitants 
would be twenty-two millions ; and if the quann 
tity of food be also doubled in that period, the 
means of subsistence would be equal to this in- 
crease. In the next twenty-five years the pq)u- 
lation would be forty-four millions, and the 
SMaas of subsistence, receiving an increase equal 
to what it did in the former period, would be 
equal only to the support of thirty-three millions 
at the former rate, and would afford a very scanty 
fare to the existing number. At the next period 
the population would be eighty-ei^t millions, 
and the means of wbsistence increasing at the 
former rate, would be only equal to the supply 
of half that number, and at the conclusion of the 
fircit century the population would be one hun- 
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dred and seventy-six millioas, and the means of 
subsistence only equal to the support of fifty-five 
millions, leaving a popidation of. a hundred and 
twenty-one millions totally unprovided for. 

It should be our object to promote the opera* 
tion oi such restraints as may proportion the 
population to the food, for we cannot proportion 
the food to the population. If die number of 
births be greats the number of deaths must be 
great in proportion. If we act c<msistently 
when we give encouragement to the former, we 
8lK>uld at the same time use means tQ promote 
the latter. In order to keep up an extent of 
population as great as the country can maintain^ 
it is far more eligible to increase the health and 
longevity of mankind, than to stin^ulate by en- 
couragement a large number of births, accom* 
panied by a proportional number of ^ei^ths as an 
inevitable consequence. ^ 

The danger of distress fi'om excess of popula- 
ti<Hi being imminent, it is an imperious duty to 
retard, and, if possible, avert it, by those mea- 
sures which produce the least degree of suffer- 
ing. This can only be done by increasing the 
operation of the preventive checkp. In oppo- 
sition to this, the Elnglish poor^ljjlffvs, by allow- 
ing maintenance at the public expense to the 



Digitized by 



Google 



830 POPULATION. 

ckfldren of Uie labouring classes, when above a 
small number, give undue encouragement to 
early marriages. Mr. M althus {Proposes a repeal 
of these laws in regard to all marriages coti<' 
tracted iJter a certain period^ with the exception, 
pei'haps, of families unusually large* He does 
not go so. f«^ as to debar any set of men from 
marriage^ or even to prohibit marriage imder a 
certain age, but he strongly insists oti the pro- 
priety of inducing such halnts, and inculcating 
such sentiments as may have a general influence 
on retarding the age of marriage till its prolific 
ness be diminished to such a degree as to confine 
the increase of popidation within the boundil 
that an increase of food may be obtained for. 

Mr. Malthus is unfavourable to the cottage 
system, and has a particular dislike to the po^ 
tatoe. He deprecates the view of milk and po- 
tatoes, instead of wheat, becoming the common 
£>od of an Englishman. He is of opinion ^at 
when potatoes are the common food^ as they are 
in Irelan^j and every man who wishes to marry 
may obtain a piece of ground sufficient, when 
planted with that root, to support a family, the 
consequence must be an over-population, and at- 
tending wretchedness; and that the inddent 
and turbulent habits of the lower Irish can ne?er 
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be corrected, while the potatoe system enaUei 
them to increase beyond the regular demand for 
labour ; that, when the common people of a 
country live principally on the dearest grain, as 
they do in England on vheat, they have great 
resources in a scarcity ; and barley, oats, cheap 
soups, and especially potatoes, present themselves 
as less expensive means of nourishment; btit 
when their habitual food is the lowest in the 
scale, they are absolutely without resource* 

We have thus attempted to give a concise 
view of the doctrines advanced in Mr. Malthus's 
celebrated work, and, we trust, a just one* We 
are sure, at least, we have not willingly mis- 
represented them. In many of them we heartily 
concur, and we believe they are all dictated by 
the benevolent desire of averting misery and 
promoting the welfere of the most numerous 
classes of society. Some of his doctrines we 
think require modification, and in regard to 
some we are entirely at' issue with hitii. 

We have now briefly to state our sentiments 
on this important subject. 

1. We hold that, agreeably to what is related 
in Scripture, mankind ori^nated from a single 
pair, and have, in the course of some thousand 
years, multiplied and extended themselves till 
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they occupy, in more or less dense population, 
almost every region of the habitable earth. Pro- 
fane history, however obscure and imperfect 
in regard to the earlier periods, concurs with 
Scripture in informing us of the gradual ex- 
pansion of the human race, and in pointing out 
the middle part of Asia as the country from 
which it originated. . We do not undertake to 
solve the obscure problem of the population of 
America. We believe it to have commenced 
from some migration from the old world, the 
particulars of which are now lost in unfathom- 
able oblivion; not improbably from the eastern 
parts of Asia, to the countries on North Ame- 
rica lying along the Pacific Ocean. We see no 
reason for admitting the supposition of a sepa- 
rate creation, and we have abundant proofs that 
the popidation of that portion of the earth com- 
menced at a later period than that of the old 
continent. 

2. The increase would go on in geometrical 
progression so long as circiunstances remained 
the same, and that at a very rapid rate. If the 
longevity of mankind in the first ages be . ad- 
mitted, as recorded in Scripture, the increase, 
would be more rapid than any which can now 
ti^e place imder the most favourable circum- 
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stances ; and we find even this is very consider- 
able. The rate of increase may vary a little 
from the nature of the climate, but more from 
the habits and manner of life of the inhabitants. 
The United States of North America, since the 
establishment of their independence, exhibit a 
favourable example of rapid population, the in-' 
dustry of an old state operating there on the fer- 
tile and unappropriated land of a new one. It 
appears, by comparing the censuses taken there, 
that the population has doubled in about 25 
years. Perhaps, in stating this as the natural 
rate of increase, too little is allowed for emi- 
gration. According to the census of the Ame- 
rican States, taken in 1800, the number of white 
inhabitants of all ages was 4,308,971. These 
would be reduced, by the ascertained rate of 
mortality in ten years, to 3,200,000, which is 
the remnant of the former stock that would be 
alive in 1810, all above ten years of age; but the 
number of white persons in the United States 
above the age of ten, in the year 1810, by the 
census taken that year, was 3,845,389, giving a 
surplus of 645,389, which can only be accounted 
for by emigration ; and to this number we must 
add a number of emigrant children under ten, 
and the emigrants who died within the ten years. 
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to cmnplete the whc^e number pf emigrant&i 
The whole increase of population in these ten 
years was 1,556,122, of which nearly one half 
was added by emigration*. Mr, Malthus is of 
opinion that the rate of doubling in twenty-five 
jears is maintained, even after checks to popu- 
lation, preventive or positive, have operated in 
a considerable degree, and that there i» reason 
to believe mankind would double in fifteen 
years, if every check were removed. Perhaps^ 
if we assume twenty years as the shortest period 
of doubling, 4X>n8istent with the present st^te of 
die hiunan constiikution, we may not be far from 
the truth. 

3. It is evident this rate of population coidd 
not go on long.. The earth woold.be over* 
peopled in a few centuries beyond the physical 
possibility of subsistence. The interval between 
tiie time of the deluge, and of Jacob's removal 
into Egypt, according to the scripture chrono- 
Ic^, is six hundred and fwty years, or thirty-^ 
two periods of doubling. At this supposed rate 
the number of mankind originating from three 
pairs at the deluge would amount to abput 



• This statement is taken from Mr. David Booth's Disserta-* 
tion on the Increase of Population, and the Means of Subsis- 
t«nee, puMished by Mr. Godwin. 
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twenty-five thousand millions when Jacob joiir-' 
neyed into Egypt, — a much greater number than 
the whole earth ever did or can support. 

4. Accordingly checks have occurred in every 
age and nation that have much retarded this ex*< 
treme rate of population, but very diflferent in 
their nature, and in the extent of their opei^atioii 
in different ages and nations. 

d. The ultimate and insurmountable check to 
the increase of mankind is the impracticability 
of procuring food, even at the lowest rate, for 
more than a limited number. The absolute 
want of food, however, has seldom been the ac- 
tual check to population, and the earth has never 
been peopled to the extent it is capable of main* 
taining. A large portion of the earth is still 
uninhabited, or very thinly inhabited. In the 
most improved countries there is much imper- 
feody cultivated, and very little brought to thc^ 
litmost pitch of fertility of which it is guseep* 
tible. 

6. TOiere is reason to believe that, with few 
exceptions, the number of mankind has increased 
in every age, and extended farther, though at ^ 
rate gradually diminishing item the increase of 
checks, resulting from the increase of numbe^rQ^ 

7. Mr. Malthus^ founds muoh tq[M>n the dif-* 
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ferent nature of geometrical progression, fay 
which, from the human constitution, there is a 
tendency for mankind to multiply, and the aritb* 
metical progression by which he supposes an 
additional quantity of food may be procured. 
We do not think him altogether correct in this 
last position. The power of procuring addir 
tional food depends on the industry and skill of 
the cultivators, and the extent and fertility (^ 
unoccupied land, and may, in some cases, ad- 
vance much beyond the arithmetical rate of an 
equal increase in an equal time. 

We have no reason to believe that mankind 
ever existed in a state altogether venatory to any 
great extent, or for any considerable length of 
time. The only remains of that state now are 
to be found among the savage tribes of North 
American Indians, and these are now nearly ex- 
tinct. The pastoral and nomadic state has been 
far more extensive and of longer duration, and 
still prevails in extensive regions of the earth. 
Cattle, in that state, furnish the chief food of 
mankind ; and as the increase of cattle, as well 
as that of mankind, goes on in geometrical pro- 
gression, and even doubles in a shorter period, 
there is no reason why the suj^ly of food shoidd 
liot keep pace with the increase of mankind. 
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however rapid, so long as there is a suflftcieht 
range of pasture land; and the ambulatory ha- 
bits of men in that state would render their 
change of country, in quest of pasture, a matter 
of no hardship. 

-i' By degrees the agricultural system, at first 
from clioice, rather than necessity, is blended 
with the pastoral, and in time obtains a supe- 
riority over it. The earth yields its produce to 
the agriculturist in consequence of cultivation, 
and so long as there is enough of fertile land to 
cultivate, that quantity of food produced will be 
in proportion to the number of cultivators, and go 
on, as they do, in geometrical progression. In- 
deed, when fertile unappropriated land becomes 
scarce, and recourse is held to more sterile soils, 
the case is extremely different. 
^> 8. The number of mankind has thus a ten- 
dency to increase, somewhat according to a 
geometrical progression, but at a rate which 
becomes slower as the population increases. 
The food which they can procure also advances 
at first by geometrical progression, but this is 
kept back by checks, still m6re operative than 
those which take place to retard the increase of 
mankind. Of these the most prominent is, the 
necessity of liaving recourse to the cultivation 
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of more sterile Boils^ after all the fertile ones 
are brought into full culture. As the utmost 
possible extent of population is limited by tiie 
quantity of food which the land^ fertile or sterile^ 
and all cultivated as well as possible, could 
maintain, so the utmost actual extent is limited 
by the increased labour requisite fw the pro^ 
duetion of food from barren soils. If a tract of 
land, though capable of being brought to a state 
in which it will yield some food for mionkind, 
requires the work of noore labourers than can be 
maintained on what it can be made to produce^ 
it is evident it never will be cultivated. Nor 
will cultivation even nearly reach that limit 
The cultivators must have clothes, habitation, and 
other acconmiodations, as well as food. If ihey 
cannot obtain these from the produce of the 
land, they will cease to cultivate it, though no 
rent be demanded. 

9. The extent cf cultivation, in regard to 
barren soils, is therefore connected with the 
measure of accommodation and comfort which 
the labouring classes can obtain in the existing 
state of society. TTie agriculturist must obtain 
an equal share of these with the other classesi, 
and as every friend to humanity wishes this as 
ample as circumstances will admit, it is not 
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desirable that \and, belaw Hk certain d^ree of 
fertility^ should be oultiv^ted. If the diapQsiaUe 
part of the produce will afford very fewc<»nfoi;tar 
to the agricultural labourer^ the ma^s of th^ 

society must be in a state equally indigent. The 
same observation applies to tjie bestowing addi- 
tional labour on more fertile soils, to bring them ,. 
to a higher state of cultivation. The question 
recurs, does the additional produce repay the 
additional labour at an equal rate as other labour 
is remunerated ? Improvements in agriculture, 
however, which lessen the requisite labour on 
soils of whatever quality, may render the culti-^ 
vation of more sterile soils eligible, and is of 
advantage to society*. 

* There is much land which cannot be brought into a state of 
cultivation without a heavy expense, but, when once brought in," 
may be retained so at a moderate expense, and give a retura 
adequate thereto. Should such land be cultivated ? If we con- 
sider this as a mere question of loss or gain, we would answei^ 
in the negative. The proprietor or farmer who improved it 
would be a loser, for we suppose the first expense greater than 
the value of the land after improvement. But, if we extend ouf 
view to the general good of the country, we must consider the 
cultivation as desirable. The loss is only in the first instance, 
the improvement of the country extends to future generations. 
But how shall such improvements be carried into execution > 
Some proprietors have a laudable pride in the cultivation of 
their estates, and will make exertions which, though not con-^ 
formable to narrow prudence, confer an important advantage 
on the country. We have known considerable tracts of very 
rough ground, in the vicinity of a trading town, brought into a 
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10. Although we have taken a view some* 
what differ^it from Mr. Malthus, ei the relatiye 
progress of population and food, we agree 
with him in the chief point, that the fcmner 
must in time outstrip the latter, l^^tever 
adrances at a rate of geometrical prc^ression, 
however low the rate, must in time amount to 
an indefinite number, and surpass the progress 
of what is limited by an insurmountable barrier. 
This point is incontestable. 
. 11. The time in which the progress of popu- 
lation is likely to surpass the practicaUe iii- 
erease of population is an important considera- 
tion. In this we are inclined to assume a middle 
rate between Dr. Wallace and Mr. Malthus. 
Tlie former considers it as a very distant event, 
^he latter as very near, or already at hand. We 
do not think it so remote as the former supposes, 
or so near as the latter apprehends. The ulmost 
possible increase by procreation is limited by 
the human constitution. If we state at five in 
the hundred yearly, which is equivalent to a rate 
of doubling in about fifteen years, we surely 
take it high enough, ^n additional quantity of 

high state of ciilti?ation, by Uie more opulent citizens, each 
improving a small portion, at an expense, perhaps, never repaid, 
but extending a scene of fertility to some miles distance from 
the town to which it owed its improvement. 
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food^ amounting to one-4wen4ieth at most, will 
be what is wanted foi* the additional number <^ 
.mouths produced in one year. Indeed, less will 
be sufficient, as young children do not require 
the average allowance. There does not seem 
to be much difficulty at present in Britain, and 
other countries in similar circumstances, of pro- 
curing that quantity by more extensive or bett^ 
culture. Suppose that no more food was raised 
than before for one year, the consequence would 
only be that the people must be served with a 
sparer diet, to the extent of one-twentieth, 
foreign commerce being out of the question. 
IHs is no very heavy calamity, yet would be 
sufficient to raise the price of provisions so much 
as to give a stimulus to agricidture, and thereby 
produce a sufficiency to give an allowance in the 
following year as ample as before; and the 
increase of agricultural produce might thus keep 
pace with that of population for a considerable 
number of years. 

12. We are led by these observations to mo- 
dify Mr. Malthus's doctrine, that agriculture is 
the efficient cause of population, not population 
of agriculture. No more land will ever be cul- 
tivated than so much as there is a demand for the 
produce of. In a comitry, therefore, where the 
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agricultural system has commenced, but which 
is as yet thinly inhabited, much land of consr- 
deraUe fertility will remain uncultivated, but 
ready to yield a {dentiful return, so soon as it is 
subjected to the labour of the agriculturist In 
this state food being easily procured, mankind 
will multiply rapidly, and more land will be gra^ 
dually brought into cultivation to supply their 
wants. So long as this continues, population is 
the efficient cause of agriculture, not agriculture 
of population. When there is no Imiger an ex* 
tent of fertile land remaining uncultivated, and 
when there is a population sufficient to consume 
what the country in its present state produces, 
and no means of foreign supply, then population 
will be checked by the difficulty, and ultimately 
by the impossibility of procuring food, and can 
only be increased by more extensive or better 
agriculture. Then, according to Mr. Malthus, 
agriculture may be accounted the efficient cause 
of population. 

13. Although a time must come when the in- 
crease of population will be checked by want of 
subsistence, if other checks be not interposed, 
yet so long as there are means of increasing the 
quantity of food in a couiitry to mfeet the addi- 
tional demand for a considerable number of years. 
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witiiout any esdejatial diminution of comfort, 
there is no oecasion to have recourse to any 
|K>liticaI regulation for checking the progress of 
population. We Bee but little into what lies in 
the recesses of futurity, and should not adopt 
measures which impair present happiiiess> from 
tiie apprehension of remote consequences^ which 
may never occur, being intercepted by othei* 
causes, at present beyond our view. 

14. Admitting that the agriculture of Britain, 
or any other old country, were brought to such 
a pitch as to be imsusceptible of much further 
improvement, we might, nevertheless, give enr 
couragement to population, providing the mean6 
of emigration were easily within reach. Such 
is the state of Britain at present in regard to 
America. That quarter of the world presents 
immense tracts of land uninhabited, or very 
thinly inhabited, and, though of considerable 
fertility, very little cultivated. The means of 
emigration to these countries is not very diffi- 
cult, and liey are not likely to be fully peopled 
for ages. They aflford, therefore, a resource for 
renioving a redundant population, likely to con- 
tinue as long as human foresight can I'each, sub- 
ject, however, to the difficulty and expense 
which must always attend emigration. Australia 
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also affi[>rd8 ao extensiTe field for etrngntioB^ 
although, on account of the distance, attended 
with greater difficulties. Goyemment shouM 
afford every facility to emigration, and has d<H]e 
so of late ; though at a former period, when diffe- 
rent opinions were entertained, the general po- 
licy was rather to discourage it. Direct assis- 
tance in money to defray the expense of the pas* 
sage, and the first wants of the emigrants, may 
also be given to a certain extent, though under 
requisite limitations. This has also been done. 
It haa been proposed that the money thus ad- 
vanced should be repaid by instalments, as the 
land allotted to the settlers was brought intocul- 
tivation, and a lien retained in the grant for that 
purpose. The validity of this security for re- 
payment may be equivocal, but the supply of our 
manufactures to these settlers, before they had 
arrived at a state in which they could manufetc- 
facture for themselves with advantage, would 
probably afford a sufficient compensation to the 
parent coimtry for what aid they had afforded to 
the emigrants. 

15. We fully agree with Mr. Malthus that no 
stimulus should be given to population by any 
direct political measure, and therefore that the 
encouragement given to early marriage among 
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the lower ranks by maiBtaining all the children 
above a certam number, and that not a large one, 
from the poors' rates, is improper ; and the poor* 
laws, SQ far as they establish such a claim, should, 
after due intimaticm, be repealed. This is the 
chief point which Mr. Malthus desires to esta- 
blish, and it has our unqualified approbation; 
We do not approve of the poor-laws in general^ 
especially that part of them which supplies part 
of thie necessary wages of the labouring classes 
from that fund. Tliis has the effect of confounding 
the views of charity and legal right, and of doing 
away the sense of degradation at receiving elee- 
mosynary support, so natural to an unsophisti- 
cated mind, and so beneficial to society. If re- 
course to poors' rates be admitted, we think it 
should be limited to cases of age and sicknesi^ 
or other severe distress, and of widows left witii 
young families. 

16. We do not, however, go so far as to im- 
pute any blame to charitable persons who may 
give pecuniary aid^to some in the lower ranks 
whom they are inclined to favour, though it may, 
in sonde instances, induce them to marry earlier 
than they would otherwise do. Such acts of 
beneficence generally proceed from laudable mo^ 
tives, and are not likely to be so frequent as to 
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produce any hurtM effect oq the mass of 
society. We \i^ould never inculcate any doc- 
trine, the tendency of which was to harden the 
human heiurt against the demands of want and 
misery, to increase the separation between the 
opulent and the indigent, and induce a temper 
alike inconsistent with the spirit of the christian 
religion, and the dictates of humanity. 

17. Admitting that no encouragement be 
given to early marriage by allowing a legal pro- 
vision to the children, shoidd we go any fttfther? 
Should we prohibit, or at least discourage, such 
mai*riages by any positive enactment ? We think 
not. If measures undertaken with a view to 
this could be rendered eflfectual, which woidd 
not be easily done, the increase of licentiousness 
would be almost the inevitable consequence ; and 
this is too serious an evil, whether considered in 
a religious, moral, or political point of view, to 
be slightly regarded* Should a positive restric- 
tion, however^ be judged necesss^y, perhaps 
something of the following kind might be the 
least exceptionable. Married women and wi- 
dows are entitled, by the laws of this and other 
well governed states, to certain legal privileges. 
Might ndt these be refused, or restricted, when 
the woman, at the time of her marriage, was under 
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a specified age f Thus might hate ike effect^ ia 
•frequetit instances, of mducing young perscms 
who had formed an attachment to eajch other> to 
•defer their marriage till ttie woman had obtained 
the specified age. A breach of chastity between 
them before marriage to incur the same or a 
higher legal disqualification than ft marriage 
before the limited time. If the morals of the 
parties be not previously deptaved, their enter"* 
taining such views, and not a very distant pro*- 
spect of obtaining the completion of tiieir desires, 
seem to afford as favourable a ground of expec" 
tation of restraining licentiousness as any mea^- 
sure merely human can afford. We have, how* 
ever, suggeisted this measure not as what we ap- 
prove of, but as the least hurtful, if any of the 
kind be had recourse to. Our opinion is, that in 
these matters government should not interfere, 
18. Though we do not approve of very early 
marriages, we are still more averse to very late 
ones. We believe the attachments formed in 
early life for the most part lead to the hapj^est 
unions, and our observations concur wilh those 
of Dr. Franklin, that the sentiments of the par- 
ties mould more into conformity with each 6ther 
when young and flexible. TRie frequent in- 
stances of divorce amoiig the higher ranks from 
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jnarriages contracted at a period of life when 
interest is the prevailing motive, afford a lament* 
able proof how little such marriages are desire 
able. Mr. Mallhus observes, " That the ex- 
pression, late marriages, refers to no particular 
age, but is entirely ccmiparative. The marriages 
in England are later than in France, the natural 
consequence of that prudence and respectability 
generated by a better government. Two or three 
years in the average of marriage, by lengthening 
each generation, and tending, in a small degree, 
both to diminish the prolificness of marriages, 
and the number of bom living to be married^ 
may make a considerable difference in the rate 
of increase, and be adequate to allow for a con- 
i^fiderably diminished mortality. But I would 
by no means talk of any limits. The only plain 
and intelligible measure with regard to mar- 
riage is the having a iair prospect of being able 
to maintain a family.'^ — ^Vol. iii. pages 361-2. 
In these observations we fully concur. 

19. There is no point in which we differ more 
from Mr. Malthus than in his abhorrence of the 
potatoe. If that, or any other species of food, 
were unfavourable to the health and vigour of 
the human frame, and especially if, by the re- 
acticm of the body on the mind, it had a prejudi- 
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cial influence on the noblest part of our nature^ 
this would form a most imperious reason for dis- 
couraging the use of such food. But there seem 
no good groimds for entertaining such an opinion 
in regard to the potatoe* Dr. Smith asserts a 
contrary one, and we think the reasons he as- 
signs for doing so are satisfactory ; they concur 
with our own observatio0s. ^ In many districts 
of Scotland the potatoe furnishes a considerable 
portion of the food of the lower ranks, without 
any apparent injury to dieir health or welfare ; 
nor is such a supposed injury, though Mr. Mal- 
thus insinuates something of this kin(^, the point 
on which he chiefly rests his argument. The 
purport of his reasoning is, that the facility of 
procuring food, afforded by the prolific nature of 
the potatoe, gives undue encouragement to early 
marriages, and, consequently, to redundant po- 
pulation, which, not being able to find employ- 
ment, from a want of proportional capital, is re- 
duced to a state of wretchedness. Such reason- 
ing appears to lead to inadmissible consequences, 
and not to accord well with the principal doc- 
trines which Mr. Malthus aims to establish. 
These require us, because we cannot increwe 
food beyond a certain measure y to limit popida- 
tion to that measure. But if we c|in maintain a 
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greater number by introducing a moare productive 
kind of food, why not do so ? If the same ground 
will support a much greater number of m^i 
when applied for raising potatoes than wheats 
why not ^ply it accordingly ? If we can find 
another plant still more productive than the po» 
tatoe, why not have recourse to it^ and supersede 
the potatoe in its turn? Mr. Malthus's reason- 
ing leads to this> that to suj^ess redundant po«^ 
pulation we should lessen the quantity of fi)od, 
by raising a lesa productive kind; when we have 
a better one in our power. The same reasmimg 
should induce us to lay aside wheat, and subsd- 
tute for it some less productive plant, or lead u« 
to consider it as desirable that the fertflity of th^ 
earth were diminished, to save the risk of mafie; 
kind increasing too &st^ from the facility they 
find in procuring food for their children^ 

The argument adduced by Mr. Malthws, Ibf 
the oommE^ people of a coontry living chiefly 
upon the dearest grain, appears to us untenable. 
" When they live principally on wheat, as they 
do in England, they have great resources in a 
scarcity^ and barley, oats,^ rice, cheap soups, and 
potatoes, all present themselves as less expen- 
sive, yet at the same time wholesome »K^ns of 
nourishment ; but when their habitual food is the 
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towefA in the acale^ they appear to be absolutely 
witiiout resource, except in the bark of trees, 
like the poor Swedes, and a great porticm of 
them must necessarily be starved.'' — ^Book iv. 
ehap< xi 

The altoinment of the substitutes here j»ror 
posed geeras impracticahle. While wheat is tibie 
chief food used in the country, no more potatoes!, 
or other food, wUl be raised than what i« re- 
quired for the subordinate consumption oi thei^e 
kinds of food> in aid of that which is chiefly 
depended on. In a bad season, the wheat faila^ 
Suppose one-tenth of the food usually consisted 
of potatoes, there could not be more than that 
quantity expected in such a year, nor even s^ 
much as the usual quantity of barley and oats, aa 
these crops are likely to suffer from the same 
inclemency of the weather which renders the 
wheat crop deficient Supply^ in such a dis- 
tressing case, muj3t, if practicable, be derived 
bom other sources. 

20. We are mudit more favourable to the 
cottage system, and the practice of cottagers 
keeping cows, than Mr, Malthus, and some other 
inodern writers on political eeoncsny, and have 
«gssignedourreason8> — Chap, xiip, 192. We are 
w^ll pleased that Mr. Malthua partially retracts 
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(book iv« diap, xiiL) what he had advanedd ki^a 
former chapter against that system^ and thereby 
approaches nearer to our sentiments on the 
subject. 

21. It is, we believe, an undoubted fact^ that 
the human race advances more rigidly in popur 
lation in its earlier stages/, and that the rate of 
increase becomes dower with the prepress of 
art and civilization. This arises from the dif- 
ference of habits that accompany the change g£ 
the state of society, and is likely to operate still 
more powerfully as art and civilization are 
X5arried to a higher pitch, and, without haying 
recourse to harsh measures, may be cfxpected to 
restrain the progress of population within the 
necessary limits. Mr. Malthus admits this doo- 
trine to a considerable extent, and states it t&us : 
" Consequently, admitting the- desir^leness of 
tlie end (the diminished proportion of births), 
it is not necessary to risk the promulgation of 
any new opinions which may alarm the pre- 
judices of the poor, and the eflfects of which we 
cannot with certainty foresee ; but we have only 
to proceed in improving our civil polity, con- 
ferring the benefits of education upon all, and 
removing every obstacle to the general extension 
of all those privileges and advantages which 
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may be enjoyed in common ; and we may h^ 
quite sure that the effect, to which I look for- 
ward, and which can alone render these advan- 
tages permanent, will follow. 

'^ I acknowledge the truth and force of this 
argument, and have only to observe, that it is 
difficult to perceive that we should not proceed 
with more celerity and certainty towards the 
end in view, if the principal causes which tend 
to promote or retard it were generally known. 
In particular, I cannot help looking forward to 
a very decided improvement in thie habits and 
temper of the lower classes, when their real 
situation has been clearly explained to them ; 
and if this were done gradually and cautiously, 
and accompanied with proper moral and religious 
instructicms, I should not expect any danger 
firom it, &c.'' — ^Vol. iii. Appendix, p. 375. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

ARTIFICIAL STATO OP SOCIETY. 

In the foregoing part of this treatise, aod 
especially in chap, xv., we have delineated a 
state of society, which the princij^es of human 
nature and the means in the power of man. 
naturally lead to, and in which he may enjoy a 
considerable measure of comfort and prosperity^ 
The ejQ^ient cause of his obtaining the neees*. 
saries and convenii^aces of life is his industirjit^ 
ai^i skill; and Ihe motive for putting these in 
action, is his desire of obtaining such objectSy 
at the g^mie tinoe that the exertions made to 
obtain th^zi contribute to the more important 
end of intellectual improvement. The fruits, of 
his labour are greatly increased by the use of 
tools and the division of employment, without 
some measure of which he could do little ; but 
the most useful of the former are easily pro- 
cured, and are possessed by the rudest tribes; 
and the first step in the latter, the division of 
the farmer from the artizan, and of this last into 
the separate emjJoyments of mason, carpenter, 
smith, weaver, and a few others, is easily at- 
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tained, and even this step contributes, perhaps, 
more to the extension of comfort, than others 
which are more complex, and of later attain- 
ment. In this state, any increase in the quantity 
or efficacy o£ industry would increase the general 
quantity of commodities, and consequently the 
portion that should fall to the shaxe of each 
member of the society. This state does not 
require an equality of wealth and station, though 
it does not accord with extreme inequality; 
tieither does it exclude the advantages which 
ecmmierce may bestow, by supplying bettev 
fiaaterials for clothing, and other purposes, than 
our own country affords, or even articles for 
direct consumption. But its principal fonnda** 
tion is the products of general industry, employed 
for the most part upon native commodities, pre? 
paired for the use of the inhabitants, and con- 
sumed by them. 

When we take a survey of the different 
civilized countries of the earth, we seldom 
see this picture realized in any considerable 
degree, and never to its full extent. Those 
who advocate it are generally treated as enthu-*- 
siastic visionaries. In countries where art has 
been longest established, and where wealth seems 
most to abound, we often find the great mass of 
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the community placed in very uncomfortable 
circumstances, and unable to derive any consi- 
derable advantage from their industry. Capital, 
in this state, is held requisite to put industry in 
motion, and to find a market for the articles 
produced becomes a principal object. The 
operative part of the conununity, from the low- 
liess of their circiunstances, only consume a 
small part. The consumption of the rich and 
luxurious takes off so much more ; but there is 
still a surplus of commodities which must be 
taken off by foreign commerce, and purchased 
by less skilful or less active nations, for anything 
they have to give in return. In countries highly 
commercial, such as Britain, the quantity of 
manufactured goods we can dispose of to other 
nations is considered as the basis of our pros- 
perity, and even as necessary for our existence. 
This state of society may be accounted artificial. 
It proceeds from the natural state above described 
by gradual steps, but the extremes are marked 
by the most obvious and important distinctions. 

Here, several points of the highest importance 
present themselves to our consideration. Is 
this artificial state of society desirable ? Does 
it, on the whole, promote human happiness ? 
Should we endeavour by artificial stimulus to 



Digitized by 



Google 



ARTIFICIAL STATE Ol? SOCIEn\ 357 

accelerate its progress? or, should we rather 
use means to retard it? Is it practicable to do 
so ? If practicable, is It expedient? Supposing 
it already extensively established, and followed 
with hurtful consequences, would it be prac- 
ticable^ or would it be wise to endeavour to 
retrace the steps by which it has advanced, and 
return to a state of greater simplicity ? If the 
progress towards this highly artificial state be 
inevitable, and on the whole beneficial, by what 
means can we best prevent, or retard, or alleviate 
the evils which accompany it ? 

If the mass of accumulated wealth be the 
ultimate object, there is no doubt that the highly 
artificial state of society will fiimish the largest 
state, and should be promoted by every effectual 
means, and such sentiments will always be 
entertained by the generality, after the system 
has made considerable progress. But to those 
who consider wealth as only desirable, so far as 
it is the means of promoting human welfare, the 
solution of the question will not appear so easy. 

In the earliest stages of society every man 
may obtain land of tolerable fertility, without 
purchase or rent, and can raise a sufficiency of 
food by part of the labour which a man of or- 
dinary industry exerts. The remainder df his 
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labour is applied to procure him lodging, cloth- 
ing, and other articles of convenience or com- 
fort, either by his exercising mechanical employ- 
ments himself, or by raising more provisicms 
•than h6 has occasion for, provided he have 
access to a market for disposing o£ what is 
superfluous. So long as this state continues, 
there is a certain portion of comfort which na- 
turally falls to his share. But, when all the 
land is appropriated, the price of provisi(ms 
which he then must purchase may be so high, 
and the returns he can receive for his labour so 
low, as to render his situation hard, or even 
destitute. Having no land to cultivate, he may 
suffer from want of food, though placed in the 
midst of a fertile cultivated country. 

In consequence of the division of labour, the 
mass of labourers, being only trained to one 
kind of work, are unfit for any other, and when 
demand for that branch fails, they are reduced 
to severe distress. The man who has been bred 
to the loom, and has always wrought at it, per- 
haps at one branch of the weaving trade, is ill- 
qualified to build a cottage for himself, to supply 
it with furniture, or to make the tods requisite 
for the exercise of his own craft. Eveti in 
opulent countries, where trade and manufactures 
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are in general flourishing, demand in particular 
branches frequently fails, and those who were 

engaged in them are little qualified, and always 
unwilling to turn to any other kind of employ- 
ment. The sudden introduction of machinery, 
to perform, by other powers, what was formerly 
done by human labour, is another cause of 
throwing labourers out of employment. This 
has frequently led to the unhappy consequence 
of urging the discarded workmen to rise in 
mobs, to demolish machinery, and commit other 
outrages, for the suppression of which recourse 
to harsh measures becomes necessary. These 
evils are most likely to happen in manufactures 
which require extensive premises and com- 
plicated machinery, and where, consequently, a 
great number of workmen are collected together; 
and the distress occasioned by stagnation of 
demand is most likely to take place when the 
demand arises from foreign trade, which many 
causes, altogether beyond the power of the 
manufacturer to prevent, and which even Govern- 
ment cannot overcome, may put a stop to, or 
divert into a different channel. 

Under the artificial systei^, capital being con- 
sidered as necessary to put industry in motion, 
the number of labourers that may 6xist, and the 
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wages and mnsare of eomfwt they may obtaki, 
islield to d^end on the amount of capital pofi- 
sessed by some portion of the community. 
Capital is said to be required for three purposes, 
— for supplying the labourer with materials, for 
maintaining him during the time that intervenes 
between the commencement of his labours and 
receiving its price, and for furnishing the re- 
quisite tools for the exercise of his craft. 

The last of these is chiefly that which is fre- 
quently deficient. Nature, assisted by culture, 
affords, in most countries, at a certain season of 
the year, a supply of food sufficient, in ordinary 
dusies, to maintain the inhabitants for the wh(de 
yewr; and thus, when the harvest is ccmcluded, 
there is a store of food provided, and in possession 
of a part of the community, for the subsistence 
of the whole, till the ensuing harvest The 
materials on which the labourer has to operate 
are chiefly those subservient to clothing, build- 
ing, and furniture ; and most coimtrks afford a 
sufficiency of these, though great advantage may 
often be gained by importing more commodious 
articles in exchange for others that can be qiared. 
In Britain, the chief materials for clothing are 
wool, flax, cotton, and silk. The two former 
partially^ and die two latter entirely imported. 
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Yet, there is no doubt, the two former alone ' 
might aflfbrd us very comfortable clothing, and ^ 
might be raised in sufficient quantities to supply 
all our wants of that kind. Wood and stone, ^ 
the chief materials for building, are generally at 
hand. i't7aiSHi\t siaii ^dj ^(siiiib laiii annibijfaftwii 
In regard to tools, the case is widely different, i 
though even as to these there is much diversity, 
according to the nature of the work, and the 
state to which art has advanced. The tools of 
the husbandman are not very complex. The 
spade is a cheap instrument, the plough and the 
harrow are not very expensive. In mechanic f 
arts, the requisite tools are generally much more 
complex and expensive, though more so in some 
employments than others. The carpenter is * 
rarely at a loss for a hammer or an axe ; but 
to supply a modern carpenter's shop with all the > 
tools required, for the execution of the nicer ' 
parts of his art, is no easy matter. The weaver's 
loom, even that adapted for plain work, is a • 
complex instrument, and the machinery used in 
the nicer branches of that art much more so, and 
the expense of providing them forms a large 
portion of the necessary price of the manufac- ^ 
tured commodity. The premises required for » 
their commodious application cannot be erected 
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without great expense, and all this must foe 
incurred, and consequently capital provided, loi^ 
before a return is expected. An extensive 
manufactory, even when most successful, never 
repays the expense of its erection for many years, 
and the undertaker lays his account with this, 
and regulates his measures accordingly. 

Metals are an essential ingredient in the for- 
mation of tools, and are also required for many 
other important purposes. These, unless ob- 
tained by foreign conunerce, which at present is 
out of the question, require the operations of 
mining and forging, both very expensive, and 
in which a great deal of capital must be invested, 
and labour exerted, long before any return can 
be drawn. 

When a commodity is consumed at home, the 
tradesman who makes it may, and generally does, 
receive its price so soon as the article is com- 
pleted and delivered to the consumer, or not long 
after ; but when it is intended for foreign con- 
sumption, it is long before any return can be 
looked for. The immediate workman is not^ in 
general, able to abide this delay. He sells his 
conmiodity to the exporting merchant, who must 
be possessed of the requisite capital, and must 
draw a suitable return from the price whiek the 
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commodity bears abroad. If that fall below tiie 
requisite rate he ceases to purchase ; the commo- 
dity stagnates; the workman is thrown idk; 
misery, and often lawless riot, are the fatal con- 
sequences. 

The progress of art, and increasing efficacy of 
labour, in providing the commodities which men 
desire, cannot be prevented. TRie accumulation 
of capital is the necessary consequence of the 
desire which most men have to improve their 
circumstsuices ; and an increase of skill results 
from experience and observation, and the supe- 
rior ingenuity of some individuals. Any attempts 
to stop its progress would deserve severe repro- 
bation; nor are any such likely to be under- 
taken : yet it is, perhaps, to be desired that the 
progress should be gradual. 

The mass of conunodities is increased by the 
superior efficaey of better directed human la*- 
hour, and by the substitution of other powers to 
accomplish the work which was formerly dcme 
by that labour* The quantity of human labour 
requisite for the direction of these powers, ahd 
constructing the necessary machinery, is much 
less than was formerly employed for tl^ direct 
execution of the work, wA, QCHaia€iquen%, the 
supply of eonmioditiea more ample, mi the com- 
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mtmityiiiore affluent; and, unless there be some- 
thing very faulty in the constitution of the so- 
ciety, a portion of this wealth will flow tiirough 
every rank. 

The most eligible way of consuming the addi* 
ti(mal commodities produced by the improve- 
ments which have been introduced, is their more 
plentiful use by the mass of the community. One 
of the most remarkable improvements in art 
which has taken place in Britain within the last 
half century is that in the cotton manufactory, 
by ihe machinery invented by Arkwri^t and 
others. Though the manufactured article is 
exported to a great extent, the home consump- 
tion is still a superior object ; and it is obvious 
that the natives, especially the female sex, are 
better clothed than they were before. There 
can be no reasonable doubt that there would be 
ain equal improvement in their lodging, and 
other accommodations, providing the mechanic 
professions which supply these were susceptible 
of improvement in the same degree that has 
tsken place in the cotton manufacture. 

The consumption of a larger portion of com- 
modities requires a change of habit in the con- 
sumers, and this change is only effected gra- 
dually. If the increased mass produced exceed 
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the additional consumption, and the surplus be 
not taken off by foreign commerce, the evils 
above-mentioned must ensue. This considera- 
tion may lead to caution in the application of 
any artificial stimulus for the extension of pro- 
duction, before a correspondent increase in con- 
sumption can be rendered available. When 
production is pushed beyond the measure of con- 
sumption and demand, the evil cures itself by 
the glut of the market and loss incurred by the 
producers ; but as this does not take place till 
much misery has been endured, it is better if it 
can be averted by a more gradual increase in 
production. 

A reason, somewhat different, which may ren- 
der gradual increase of production desirable, is 
taken from the natui'al and necessary limits of 
wealth and art. These are not susceptible of 
endless accumulation, though the precise extent 
to which they may be carried cannot be ascer- 
tained. There is, however, a limit, and the ^ 
nearer this limit is approached, the progress 
will be slower. Now the happiness of an indi- 
vidual in civilized society does not depend so 
much on the extent of his wealth, as on its being 
in a state of progression. The man who from a 
moderate outset gradually improves his circmn- 
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stanoeSi and increaies his means oi ccmSartymIL 
generally have more enjoyment tban another,, 
who, begimimg with superior wealth, . spends 
his life in a uniform luxurious train* The same 
observation implies to communities. That com< 
munity which is advancing in wealth and art^ 
may be accounted more prospercms thim that 
which is already farther advanced, but has now 
ceased to make progress. This argument ap 
pears to us to have some weight We are 
aware> however, that it will generally be thought 
far-fetched, and the apprehended evil too remote, 
to deserve consideration. 

We cannot, however, think lightly of the 
check which is given to intellectual improve- 
ment, when division of labour is carried to a 
great extent, by confining the labourer, almost 
daring his whole time, to the repetition of the 
same operation, with nothing to exdte his ener- 
gies. The far greater part of such workmen 
merely execute what they are taught and (U* 
rectedj and think of nothing more. Not one in 
a hundred makes any improvement in the m«* 
chinery of his art, or the way of employing it; 
In regard to the few who make improvements^ 
the mental exertion thereby brought into action 
is very beneficial to them, yet it is generdly con^ 
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fined within the narrow housds.of the mtehinery 
of a particular craft. If the man who spends 
twelve or fifteen hours a day in the manufactory^ 
repeating the same uniform operation, should 
spend an hour or two, after his work is over, ia 
the ale-house, among his fellow workmen, who 
have passed the day in the same manner, this is 
a wretched resource for solacement ; and a life 
spent in this way is far from promising to raise 
the human mind to that degree of intellectual 
and moral improvement of which it is suscepti- 
ble, and to which it ought to b^ the object of 
civil institutions to advance it. 

In a former part of this treatise we mentioned 
with favour the cottage system, under the belief 
that it was desirable the tradesman should em- 
ploy some part of his time in the cultivation of a 
small patch of ground, or garden, where his situa- 
tion rendered it practicable. This, if not a per- 
fect remedy, seems one of the best palliatives 
for the serious evil above-mentioned. 
x\ We are aware of the difficulties which attend 
this branch of our inquiry, both in regard to the 
objects we should aim at, the means of attaining 
them, and the restrictions with which they 
should be guarded. On the whole we are in- 
clined to adopt the following maxims. 
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Whatever increases ihe efficacy of human la^ 
hour, or performs by other powers what was for^ 
merly done by that labour, tends to mcrease the 
mass of human enjoyments, and its ultimate con- 
sequence must be beneficiaL Improvements in 
the weaving craft have the effect of affording us 
better clothing with the same labour ; and if all 
our wants of that kind be supplied by a smaller 
number of hands, there will be a greater number 
to provide convenieucies of other kinds : nor 
does there seem any limit to the enlargement of 
the mass of commodities, while improvements in 
art can supply them, till every desire of men be 
universally and fully gratified; an event not 
likely to take place. We, therefore, consider 
every improvement in art which tends to increase 
production as desirable, and that the reasons ad- 
duced in opposition thereto from numbers being 
thereby thrown out of employment are not ad- 
missible when the ultimate result is regarded. 

But though every improvement is beneficial 
in the long run, the rapid increase of production 
may not be attended with a simultaneous in- 
crease of consumption, and the evils resulting 
from this are too weighty to be disregarded. 
It is desirable that the mass of the cconmimity 
have the means, and then it will not be loi^ 
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-before they have the desire of enjoying a larger 
share of comforts, and consequently increasing 
the general consumption. If production be en- 
larged beyond that measure, and the surplus not 
taken off by foreign commerce, the evils above- 
mentioned must follow. 

We are far from thinking that, under any 
circumstances, the efficacy of improvements in 
art should be checked by any restrictive regu* 
lation, and, as far as we recollect, nothing of that 
kind has ever been attempted by any legislature*. 
If attempted, we believe it would be ineffectual. 
The attempts made by the mob to check the use 
of machinery, by destroying the machines^ have 
never succeeded. 

But though we would never approvfe of any 
coercive measures to restrict production, the 
considerations above suggested may have suffi- 
cient weight to abate our zeal for its rapid pro- 
motion, and the application of direct encourage- 
ment for that purpose, especially when the 
eonsumption chiefly depends on a foreign and 
l^^ecarious commerce. 

We are decidedly of opinion that those 
branch€(s of industry are most beneficial, and 
deserve most encouragement, the production^ 
of which are chiefly used at home, being 

2B 
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«iq[died to tha comfort c^ the mass of the 
immunity. 

For obtaining this end, the labouring eiasses 
mart be aUe to purchase ; ^[^ey must receive 
•good wages. Mr. Rieardo, we thinks first ad^ 
vanced the doctrine, that the vakae «f the arkidie 
produced must be divided betwe^ the capitalist 
and the labourer. -We caimot increase tiie shave 
of the one wi^out diminishing that of lliie odusr. 
We cannot raise the wages of ldiK)ur witfioHt 
lowering the profits of oi^tal> and «tetf wrsA . 

When a commodity is ready for us^» it hafi a 
certain TaliM, resulting from its appJidutioQ to 
the 'maint^Eiance or comfort of man. A part «f 
this value falls tp^^the proprietor <m whose hmi 
the. materbU which formed^ the faanl of the 
commodity, was raised. This^ bcong satisfi^^ 
4jie remainder is divided between the eapitaligt 
Jid)0. furnishes the machinery used in its pte* 
paraticHi and the necessary advance, and die 
varioi^ labourers employed on it, from the faiiiMar 
who raises the material^ to the meebamc who 
completes the work. So far Mr. Rijsai^iQ^^s 
doctrine seems incontrovertible. The vidue of 
th^ commodity is a given quajjtity i^'esultiog frpni 
its utility. The portion of thi^ value iifhiph yQii 
ass^ to tib^ o^e you must take frop tb^.^^l^rw 
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It should be observed, kowever^ that the niMS 
of productions, the stock of wealth to be divide^} 

between the capitalists and labourers, is increased 
by the efficacy of capital. The accumulation of 
capital has a tendency to lower the rate of profit, 
and consequently to raise the wages of labour, 
The labourer is thus enabled to enlarge his 
comforts, and increase his consumption in two 
ways. His labour produces moi'e, and a larger 
proportion of it falls to his share, in so much as 
a smaller share accrues to the capitalist by the 
fall of the rate of profit. At the same time the 
capitalist may not be a loser, for the increased 
consumption of the great body of the community 
will afford an extensive field for the investment 
of his capital, which could otherwise have been 
only sought for in the far more precarious re- 
source of foreign commerce. For these reasons 
we consider high wages as desirable, and as 
affording the most solid basis to national pi*os- 
perity. 

It is impossible to fix with precision the 
proportion which wages and profits should bear 
to each other, and the actual proportion must, 
from obvious causes, be in a state of continual 
fluctuation. 
¥. The favour we ai-e inclined to assign to high 

. 2B2 
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wages wDl not be relished by those who consider 
the quantity of goods exported as the basis of 
national prosperity, and the paramount object 
to be pursued. Articles which are in general 
request through the civilized world will be 
purchased from that nation which can bring 
them to market at the lowest money price, and 
therefore low wages, being a principal ingre^ 
dient in cheap production, are requisite for 
enabling us to supply the demands of foreigners 
by underselling others, and the more so if, in 
consequence of heavier taxes, or other causes, 
our manufactures be subject to burthens which 
bear lighter in other nations. We hare been 
accustomed to boast that our superior skill in 
machinery, and our large capitals, give us a 
decided advantage, and will secure us a lai^e 
share of the foreign market, notwithstanding ouf 
heavier burthens. The effect of these, however, 
has its limits, and it is unreasonable to expect 
we should always maintain the superiority w^ 
may at present possess. 

But though we admit that low wages, by 
enabling us to bring wares to market at a cheaper 
price, is favourable to the trade of exportation, 
we remain of opinion that this advantage may 
be gained at too high a price, and that wages 
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considerably high, whether considered as pix>p 
iiK>ting the comfort of the most numerous part 
of the community, or enlarging the domestic 
market, by enabling them to purchase more 
liberally, are conducive to the general welfare. 
• Notwithstanding the vast extent to which 
foreign commerce is carried in Britain^ and the 
immense capitals invested in- it, we cannot con- 
sider it as the most solid or desirable source of 
national prosperity. Neither do we approve of 
that system which has been long carried on 
between the different states of Europe, wnich 
may be termed a commercial warfare^ . In the 
prosecution of this system each country en- 
deavours, by restrictions, prohibitions, and other 
artificial means, to procure within itself the 
articles it has occasion to consume, and also to 
afford a supply to other nations. Such a system 
is certainly prejudicial to the civilized world at 
large, and we doubt if it be ultimately advan«- 
tageous to any particular nation. Every natioo 
possesses an advantage in manufacturing f,he 
materials which its own soil produces for its 
own supply, and it is expedient that every. n^^tiw 
should supply itself with commodities, unlei^ 
wher6 substantial reasons induce an opposite 
conduct. These reasons are diversity of produce 
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in ditferent climates and mils, and superiority of 
mechanical skill. The former is a permaneal 
ioiirce of commerce ; at least it oo«dd only be 
snper seded by such a change in national habits 
as would induce any state to be satisfied wi& 
the articles which its own country produces^ — 
a change not likely to take {dace so kmg as 
a foreign supply is within its power. The 
other is a much more precarioits source of 
conmierce. 

If the validity of the above reasoKih^ be adr 
mitted, if the artificial state of society may foe 
carried so far as to impair instead of f»t>mote 
human welfare, what measures ought to be 
deemed eligible in a nation where such a state 
has already taken place, and is firmly establidied? 

We should certainly never reconunend to 
endeavour to check it by any restrictive or coeiv 
cive means. If such vrere attempted, we believe 
^ey would be ineffectual ; and if they could 
produce any effect, it would be that of aggravate 
ing the evils they were intended to remedy. 
We are of opinion that the exertion and direc- 
tion of humsm skill and industry should be free 
and uncontrolled, "and that every attempt to 
restrain them, and almost every attempt to pro- 
mote them,, does harm. 
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If this be sound doctrine, an alteration in the 

state of society can only be induced through the 
medium of the habits and manners of the com- 
munity. If we can improve these, besides the 
individual good, we shall ameliorate the general 
condition of society. Proper education, religi- 
ous and moral instruction, good government, 
personal freedom, and absence of cumbersome 
restrictions, are conducive thereto. Stronger 
measures are more likely to do harm than good ; 
and any violent change in the state of society is 
always productive of much present distress, and 
seldom leads to any permanent good. We are 
conscious that any hints we have offered on this 
important subject are very imperfect. But it is 
one step gained if we can point out the end we 
ought to aim at, and the general principles upon 
which the attainment of that end is most likely 
to be promoted. ]:> ..u/^;;. ^..-i... ,^ . 

-biq ijH *<pr-'--*i»'. *'-r'^-i'. t»^. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

PAPER CURRENCY. 

Amonq the expedients which have been had 
recourse to in a state of society highly artificial, 
that of a circulating paper medium of commerce 
is one of the most remarkable. It has been the 
subject of much discussion among political eco- 
nomists. It has been much attended to by theJ 
legislature, and many statutes have been enacted 
for its establishment, regulation, or restraint. 
Its effects on the state of society, especially in 
regard to commerce, are considerable, though 
we think more good and more evil have been 
ascribed to it than it can justly lay claim to. 

In Chapter VI. we advanced the doctrine, that 
money derived its value from its use and uni- 
versal reception as a circulating medium, and 
an equivalent for every commodity ; that the ab- 
solute quantity of gold and silver in circulating 
coin was of no consequence, as the money price 
of commodities would accommodate itself to the 
relative proportion of the precious metals and 
goods in circulation ; that the use of these metals 
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for other purposes was of little importance ; and 
that their value, if their use as a circulating me- 
dium was discontinued, would greatly fall ; and 
that any substitute for them, the reception <^ 
which was equally firm, would answer the pur- 
pose as well. But in order to secure this recep- 
tion, it is requisite that the basis of the mediui^ 
should be ccmsidered as possessing an intrinsic 
value, and tliat its estimation should not be con- 
fined to one country, but extend over the com- 
mercial world, so as to conunand from any coun-^ 
try the commodities which it can furnish, and 
werequire. Gold and silver possess these qua- 
lities in a superior degree. 

The use of written obligations to supply the 
place of coin is a modem invention. Its com- 
mencement, at least in a regular manner, in 
Britain, may be dated from the establishment of 
the Bank of England in 1694. A chief object 
of Government in that establishment was the ob- 
taining a loan to supply the exigencies of th^ 
state, and recourse has often since been had to it 
for the same purpose ; but its effects in supply- 
ing a substitute for the precious metals is what 
at present chiefly claims our attention. 

^ Bank note is ^ written or printed obli* 
gation, by which that establishment is bound tq 
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pay to tiie bearer a specified som, in the eurrenfc 
coin, upon demand* So long as there is fall 
confidence on tiie part of the public that die. 
fonds of the Bank are amply suffident to dis- 
charge these obligations, and as it continues to 
do so readily, when demanded, these notes will 
be received in payment as readily as coin, be- 
cause the holder can easily obtain coin for them> 
should he prefer it, whidi, in ordinary cases, he 
will have little inducement to do. Al&ough 
these notes were not rendered a legal tender ia 
payment of a debt by any positive enactment, their 
use was found so convenient, and the public conp^ 
Mence in their security so complete, that ihey 
6oon were substituted fw a consideraMe part of 
the coin which formerly constituted the only 
circulating medium. For a long time, as no 
notes were issued under five pounds, they did 
not supersede the use of coin for smaller sums. 
Many private companies were afterwards insti^ 
tuted, which issued notes in a similar manner. 
A monopoly was so far granted to the Bank of 
England, that no private company consisting of 
mcM than sl^ partners was permitted to issu<^ 
obligations of the nature of bank notes. This 
restriction, by confining the capital of private 
banks within narrow limits, lessened their se- 
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purity, ^^ not a few of Uiem have become in-* 
solront Yet^ as the acoommodatioa they af- 
forded in the districts where they were esta- 
bliflhed was deemed beneficial, the circulation of 
their notep in remote parts of the country has 
been, and is still considerable. 

In the further discussion of this subject, two 
separate objects of inquiry present themselves : — 

1st What advantage or disadvantage attends 
the use of a circulating paper currency as a sub- 
stitute, in any proportion, or in whole, for a me- 
tallic one, without regard to the general amount 
of the currency. 

2d. The effects of a paper currency in ia* 
^r-easing the amount of circulating medium, and 
in occasioning ^^ore sudden alterations in the 
amount than woidd otherwise take place. 

On the first pouit it is argued that gold and 
silver are articles of great value, and the amount 
of them in circulation forms a considerate part 
of the national wealth. In countries which con* 
tain no mines of these metals^ the original quan- 
tity required must be procured by giving oiket 
articles in exchange, thus parting with so much 
of our nationsd wealth; and the annual waste by 
wear must also be supplied in the same mannen 
The whole amount of circulation in Britain is 
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estimated at present to exceed sixty millions. 
If we could find an miexceptionaUe substitute 
for a considerable part of this in a material com- 
paratively cheap, we might import useful com- 
modities in return, and thus add to our national 
wealth. 

It is also argued that payments of large sums 
are more easily made in paper* The weight of 
the metals renders their transportation from place 
to place a matter of labour, and even the teUing 
them is a tedious employment, when the sum is 
very large. For these reasons we find that pay- 
ments of large sums are generally made in pa- 
per, wherever the system of paper currency is 
established. 

These considerations have considerable weight. 
There are, however, strong arguments in favour 
of metallic currency to set against them. The 
reception of a circulating medium depends, SL^ 
we have noticed, on the opinion of its possessing 
an Uitrinsic value, and as a paper currency ha§ 
uo value in itself, its circulation can only b^ 
^laintained by its convertibility into metallicj 
ciirrepcy. So long as this conversion is readily 
obtained when demanded, and no doubt enter- 
tained of its continuing to be so, the paper cur- 
rency maintains an equal value with the metallic. 
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and may be used in considerable proportion as 
a substitute for it, affording the above-mentioned 
conveniences, and not attended with any dis- 
advantages, so far as internal commerce is con- 
cerned, and so long as the whole amount of 
circulating medium is not unduly increased. 

But if the conversion of notes into coin be 
suspended or refused, whether by legal enact- 
ment or deficiency in the means of the Bank, 
the case is otherwise. Even the apprehension 
of such an event excites alarm, and occasions 
a run on the Bank, which is likely to bring 
on a stoppage of payment. When this hap- 
pens, it is held forth on the part of the Bank 
that the stoppage is only temporary, and pay- 
ments will soon be resumed. Statements are 
given out, to show that the Bank is possessed of 
sufficient funds to answer all demands, and that 
its creditors incur no risk of sustaining ultimate 
loss. Notwithstanding this, the value of its 
notes is depreciated^ and the holders p&rt with 
them for a lesser amount in coin than the sunl 
which they bear, or, as it is sometimes expressed, 
the current value of coin and bullion rises above 
the mint value. This depreciation increases the 
longer the payment in coin or bullion is discon- 
tinued, and in length of time may fall to little or 
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notkingt Such was the fate of the Freaeh 
a88ignats> and <^ other sorts of fsiper circulation 
in many countries, not founded of a solid and con* 
vertible description. The governments which 
issue, or countenance such paper circulation^ use 
every means to support ita credit ; but sU tbek 
endeavours to that efleet have pitrred, and must 
prove ineffectual; It is nothing to tell the bolder 
of paper that the funds of the Bank are aifficieat 
to answer his demands. If these> funds be beyond 
his reach, and likely to continue so, diey might 
as well be in the coffers of the Grand Lama, w 
in the planet Saturn. 

For about a century after the establifihment 
<tf the Bank of England, the convertibUity of 
their notes vi^s uniformly maintained. G(M 
OT diver was inamediately given for every note 
when demanded. In the year 1797, when: the 
demands of an expensive war had nearly with^ 
HJrawn the preeioujs metals from circulafion^ and 
emptied the coffers of the B^nk, an important 
4^w was passed, fM*ohibiting'<iie payment of ^baiflc 
notes in metallic ciirrency. Atfirst it was hdd 
forth that this suspension would be of short 
duration; but ibe war continued much longer 
than was expected, and the suspension of pay- 
ment did not termifiate on the restoration of 
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peace* It cpntinued about twenty*four yeai^. 
The regumption of payments in coin was not 
legalized till the year 1821, after several pre- 
paratory steps. Some public distress, which 

took place about this time, owing to other 
causes, was attributed by not a few to their 
resumption. According to this doctrine, the ces- 
sation of payments in specie ought to have been 
perpetual. A wi-iter on political economy, about 
this time, has advanced the paradoxical opinion, 
" that the renewing the restriction act, and ren- 
dering it perpetual, could not have the least 
ejffect on the value of our paper currency, pro- 
viding its quantity was not at the same time 
increased*.'' 

>M The holders of tliis doctrine appear to con- 
fomid the depreciation which the currency, of 
whatever kind, undergoes, in regard to its com- 
mand of commodities by the increase of the 
total quantity in circulation, with the relative 
depreciation of paper compared with metallic 
currency. It is this last that is the present object 
of consideration, and it is an undoubted fact, 
that such a depreciation took place not long alter 
the suspension of cash payments, and to a con- 

* Supplement to Encyclopaedia Britamuca, article Money. — 
Vol. V. partii» p.51&. 
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siderable extent The holder of gold was nkie 
to obtain for it a sum in paper, considerably 
above its legal value, perhaps twenty-six shil- 
lings for a guinea, and this notwithstanding 
the fear of penalties attaching to such prac- 
tices. It is with regret we find a resolution 
passed by Parliament, about this time, that there 
was no depreciation, when every person engaged 
in business knew the contrary. 

Before the suspension of payments, so firmly 
was the credit of the Bank established, that the 
anticipation of such an event would have been 
considered as chimerical. It took place, howr 
ever, attended with its inevitible consequence, 
notwithstanding endeavours on tlie part of Go- 
vernment to prevent them. The Bank seems 
now to have regained the public confidence, 
nearly to the same degree as before. But what 
has happened once may happen again, and there is 
little doubt that if any national exigence should 
require recourse to a measure similar to that of 
1797, a like depreciation would take place. 

It seems unnecessary to enlarge on the jevils 
attending a depreciation of the currency, the 
injustice to creditors who must receive payment 
in a depreciated currency, and a like injustice to 
debtors who borrow during the depreciation. 
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and are obliged to pay in a currency of full value 
after the depreciation is removed ; — ^a convul- 
sion is given to mercantile contracts and trans- 
actions by so violent a measure. There are 
abundant reasons for regretting that it was ever 
had recourse to, and for wishing it may never 
take place again. 

There are other advantages in a metallic cur- 
rency, to be placed against the inconveniences 
that are alleged to attend it. From its universal 
reception in all nations, it possesses a solid value 
which may afford essential aid in great national 
emergencies. Suppose the case of a famine,, 
from a deficient crop in this country, while some 
other countries have a surplus which they can 
spare. We will not obtain it from them, unless 
we have something to give them in return 
which they value. We will, no doubt, endea- 
vour to supply them with goods ; but such may 
be the state of our commerce, that we have not 
a sufficiency of these to spare, or they do not 
want them. In such a case, the exportation of 
gold or silver affords a certain and effectual 
relief, and if we have none to offer, we must 
sustain the pressure of a heavy calamity. 

The distresses of 1797 were chiefly occa- 
sioned by the exportation, of a large amount of 

2 C 
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the precious metals to the coptioent, for the 
expenses of our troc^a abroad, and subsidies to 
states with which we were in alliance^ What- 
ever opinion may be fcumed of the wars in which 
we were then, or at any other time, engaged, Ae 
possibility of a just and neoesaary war will not 
be questioned; and the command of a large, 
amount of gold will give vigour to our military 
operations, and may determine the event o[ 
the war. 

We proceed now to consider the eflfects of a 
paper cuijency, in increasing the amount of the 
circulating medium, and in occasioning more 
sudden alterations in its amount th»i would 
otherwise take place. 

It is unnecessary to repeat what has beeaal* 
ready observed of the evils resulting from a sud«^ 
den and considerable alteration in the amount of 
the circulating currency, and such alteration ifi^ 
much more likely to take place when a ^!eat 
proportion of the currency consists of papen; 
The precious metals are not to be procured by 
nations which do not pc^sess min^s of th^m, 
except in exchange for subst^itiid. commcK 
dities, and even then will not be imported at? 
the expense which they cost, except in such 
quantities a& are required, in the existing. 
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commercial state of the country and present 
price of commodities. The material of paper 
currency is scarcely of any value, and it is 
profitable to the Bank to extend it as far as 
it can. The Bank receives interest for every 
note it can keep in circulation. There is, how- 
ever, an effectual check on a redundant issue of 
notes, so long as the Bank is obliged to pay 
them in coin, when demanded. The price of 
commodities does not immediately rise in pro- 
portion to the increased circulation, and as 
nobody keeps money on hand which he has 
not use for, the superfluous bank notes regorge 
upon that establishment. The Bank, there- 
fore, is obliged to contract its issues, and it 
is its interest to do so, as an attempt to ex- 
tend them would increase their expense, and 
prove ineffectual, t »t J.tf^-. t-''^'^ /'-fWrf>.->^t!KKf^ 
When a suspension of payments is authorized 
by act of Parliament, the case is widely different. 
There is nothing to deter the Bank from issuing 
as many notes as it can, and abundant demands 
from borrowers are not likely to be wanting. 

* The results accruing to the community from 
the facility of obtaining credit affoi*ded by the 
establishment of banks, public or private, is an 

2C2 
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imp<Nrtaiit subject of consideration. There is 
no doubt it gives a stimulus both to agriculture 
and manufactures. A farmer is often prevented 
from the exertions he is disposed to make in 
bringmg waste land into cultivation, or improv- 
ing that already under culture, for want of ca- 
pital. If there be a bank at hand ready to sup« 
ply his wants, his exertions are brought into 
operation. Extensive effects of this kind in 
different parts of the country, and obviously 
owing to this cause, must have fallen under the 
notice of every person who has given atten** 
tion to the state of the country. A like obseiy 
vation may be inade on the state of manufao 
tures. Many flourishing manufacturing esta- 
blishments owe their origin to credit obtained 
from banks, without which, in the present state 
of the country, they could not have been brought 
into action. 

It may, however, be questioned, whether the 
rapid progress of these improvements, though 
presenting a beneficial s^pearance, be always 
ultimately beneficial. All the undertakings of 
the agriculturist and manufacturer do not prove 
successful. Many of them are reduced to bank- 
ruptcy, and this is sometimes the lot of the most 
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enterprizing and industrious. Hie bankruptcy 
of the banks which gave them credit follows of 
course. 

We think that bad consequences are more 
likely to take place from an excessive stimulus 
to exertion in the department of manufacture 
than in that of agriculture. The farmer may 
not be repaid for the outlay on his improvements 
within the time his wants require. He becomes 
insolvent, and we are sorry for him ; but his im- 
provements remain, and are a permanent addi- 
tion to the wealth of the country. It is other- 
wise with a manufacturing establishment. If 
the proprietors, for want of demand for their 
commodity, or from their not being able to pro- 
duce it at the price it will fetch in the market, 
become insolvent, their establishment is then 
swept away, and leaves not a trace behind, M«' 

We have now endeavoured, as impartially as 
we can, to state the comparative merits of a me- 
tallic and a paper currency. Very diffei*ent opi- 
nions have been advanced, and we think ex- 
aggerated ones, according as the interest, or 
supposed interest, of different classes seemed to 
incline. On the whole, our sentiments rather 
incline towards a metallic currency, at least for 
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a considerable part of our circulation. If not 
always the most active, or the most convenient, 
it is the most solid instrument of commerce. 
Operations ccmducted by means of it may be 
dower, but they are surer. 

While we give this opinion in favour erf a me* 
tallic currency, we are far from thinking that 
where a pi^r currency has been introduced on 
an extensive scale, it should be suddenly, or at 
any time altogether, withdrawn. A sudden al- 
teration in the amount of the currency always 
occasions distress. If considerable evils result 
from its sudden increase, others, still worse, re- 
fult from its sudden diminution. Too great ^ 
facility in obtaining credit gives rise to improvi* 
dent and unsuccessful schemes. The sudden 
withdrawing of this credit occasions general 
bankruptcy. 

This is one, among many other points^ in 
which governments are apt to overlegislate. 
Though, in a system now become so extensive, 
some restrictive regulations may be necessary, 
we think much should be left to the free choice 
of the community. On the one hand we would 
not render the receipt of bank notes, even those 
of the Bank of England, compulsory. On the 



Digitized by 



Google 



PAPER CURRENCY. 391 

other, we would not prohibit the circulation of 

the notes of a private bank among those who 
ai'e willing to take them. Some security for the 
validity of such banks may, however, be re- 
quired as a safeguard to the public from the 
evils resulting from their failure. We have 
already given our opinion in regard to a legisla- 
tive prohibition of payments of bank notes in 
specie. 

■ '. "^ ' » ' . •' ' -J m'I : ...... 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

OP THE COBN TRADE. 

Many wlio entertain tiie most liberal vkws of 
the advantages of a free commerce^ and dkap* 
prove in general of prohibitions, cnmb^rsome 
restrictions, regulating duties, and even boun- 
ties, consider the trade in com as an exception to 
the system of free trade, and hold tlmt effective 
restrictions in that branch are expedient, and 
even necessary. Though exeq>tions to general 
rules, established upon solid principles, are sel- 
dom defensible, yet in this case the arguments 
adduced are neither groundless, nor of slight 
importance. 

Some of them are founded upon the present 
political state of Britain, compared with that of 
the other commercial states in Europe, parti- 
cularly of those from whom we may receive a 
supply of com. Britain is burthened with a 
large national debt, and consequent high taxa- 
tion, a part of which is paid by labourers of all 
descriptions. This renders higher money wages 
necessary. Perhaps the habits of the English 
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labourers are less frugal than those of foreigners, 
and this occasions a further rise of wages. 
Hence we cannot raise com at so low a rate as 
foreigners can do; and even the expense of 
freight, and other charges attending importation 
does not counterbalance the advantage they pos- 
sess^ and they are able to imdersell us in the 
com market, unless prevented by prohibitions^ 
or heavy duties. Hence the agricultural part 
of the community is de{M*es8ed; and inferior 
soils, not being able to repay the expense of cul- 
tivation, though let for little or no rent, are 
thrown waste, and the landed interest reduced 
to a state of comparative poverty. 

But the principal arguments in support of 
legislative interference in the com trade are 
drawn from the absolute necessity of a supply of 
food. If the effect of such measures be to afford 
us additional security for obtaining tiie requisite 
supply, the imperious nature of the demand 
should supersede all inferior considerations. 

It is argued, that when a nation depends for 
a considerable part of its food on other nations, 
if that supply should be stopped, either by a 
change of the political state of the nations who 
give it, or by war, this nation, being imprepared 
for such an event, may be exposed to the cala- 
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mity of famine, or at least of a scarcity approach*- 
ing to famine. 

We are &r from regarding lightly th^ weight 
of these arguments, and think that they ought to 
influence, to a certain extent, the legtslative 
measures embraced in this important and difficult 
branch of pcditical economy* On this the two 
parties of agriculturists and manufacturers have 
set themselves in array against each other, and 
both have advanced claims higher than cirounH 
stances warranted. 

We are of (^union that every nation of consi^ 
derable magnitude should draw the greater 
part of its food from its own resources. There 
is a considerable difference between the quantity 
of provisions actually consumed by a given 
number of inhabitante in times of ordinary plenty^ 
and that which is absolutely necessary for their 
subsistence. We hold that this latter quantity 
dliould always be supplied from the national 
agriculture ; and if restraints upon importation 
be necessary to keep it up to that pitch, such re- 
straints should be imposed. Whether we should 
go beyond this^and give hi^ber encouragement to 
tibe agriculturist, it is not so easy to determine, 
but it is not so imperatively necessai'y. This 
limits the quantity of foreign corn which may be 
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admitted to the di&reiiee b^weea the conmimpr 
tion of a plentiful and a scarce year; and itii 
believed diat^ except in years of unQommon 
scarcity^ it never went beyond that 

Sir James Stewart delivers it as his ^ioion^ 
that no annual produce of grain in Britain w^ 
ever so great as to su{^ly its inhabitants ^teeo 
months, t» that abundance in which the^ fee4 
themselves in a year of plenty ; and that there 
never was a year of such scarcity, as that the 
lands of England did not produce above six 
months' subsistence, such as. the feaple are tised 
to take in years of scarcity. 

The height of the wages in Britain arising 
from heavy taxes is, we believe, an indisputable 
fact, and however we may disajj^rove of the 
system that raised the national debt to its present 
enormous magnitude, and made these taxes re* 
quisite, the present state of matters must remaiii 
while that debt and these taxes exist, and can 
only be removed in the course of time by tiieif 
gradual extinction. For this reason we think 
the British agriculturist entitled to such support, 
by legislative enactments^ as may put him on 
an equfid footing with the foreigner. Tliis has 
been the object of the corn law lately enactedi 
by which the importation of foreign corn is per- 



Digitized by 



Google 



396 OF THK CORN TRADE. 

mittod up<Hi payment of a duty, varying by a 
scale, depending on the average price c^ com in 
Britain. Whether the method novr used for 
ascertaining the average be accurate, and whe- 
ther the scale of duties be the proper one, 
experience must determine. It aj^roaches much 
Bearer to the free system, than that which fte^ 
vailed for the twelve years preceding, during 
which period the price at which importation 
was permitted was fixed so high, that the actual 
price scarcely ever reached it; and consequently 
there was little or no importation, and the 
British agriculturist possessed the monopoly of 
the market 

Poland contains extensive tracts of fertile 
land, much more than sufficient to maintain its 
present population, and the extent kept under 
culture is regulated by the foreign demand. 
When Britain has occasion to import, it receives 
much of its supply from that country. An in- 
crease of population, or other causes, may curtail 
*hat supply, as weU as that from other countries 
from which we now import when our own pro- 
duce is insufficient ; but as this, if ever it take 
place, is likely to happen gradually, it will give 
us warning, and time to look out for other 
resources. 
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We cannot say tke same of the failure of 
supply which war may occasion. The coimtries 
from which we now receive com may fall under 
hostile influence or power, and notwithstanding 
our boasted naval invincibility, it is not impossi- 
ble the enemy may attain a temporary supe* 
riority at sea, and retain it long enough to expose 
us to severe distress by intercepting our sup- 
plies. We know that such apprehensions are 
generally considered as groundless, and treated 
with derision; we think improperly. Their 
accomplishment may not be probable, but they 
are not impossible, and as the evil they would 
occasion is of great magnitude, it is better to be 
provided against it. At the beginning of this 
century, we boasted that our superior mechanical 
skill and capital gave us such a decided supe- 
riority in various branches of manufacture, that 
DO prohibitive enactments of foreign powers 
could prevent their introduction into their domi- 
nions. Yet Bonaparte's Berlin and Milan 
decrees were executed so effectually, as nearly 
to annihilate that commerce for several years, 
and it only revived at the fall of that potentate. 
• The policy of Britain, in regard to the trade 
in com, has been very fluctuating. During 
more than half of the last century, we were 



Digitized by 



Google 



398 OP THE CORN TRADB. 

upon the whole an exporting country, and this 
was considered as essential to oor welfare^ and 
encouraged by a bounty when the prices of com 
fi^ below a specified rate* The system ofbomtty 
ccmimenced at the revolution^ and though it 
underwent frequent suspensions, it was not laid 
aside till the year 1814. During the latter part 
rf the last century, we were generally an im- 
porting country. The corn laws, which hiad 
undergone frequent alterations and repeals, were 
attempted to be moulded into a more regular 
form, and rendered more permanent by the act 
of 1791, in which various prices were specified, 
at the lowest of which exportation was en- 
couraged by a bounty; at the next, it was 
simply permitted ; and at the next, it was pro- 
hifoited^ At the next, importation, which had 
been before prohibited, was permitted, but on 
payment of a high duty ; at a higher price the 
duty was lowered, and at one still higher was 
reduced to a very low one. A method was 
established for ascertaining the average price, 
by dividing the maritime part of !&itain into 
sixteen districts, twdve in England and four in 
Sco^nd) and the com trade in each was regu- 
lated once a quarter, by the average price in the 
same for the three i»>eeedin^ months. Four 
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years did not elapse before this act w^s sus- 
pended, on account of the deficiency of the crop, 
1794, when exportation was entirely prohibited, 

and impoi-tation encouraged by a high bounty. 
In 1804, the corn laws were re-modelled, and 
importation regulated by the aggregate average 
of the maritime counties; but the scale was so 
favourable to importation, that it was never 
stopped till 1815. 

In 1814, exportation was permitted in general, 
but without any bounty, and the bounty system 
has not been revived since. ,i„ 

In 1815, in consequence of the loud com- 
plaints of the agriculturists, the prices at which 
importation was permitted were raised much 
higher. Wheat was prohibited to be imported 
from our American colonies when the price per 
quarter was under sixty-seven shillings, and from 
all other places when under eighty shillings, 
(except for being warehoused under bond), and 
other kinds of grain at propoi-tional prices. 
When the prices rose higher, importation was 
pei'mitted duty free. This act was so operative, 
that there was scarcely ever any importation till 
the last act of 1828. 

By that act thei*e is no absolute prohibition. 
New regulations were appointed for ascertaining 
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die arerage prices of the diSerenI kinds of 
gnia. When wheat is from sixty^two to sixty- 
three shilliDgs per quarter, it is permitted to be 
imported on payment of a doty of <Mie poond 
four shillings and eight-pence ; and for every 
shilling that die price rose abore sixty-three 
diillings till sixty-seven shillings, die duty is 
lessened by one shilling ; when the price rises 
above sixty-seven shillings, the duty decreases 
at a qoicker rate — and when the price rises to 
seventy-three shillings or upwards, the duty is 
lowered to <me shilling. Importation from die 
British c<donies in America, or elsewhere out of 
Eurc^ie, is permitted on payment of a lower 
duty. Duties on barley and other kinds of 
grain vary by a decreasing scale as dieir price 
rises, on the same principle. 

Famine is among the heariest calamities to 
which human nature is liable^ and though it 
cannot be jM'evented by any legislative enact- 
ment^ it may sometimes be alleviated by em- 
bracing measures conducive to that e£Fect We 
at present refer to a famine inflicted by the hand 
of nature, through unjnro^uctive seasons, not to 
that which the ravages of war occasion. 

The bounty system, so long adhered to, has 
been considered as highly useful for preventing 
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or alieyiating the evils of famine. If we raise a 

quantity of corn considerably more than is re- 
quired for the maintenance of our population in 
ordinary seasons, exporting the surplus to foreign 
countries, when a deficient crop occurs from a 
bad season, we stop exportation, and, in what- 
ever proportion the deficiency takes place, being 
charged on a quantity which was before more 
than sufficient, the evil of scarcity, if not en- 
tirely removed, is at least alleviated. 

This system, however, is liable to weighty 
objections. It restricts the population within 
narrower bounds than the country, in its exist- 
ing state of cultivation, can support ; an effect 
which will be reprobated by all who consider an 
extensive population as constituting the strength 
of the society, or on any account desirable. It 
gives the landholders and agriculturists an ad- 
vantage to which they have no title, at the ex- 
pense of the rest of the community. It raises 
the rate of wages and expense of manufacture, 
and consequently depresses that important source 
of national industry and wealth. 

These evils would result from bounties, though 
the money that paid them were obtained from 
some unknown source, without being in any way 
builhensome to the community. But this is not 

2D 
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the case. The bounty must be paid by means 
of a tax, a measure always burthensome to a part 
or the whole of the community, especially in a 
country already so heavily taxed as Britain. 
This argument bears strongly against bounties 
of every kind, which should never be granted, 
except for the most urgent reasons, and with the 
greatest caution. 

Every measure proposed as beneficial to oae 
nation, which cannot at the same time be adopted 
by other nations in similar circumstances, is of a 
very suspicious tendency. We desire that Bri- 
tain should raise a surplus c^ com in ordinary 
years, in order to afford a resource in years of 
scarcity. Why should not France, Spain, and 
Germany, do the same? The argument ap- 
plies alike to all. If they all adopt that system, 
how are their surpluses to be disposed of? 

If, for these reasons, the measure of forcing a 
surplus growth of com by bounties be laid aside, 
it remains to inquire whether there be any other 
means within human power for averting or mi- 
tigating the calamities of famine. If the failure 
of the crop be confined to one country, impor- 
tation is an obvious and practicable remedy; 
but, if it extend over all accessible countries, no 
relief can be obtained in that way. 
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In ordinary seasons, at the conclusion of every 
harvest there is a part of the crop of the former 
year remaining on hand, perhaps one-foui-th, A 
deficient crop takes place. If the deficieney 
does not exceed, that quantity, its consumption 
would afford a supply to the country at the or- 
dinary rate till the next harvest ; but there would 
be no stock reinaining to aid the folio wing year ; 
and though this stock on hand might be forthcom- 
ing for one yeari it would leave no resource in 
the case of several successive bad seasons. It is 
likely, however, that the rise of price occasioned 
by the deficiency of the crop would lessen the 
usual quantity of consumption, and leave some 
part of the usual stock unconsumed at the end 
of the next harvest, and so afford some resource 
for another year ; and if several plentiful years 
succeeded, the usual stock would be replaced. 

We have stated the stock of corn on hand at 
the end of the succeeding harvest at one-fourth 
of the whole quantity required for a year's con- 
sumption, and considered that as affording con- 
siderable relief for one bad season. If the stock 
remaining be larger, the relief will be more 
considerable, and of longer duration. If it can 
. be increased to one-half, three-fourths, or even 
a whole year's consumption, it would afford a 

2D2 
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resource for as long a duration of scarcity as 
almost ever occurs. 

TTiere is no physical impossibility in this, for 
grain may be preserved by proper care for more 
than a year, with little injury. But there are 
moral and political obstacles which go far to 
prevent a system of this kind from being carried 
into execution to any considerable extent. The 
farmer cannot afford to keep back his produce 
from the market. K he could, it is not his in- 
terest to do so. The corn-dealer will seldom 
find it a profitable measure to keep large quan- 
tities on hand. It has sometimes been suggested 
that granaries might be erected at the public 
expense, and a large quantity of corn purchased, 
and renewed from time to time ; but the quantity 
kept up till a time of scarcity made it necessary 
to have recourse to it. If anything of this kind 
has ever been doue, it has been on a very limited 
scale*; and to earry it to extent in a large 
country is impracticable. Among other insu- 
perable objections, one is, that the mob would 
rise and plunder the granaries whenever they 
felt the pressure of scarcity. However, if the 

* In the city of Bern public granaries are siud to have been 
erected, capable of holding a supply to that city for several 
years. 
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principle be admitted, as we think it oughts that 
a large stock of corn in the country is desirable, 

nothing should be done to discourage any who 
may be inclined to contribute thereto. Instead 
of considering the ingrosser as a nuisance, and 
delivering him to the vengeance of the mob, he 
is rather to be accounted a useful member of 
society. The difficulty is how to render his em- 
ployment so beneficial to himself as to induce 
him to persevere in it. . . 

Corn is, in ordinary seasons, applied to other 
purposes besides food, in considerable quantities, 
and the prohibition of such applications in time 
of scarcity affords a considerable supply. Of 
these the distillery is the most considerable, and 
the prohibition of distilling from grain has been 
several times had recourse to in years of scarcity. 
We are far from desiring that the ordinary con- 
sumption of grain in spirits should be increased, 
in order to render the supply from this source 
more ample. The moral evils arising from the 
immoderate use of spirits among the lower ranks 
are too heavy to admit any measure that might 
tend to encourage their use, which ought to be 
discountenanced and repressed by every possible 
means. 

The prohibition of brewing beer is a measure 
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that has not been as yet had recourse to. It 
would occasion heavier privations than that of 
spirits, and is also liable to other objections. 
Yet the calamity of famine may be so gr^, 
though in modem times it has seldom been so, 
as to render every measure for increasing the 
supply of food necessary. 

When the ordinary food is composed of a 
variety of articles, this variety affords some pro- 
tection against famine. Hie several kinds of 
grain crops are likely to suffer from the same 
inclement season, but the potatoe crop may 
escape, and afford relief in proporticm to the 
quantity usually raised. If animal food fiirnish 
part of the nourishment of a considerable pro- 
portion of the community, it is not liable to fail ; 
and in countries bordering on the sea, part of 
the ordinary food consists of fish, and this part 
may be expected, in the scarcest years, in ordi- 
nary abundance. In scarce years, of late, soup 
kitchens, at first suggested by Count. Rumford, 
were set up in many towns, both in Britain 
and the continent, from motives of humanity. 
Though their effect is not considerable, yet, as. 
their tendency is to procure a share of animal food 
for the lower ranks, prepared in the most econo- 
mical manner, they are useful in some degree. 
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Voluntary associations have sometimes been 

formed among persons in affluent circumstances, 
in years of scarcity, for being sparing in the 
use of food from grain, and having recourse 
chiefly to other articles, which, on account of 
their expense, were beyond the reach of the 
lo^ver ranks. Tliough much effect coidd not be 
expected from such associations, yet, as they 
indicate a humane attention to the wants of the 
poor, we consider them as commendable, .. _,. 
But the effects of these or any other expe- 
dients that can be suggested are insufficient for 
aflfording a supply of food during a severe 
famine, and the only effectual alleviation of that 
calamity is by diminished consumption. At 
sea, when provisions become scarce, the crew 
are put upon short allowance. So they should on 
land. At sea this restriction is enforced by the 
authority of the commander. But how shall we 
enforce it throughout a country ? The only effec- 
tual way is, by suffering the price of corn to rise 
so high, that the lower, and even the middling 
ranks, may be only able to purchase a scanty 
subsistence. The sooner this rise of price takes 
place the better. Any attempts to conceal the 
true state of the country, or prevent the rise of 



Digitized by 



Google 



406 OP THI CORN nUDS. 

price 9X the beginning of the season, if they had 
any e£Fect at all, would do hann. 

Bounties have been sometimes granted by 
Government on imported corn, in seasons where 
the crop appeared deficient This might give 
a cheaper and more plentiful supply, and prevent 
in some measure the pressure of want ; yet we 
doubt the propriety of such a measure. If ike 
famine be general, the o£Fer of a bounty must be 
ineffectual, for other nations are in want them- 
selves, and have nothing to spare. If the famine 
be partial, the rise of prices in the country 
which suffers from it will afford sufficient in- 
ducement to other nations to supply what we 
want 

A certain extent of privation does not destroy 
the health of the human constitution, but if it 
be carried beyond that limit it does so. When 
the price of corn rises very high, the labouring 
classes cannot afford to purchase what is re- 
quisite for supporting health, and may even be 
exposed to starvation. In such a case relief 
should be given them, either in money or some 
kind of cheap food, by means of poor-rates, or 
voluntary charity. Though poor-rates are not 
in general desirable, the urgency of the case 
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now supposed may require them. But this 
relief, whether voluntary, or arising from poor- 
rates, should be confined within such bounds 
as to afford the narrowest subsistence consistent 
with the health of those who receive it. 

L 
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CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS, 

The utmost extent of wealth which the state of 
humao nature can attain would result from a 
union of the following sources ; — a favourable 
climate, and fertile soil, cultivated to the ut- 
most; general industry among the people, 
directed by skill, and aided by good machinery 
and division of labour ; a spirit of enterprize 
which leads to a commercial intercourse with 
every nation where experience has found it 
profitable, but not impelled by extraneous en- 
couragement ; an exemption from foreign wars 
and domestic dissensions; a mild and frugal 
administration at home. To give these full 
eflfect, they must remain steady for a consider- 
able length of time. 

No nation ever enjoyed a combination of all 
these advantages, and consequently none ever 
attained the utmost pitch of wealth. The culti- 
vation of the earth, the most important source 
of wealth, is far from being carried to the 
utmost perfection. In the most improved coim- 
tries of Europe, there are still many uncultivated 
tracts susceptible of improvement. Draining, 
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irrigation^ and other important operations, are 
only partially practised, and the common modes 
of husbandry admit of much improvement. 

A more splendid kind of wealth may be dis- 
played in the metropolis of a conqueror, who 
has ravaged all the regions around, and collected 
their spoils. In regard to the general mass of 
wealth, the ravages of war are in the highest 
degree destructive. The emphatic epithet of 
the Scourge of God has been aptly bestowed 
on the extensive warrior. If we lay aside the 
consideration of what the conquered countries 
suffer, and only attend to the state of the con- 
queror's country ; nay, further, if we set aside 
the general condition of his country, and confine 
our attention to the spot where the spoils of the 
vanquished are accumulated and displayed, our 
imaginations may be dazzled, but our judgment 
will find little to admire. Riches, thus collected, 
no more resemble riches acquired by industry, 
in advancing the happiness of the nation, than 
the mirth of intoxication is worthy of being 
compared to the permanent flow of spirits which 
health and activity confer. 

THE END. 
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